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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Fx ROM a diſfilance of hiſs own abi- 
| lities, and from other motives not ſo 


well founded, the Author of the fol- 
| lowing Letters had ſome thoughts at firſt. 


to throw a ſlight veil over the real ſitua- 
tion in which they were written: he im- 
agined, that by this means ſome reflec. 
tions, particularly thoſe on gaming, might 
be introduced more naturally, and with a 
ſtronger effect. But having been aſſured 
by thoſe of whoſe friendſhip and judgment 
be is equally convinced, that an aſſumed 
character and ſeigned ſituation i in any of 
theſe letters would give an air of fiction 
to the real incidents in the reſt of the 
work, he has therefore gre them 1 in their 
original form. 
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TO HIS GRACE 


Duke of HaMàIETOxN and Ba Ax DON, 
+ rg of DoveLas, S.. 


MY LORD DUET, 


Arno GH eſtabliſhed antics might, 
on this occaſion, juſtify my holding a language 


= your Grace which I never before uſed, yet 


you have nothing of that kind to fear; it is as 
inconſiſtent with my diſpoſition to offer adula- 


tion, as it is contrary to yours to deſire it. 


Nor does this addreſs proceed from a vain be- 
lief that the luſtre of your Name will diſpoſe 
the Public to wink at the blemiſhes of my per- 

| formance. The higheſt titles do not ſcreen. 

even thoſe to whom they belong from contempt, 

when their perſonal characters are contempti- 
ble; far leſs can they ſhelter the dulneſs or 
folly of others. 


I am T4 to offer this View of Society 
and Manners to your Grace, by ſentiments of 


the moſt hncere eſteem and attachment ; and» 
b 2 


vi DEDICATION. 
excluſive of all conſiderations of that nature, 
it is preſented. with peculiar propriety to you, 
as no other perſon has had equal opportunities 

of knowing how far the objects it comprehends 


are Juſt, and faithfully drawn from nature. 


Some perhaps may imagine, that I ſhould 
have diſplayed more prudence in offering this 
work to a leſs competent judge; but I am en- 
couraged in my deſire of prefixing your Name 
to theſe imperfect Sketches, by the fond per- 
ſuaſion that nobody can be more inclined to 
afford them the indulgence of which I am ſen- 
5 1 in ſo much need. 


2 have the honour to be, with the moſt. 
3 regards PR 


10 Ty Grace ; 
15 Moa obedient, and 
ee, 
a | AUTHOR. 
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L W.. greatly 1905 | inted by your not « com- 
ing to Worn, 7 you. . having been for 
ſome time impatient to inform you of what 
paſſed between, 1 your. young. fri iend 5 and 
me Tr rel elied ; till 1 the, moment of our departure 


"Lig ae unity of doing this perſon- 


7 


8 21 1 1 6 
1 75 id I ſeiz ſeize Ef firſt occalion of commu- 
. Cy the wh Whole to Jou, in the only manner 
3 df #> 3. : 638% fe * 18 

now in my po -wer. 
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1 bentember the andilinefs vo once 
to tit on account of that Sentle- 
enfity tö gaming, and! of the fricon- 
venieiies'ts. which he had: been put by ſome 


ONS 1 . will Alſo remember the 
Vol. I; ; _—_ 
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þ reſolutions which, in conſequence of your re- 
_ queſt, he formed againſt play; but you have yet 
to learn, that he reſumed the dice before the 
month was ended in which he had determined 
never to touch them more, and concluded one 
- unfortunate night, by throwing away a fum 
far exceeding any of his former loſſes. 


Aſhamed of his 8 be ceny con- 
cealed his misfortune from you, and thereby 
has been ſubjected to ſome diſtreſſes of a more 


5 arne nature than any he had tormerly felt. 


2 1 A; 7 | 
What ſhocked kim moſt was a "ace : 


which will not greatly aſtoniſh you—the indif- 
ference which many who call themſelves his 
friends ſhowed at his ſituation, and the cold- 
neſs with which they « excuſed themſelves from 
making any attempts to relieve him from his 
_ difficulties. Several to whom he had advanced - 
conſiderable ſums in the days ol his good for- 
tune, declared a perfect inability of repaying 
any part of their debt; they told ſome {all tale 
of an unforeſeen accident, which had put that 
entirely out of their power for the preſent; 
yet one of theſe unfortunate gentlemen, the 
fame evening that he refuſed | to repay our 
friend, loſt double the ſum, eyery l of 
which he N repaid i in ready money. 


| Mr. 5 expectations from thoſe reſources 
having in a | greats . p failed, he be ay to 
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to adhere till the mortgage is relieved. 
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Mr. P—— in the city, who ſupplied bim 
with money at legal intereſt, ſufficient to clear 


all his debts, for, which he has granted him a 
mortgage on his eſtate.— While our young 


43 friend informed me -of all this, he declared, 
= that tle remorſe he felt on the recollection of 


his folly was infinitely greater than any plea- 


ſure he had ever experienced from winning, 


er could enjoy from the utmoſt ſucceſs. He 5 
expreſſed, at the ſame time, a ſtrong ſenſe of 
obligation to you and to me, for our endea- 
vours to wean him from the habit of gaming, 


1 regretted that they had not been ſooner ſucceſs- 
ful, but was happy to find, that he ſill had 
= cnough left to enable him to live in a decent | 

manner, agreeab'e to a plan of economy which 


he has laid down, and to which he is reſolved 5 
«I 
« have now (added he in a ſo:emn_ manner) 
« formed an ultimate reſolution againſt gaming 


ce for the reſt of my life: if 1 ever deviate 
„ from this, you have a right to conſider me 


« as devoid of manly. firmneſs and truth, un- 


= « worthy of your friendſhip, and the weakeſt 
=, of mortals.” 2 


Notwithſtanding g the young gentleman? 8 Pi: 
lure on a former occaſion, y et the juſt reſlections 1 
he made on his paſt conduct, and the deter- | 
mined manner in which he ſpoke, give me 
great hopes that he will keep his preſent reſo- 
5 5 2 : 
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| lition;—To him I ſeemed f ully Perfindrd df 3 

this, and ventured to fay, that I could ſcarcely 
regret: his laſt run of bad luck, which had ope- 
rated ſo bleſſed an effect; for he who has the 
_ vigour” to diſentangle himſelf from the ſnares 
of deep play, at the expence of half his for. 

tune, and with his character entire, may on the 
whole be deemed a fortunate man. I there- 
fore inſiſted ſtrongly on the wiſdom of his 
plan, which T contraſted with the uſual deter- 
mination of thoſe who have been unlucky at 
Play. Without fortitude to retreneh their ex- 
pences, or bear their firſt misfortunes, they can 
only bring themſelves the length of refolving to 
_ renounce gaming as ſoon as they Pall regain what 
they Bare bft ; and imagining they have ſtill a 
claim to the money which is now in the pockets 
of others, becaufe it was once in their own, they 
throw away their whole fortune in ſearch of an 
inconfiderable part, and finifh by being com- 
pletely ruined, becauſe they could not fupport a 
finall inconvenience. I pointed out, how infinitely | 
more honourable i it was to depend fer repairing 4 
his forturie on his own good ſenſe and perfever- 
ance, than on the revolutions of chanee; which, 
even if they ſhould be favourable, could only re- 
eſtabliſh him at the expence of others, moſt pro- 
bably” of thofe who had no hand i in ür 
his lol. Hi inſeparable companion 
—— entered while I was in the middle of my 
harangue. Our incnd who bad previouſly ac- 
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quainted him with his determination of re- 
8 | nouncing gaming, endeavoured to prevail on that 
I 3 to W the ſame meaſure, but in 
vain. — laughed at his propoſal, and 
faid, 6 b was too eaſily terrified; that one tole- 
« rable run of good fortune would retrieve his 
« affairs; that my fears about ruin were mere 
« bugbearsz: that the word ruin, like cannon 
6 charged with powder, had an alarming ſound, 
c but was attended with no danger; that if the 
« worſt ſhould happen, I could be but ruined; 
which was or.ly being in the fame fituation 
| © with ſome of the moit faſhionable n in 
le nation ö 1101 
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65 He then n many inſtances of thoſe 
who lived as well as the wealthieſt men in Eng- 
land, and yet every body rename them ruin- 
ed. There is Ch—— F., added he, a man 
« completely ruined; yet beloved by his friends, 
« and admired by his country, as much as ever.” 


To 0 this * ot 1 replied, cc * ifn no- | 
e body had been influenced by that gentleman 8 
example, except thoſe who poſſeſſed his genius, 
« his turn for play would never have hurt one 
„ man in the kingdom; but that thoſe Who 
« owed. their importance ſolely to their fortune, | 

sought not; to. riſk it ſo wantonly as he might 
% do, whoſe fortune had always been of little 

«-1mportance, when compared with his abilities 1 
B 3 
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and fince they could not imitate Mr. F— 
„in the things for which he was ſo juſtly. ap- 
_ « plauded, they ought not to follow his. exam- 
10 ple in thoſe for Which he was juſtly condemn- 


«ed; for the ſame fire which burns a piece of 


« wood to aſhes can only melt a guinea, which 
_* {tilt retains its intrinſicvalue,tboughrhis majefly's 
* rountenance no 5 - Ae n 1. 


Fu — did not Nei to reliſh- my argu- 
| ment, and ſoon after left us; but our young 
friend ſeemed confirmed in his reſolutions, and 
gave me freſh affarances, the day on which I 
left London, that he. never Wore: W 


thought it right to give you this piece of infor- 
mation which I know will afford you pleaſure. 


His greateſt difficulty in adhering to the new 
adopted plan will be at firſt; im his preſent ſtate 


of mind, the ſoothings and ſupport of friend- 
thip may be of the Pan ſervice. 4 


+ \ 


When your affairs permit you to go to hey 


don, I dare fay you will take. the earlieſt oppor- 
tunity of throwing yourſelf f in his way: yon 
will find no difficulty in procuring him to ac- 
company you to the country. Removed for 


ſome months from his preſent companions and 
"uſual lounging-places, the influence of his old 


| Knowing the vein you take in his elfire, 
and the high eſteem he has for you, I have 


. D Dr ̃²˙ ꝛ2— 33 r r 0 r 2 
e N een 3 n 8 8 2 8 8 2 8 S 5 at, Re SN 

. 8 o 7 TS oe tt AB Pg ety PP... TTT S 3 n 
— TENTS 8 2258 e . A'S 7 oF CCC ²˙ ˙ EW 2; ons 888 NN x e 3 

„„ c ron EP re Dn Af 8 3 PT TEES = . 2 as 14 ER K A IE et 3 

r . 1 FETT 8 c 2 n D E K 
3 SZ . J AA . . ²˙ : ...... 8 . * 3 
. 3 5 l VE TT RI TE PE FE CS « 2 
| r 2 8 2 6 » n SG : — 3 A SCE = 


* e Ja * A 2 
F 7 - - SF A REST. 000 Wer. ed af 


8 S WEI Ove 2667 "> (22 Gs ** r i 8 
e > Po ont ro Or net 77 ED OO om ee Pio 
R mm . HT . R.... 
5 9 8 22S „** - 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, KO. » 
habits will gradually diminiſh; and, confirmed 
by your converſation, ſmall chance will remain 
of his being ſucked into the old ſyſtem; and 


again whirled round-in the vortex of diflipation 


and gaming. 


8. VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 


* - ' * T5 * % 
p L 4 7 4 5 F i x # 
4 : 7 6 „ — 3 4 s 

> \ l ; * . = 
= *. * I" „ 1 © 1 ? * 
1 N I "4 op b 3 $25 WS 4 112 p 

" | 1 A y = — L CY 

. ; i . | — 2 : 8 a > * 4 . a 
* : "0 


You R ſetting out for London immediately 


on the receipt of my letter, is what might have 


been expected. Nothing renders a man ſo 


active as an eager deſire of doing good; and I 


might have foreſeen, that you would catch at 
the opportunity with which I furniſhed you to 


dogs a _—y pation. 


It gives me Pest ſatisfaction to bales that 


our young friend and you are upon ſuch a con- 


ſidential footing; and I heartily hope that no- 
thing will interrupt a connexion which muſt be 


a ſource of pleaſing reflection to you, and in 


every way advantageous to him. I had no doubt 


but he would readily agree to accompany you to 


the country; but I was not ſo certain that he 


might not have found it neceſſary to accept of 


your other very friendly propoſal. —His refuſal 
is a proof, that he has reconciled his mind to 


his circumſtances; and, with thoſe ſentiments, 


T am convinced that he will be able to live within 


his remaining yearly income with more ſatisfac- 


tion than he enjoyed when he ſpent five times 


that ſum. —— 
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You inſiſt ſo much on my writing to vou 
regularly, from the different places where J may 


reſide during my abſence from England, that I 


begin to believe you are in _ and ſhall 


certainly obey your commands. 


I know you do not DN * 1 me a minute | 
account of churches and ' palaces. However f 


agreeable theſe may be to the ſpeCtator, they 


generally afford but a ſlender entertainment 


when ſerved up. in deſeription. ; 


| "The are countries, ſome af which I may. 
again viſit before my return to England, whoſe 
appearances always ſtrike the eye with delight; 


but it is difficult to convey a preciſe idea of 


their beauties in words. The pencil is a more 
= powerful vehicle than the pen for that purpoſe ; 
for the landſcape is apt to vaniſh from the mind 


before the deſcription « can. be read. 


The manners, 8 nd 1 EL of "RY 


= people may probably furniſh the chief materials, 
in the correſpondence you exact, with ſuch re- 


flections as may ariſe from the ſubje&t. In thele, 


I appriſe you beforeband, I ſhall take what lati- 


tude I, pleaſe ; And though the complexion of 
my letters may moſt probably receive ſome tint 


or ſhade, of colouring | from the country where 
they may be wrote; yet if I take it into my 


head to inſiſt on the little tricks of an attorney, 


| when you expect to hear of the politics of a 
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10 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND. 
prime miniſter ; or, if I tell you a tale about an = 
old woman, when you are impatient for anec- 
_ Cotes of a great general, you muſt not fret or 
fall into a paſſion ; for if you do not permit me 
to write on what fubjedts I pleaſe, and treat them 
in my own way, the correſpondence you require 
| would become a fad ſlavery to me, and of con- 
| ſequence no amuſement to you. ' Whereas, if 
you leave me free and unreſtrained, it will at 
leaſt form ſome occupation to myſelf, may wean 
me from the habit of lounging, and will afford an 
Wir in my own mind, for my leaving thoſe 
parties of pleaſure where people are apt to con- 
tinue, forcing ſmiles, and yawning | pontaneouſly, 
8; two or three hours after all reliſh is Hed. 
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I Þ in this difinal Sindhi many remain 
night after night, becauſe the hour of ſleep is 
not yet arrived ; z—and what elſe can 1 do! * 


4 1 


1 you never fond yourſelf 3 in this Bleſs 
tuation ? Without any pleaſure where you are, 
without any motive to be gone, you remain in a 
| Kind of paſſive, gaping oyſter-ſtate, till the tide 
of the company moves you to your carriage. 
And when you recover your reflection in your 
dedchamber, you find you have paſſed the two 

Jas. hours i in a kind of bumming buzzing ſtupor, 
. virhour fatisfaRtion, « or ideas of any kind. 
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''F thank you. for your offer of is Ker 
ing your regard for him, and his. dexterity and 
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intelligence in the ſcience of valet-de-chambre- 
ſhip, I ſee the full force of the ſacrifice you are 
willing to make. If I could be fo ſelfiſh on 
another occaſion as to accept your offer, the 
good-will I bear to your old friend John would 
prevent me at preſent. Dupont, to be ſure, is 

worth twenty of John for that emꝑloyment; 
but. I can me ver forget his long. attachment, and 
L am now-ſo habituated to him,. that one gene- 
rally eſteemed a more perfect ſervant would not 
ſait me ſo well. I think myſelf benefited een 
by his deficiencies, which have obliged me to 
do . many. things for myſelf that other people 
perform by the hands of their ſervants. Many 
of our acquaintances ſeems abſolutely incapable 
of motion, till they have. been-wound up by 
their valets. They have no more uſe of their 
hands for any office about their own perſcns, 
than if they were paralytic. At night they 
muſt Wait for. their ſervants, before they can 
undreſs. themſelves, and go to. bed: In the 
morning. if che valet happens to be out of the 
way the maſter muſt remain helpleſs and 
ſprawling in bed, like a turtle on its back upon. : 
the Were: of an alderman. * 
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[ir 13 481 eh 4834 5 „Puri ve -- 
Is WENT : a 5 Wu Ange to the Italian 
Comedy; while 1 enjoyed the exquiſite nalvetẽ bo 
of my old friend Carlin, the Marquis de F— ; 
whom you have ſeen at London, entered the - 
| box 88 _ to Ks with al the 1 of 2 


breath, hoy ai: waltin ng for an W. Men : 
cher ami this, ma chere amie t other; 1a bene 
; tuch a Nr oy charmante ſuch anot her. . 5 


* 


EY ie ii UE $19.45 
„ Derpelrings e ditardel the company, and 
having! no hopes that -the Marquis would be 
more quiet for ſome time, I propoſed leaving 
the Comedy. He aſſented immediately Vous 
avez raiſon: il n'y a perſonne ici; e eſt un dẽſert 
Ey the way the houſe was very much erowded) 
e ſuis venu comme vous voyez en poliſſon; 
tout le monde eſt au Coliſèe.— Allons. We 
ſtepped into his vis-àA-vis: He ordered the coach- 
man to drive vite comme tous les diables. The 
horſes went as faſt as they could, and the Mar- 
quis's tongue ſtill faſter than _ 
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© When we arrived, I propoſed going up. to the 
= alley, where we might ſee the company be- 
£4 pi and canverſe without interruption, | Bon, 
ſays he, nous nous nicherons dans un coin pour 
critiquer tout le monde, comme deux diables 
boiteux. 


A lady. of : 2 1 PRES _ majeſtic air + drew 30D 
my attention: TI afked the Marquis if he did not 
think her remarkably handfome ?—La la, ſaid 
he, coldly. Nous ſommes heureuſement places 
pour elle. C'eſt un tablean fait pour ètre vu 
de loin.—I then took notice of the exceſſive 
= whiteneſs of her ſkin.Ceſt apparement 1 
5 05 gout de ſon amant d aujourd'hui, laid he; 
= quand 1 un un autre ſe preſenteroit qui prefere E 

couleur de puce, à Taide d'un peu d'eau 
N elle ſeroit auſſi ſon affaire. - 


1 nent Jbſer ed two ladies dreffed A Kttle be- 


| would the extravagance of the mode. Their 
features betrayed the approach of fifty, in fpite 
of all the art which e foe ufed to 
5 conceal that hated age. : 


At Geht of them the Marquis ſtarted. up. 
Ah! parbleu, ſaid he, ces deux morceaux 
dl antiquitë font de mes parentes.—Excuſez-moi 
pour deut minutes: il faut que je m'approche 
d'elles, dans le deffein de les feliciter de leurs 
appas. Old ladies, continued he, who have 
the rage to be thought. young, are of all 
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animals the moſt vindiQtive when neglected, and = 
T have particular reaſons for wiſhing to remain L 
in their good graces. He then left me, ang 
| having walked round the circle with the ladies, 
returned and took his ſeat. I have got myſelf 
| well out of the ſcrape, ſaid he; I told them I 
was engaged with a Milord, whom I ſhould 
have the honour of preſenting at their houſe ; 
and I fixed a young officeriwith: them, whoſe - 
beſt hopes of promotion depend upon their iri- 
fluence at court; and who dares as ſoon quit his 
colours in battle, as forſake theſe two 189 of 
old tapeſtry- till een to A 


A young man very magnificently dreſſed en- | 
tered the room : He announced his importance 
: by his airs, his buſtle, the loud and deciſive tone 
of his voice. The Marquis told me, it was 
Monſ. le Duc de —; that it was indiſpenſa- 
bly neceffary that: I ſhould be preſented to him; 
there was no living at Paris without that advan- - 
tage; adding, —H1 eſt un pen. fat, infiniment 
bete; ailleurs le meilleur enfant du monde. 
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oy fine lady next kappe ted, 1 ts : 
command the admiration of the whole aſſem- 
bly... She floated round the cirole of the Co- 
liſce, ſurrounded by a cluſter of Petits Maltres, 
whoſe. eyes were fixed on her, and who ſeemed 
moved by her motion, like ſatellites under the 
influence of their planet. She, on her part, 
was perfectly ſerene, and unembarraſſed by the 
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attention and the eyes of the ſpectators. She 


ſmiled to one, nodded to another, ſhrugged. to a 
third, ſtruck a fourth with her fan, burſt into a 
fit of laughter. to a fifth, and whiſpered.in the 


ear of a ſixth. All theſe and a thouſand tricks 
more ſhe ran through with the eaſe of an actreſs 


and. the rapidity of a juggler. She ſeemed fully 


perſuaded. that ſhe was the only perſon preſent 
worthy of attention; that. it belonged to her to 
develope her charms, diſplay her graces and 
airs, and that it was the part of the reſt of the 
company to remain attentive. and en Mes- 
tators. pg 


Cette droleſſe In, aid the Marquis, eſt jolie, 


et pour cette raiſon on croit qu'elle a de Peſprit: 
On a meme tiche de repeter ſes bons mots; 
mais ils ne ſont faits que pour ſa bouche. Elle 
eſt beaucoup plus vaine que ſenſible, grand ſou- 
tien pour fa vertu! au reſte, elle eſt dame de 
| qualite, en faveur de laquelle elle poſſede un 


gout de hardieſſe fi heureux, qu'elle jouit du 


benefice de Teffronterie fans etre effrontee. 


- 


1 was ſurprized to find all this ſatire directed 
againſt ſo beautiful a woman, and ſuſpected that 
's remarks was ſharpened by 
ſome recent pique. . I was going to rally him on 


that ſuppoſition, when he Wr. ſtarted up, 
ſaying, Voila Monſ. de 
amis.—Il eſt aimable; on ne peut pas plus. 
Il a de Veſprit comme un dẽmon. ll faut 


112 meilleur de! mes 


rr 
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que vous le connoiſſiez. Allons :—Deſcendons. 
80 ſaying, he Kurried r me down ſtairs, prefented 
me to Monf.. de——as un philoſophe Anglois, 
who underſtood race horſes better than the greet 
Newton himſelf, and who had no averſion tothe 
game of Whiſt. Monſ. de —— received. me 14 
with open arms, and we were intimate frienès 
in ten minutes. He carried the Marquis 
and me to ſup at his houfe, where we Ne a 
numerous company. 


The converſation was cheerful and. plates, 
There were ſome very ingenious men ' prefent, 
with an admirable mixture of agreeable women, 

who remained to the laſt, and joined. in the con- 
verſation, even when it turned on ſubjects of li- 
terature 3 upon which occaſions Engliſh ladies 
generally imagine it becomes them to remain fi- 
| lent, But here they took their ſhare without 
ſeruple or heſitation. Thoſe who underſtood 55 
any thing of the ſubject delivered their ſenti- 
ments with great precifion, and more grace than 
the men ; thoſe who knew nothing of the mat- 
ter rallied their own ignorance in fuch a ſprightly 
manner, as convinced every body, that know- 
ledge is not. neceſſary to render a woman ex- 
ceedingly aprrable. in ſociety. . 


h 
V 
0 
1 


aber gelen a moſt delightful evening . 1 re- 
| turned to my lodgings, my head undiſturbed 
with wine, and my ſpirits unjaded by play. 
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Paris Y 
JH W have boew © WER at Paris; A longer 
time than was intended at our arrival: yet our 
departure appears to me at 2 e diftance 
1 now khan it did wen. 


e bent conſtant companion 3 5 


be is univerfally liked, lives in the very beſt 
company, and whoever is introduced by him, is 
XZ ſure of a fayonrable reception. 1 found Iitle 
or no difficulty in excuſing myſelf from play. 
The Marquis undertook to make this matter 
eaſy; and. nothing can be a greater proof of his 
influence in ſome of the moſt faſhionable cir- 
cles, than his being able to introduce a man 
2 vithout a title, and who never games. 


Hei is als intimately acquainted with 5 of 
the moſt eminent men of letters, to whom he 
has made me known. Many of thoſe, whoſe 
works you admire, are received at the houſes 
of the IANS on * Sag en r 


ng. | FTE in 


wo * 
% 


| You can Pha? believe. the influence 1 55 
this body of men have i in the gay and pater 
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city of Paris. Their opinions not only deter- 
mine the merit of works of taſte and ſcience, 


but they have conſiderable weight on the man- 
ners and ſentiments of people of rank, of the 


public in general, and conſequently are not 
without e Fect on the meaſures of government. 


The ſame thing takes place in ſome degree 
in. moſt countries of Europe; but, if I:am not 
miſtaken, more at Paris than any where elſe; 
becauſe men of letters are here at once united 
| ta each other by the various academies, and 


diffuſed among private' ſocieties, by the manners: 2 


4 ah general 1 of W nation. 


; ye the 8 = Saeed of men 
| of letters influence, to a certain degree, the opi- 


nions and · the conduct of the faſhionable world, 
the manners of theſe laſt have a more obvious 


effect upon the air, the behaviour and the con- 


verſation of the former, which in general is po- 


lite and eaſy; equally purified from the awkward 
timidity contracted in retirement, and the diſ- 
guſting arrogance inſpired- by untiyerfity honours 
or church dignities. At Paris, the pedants of 


ite are to be ſeen. on To ſtage ae 


I Gincbunte at MAPLE there are many 


men diſtinguiſhed by their learning, who at the 


ſame time are cheerful and eaſy in mixed com- 
pany, unpreſuming in argument, and in every, 


— r «a* 
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MM ref pect as well bred as thoſe who have no other ; 


pretenſion. 


Pioliteneſs and Wood manners, indeed, may 
be traced; though in different proportions, 
through every rank, from the greateſt of the 
nobility, to the loweſt mechanic. This forms 
a more remarkable. and diſtinguiſhing feature 
in the French national character, than the vi- 
vacity, impetuoſity, and fickleneſs, for which 
the ancient as well, as the modern inhabitants 
of this. country have been noted. —It certainly 
is a very ſingular phænomenon, that politeneſs, 
which in. every other country. is confined to 
people of a certain rank in life, ſhould here 
pervade. every ſituation and profeſſion. The 
man in power is-courteous to his dependant, the: 
proſperous to the unfortunate, the very beggar 
who ſolicits charity, does it, en homme comme 
il faut; and if his requeſt be not granted, he 
is fure, at leaſt, that it will be refuſed with an | 
appearance of humanity, and nat with harſh- 
nets or infult. 


A anger, quite new and unverſed' in their 
language, whoſe accent is uncouth and ridicu- 
Idus in the ears of the French, and who can 
; ſcarcely —_ his mouth without making a 
blunder in grammar or idiom, is Heard with 
the moſt ſerious attention, and never laughed 
at, even when he utters the oddeſt loleciith or 
equivocal expreſſion... 
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T am afraid, faid I, yeſterday, to a French 
gentleman, the phraſe which I uſed juſt now is 


not French. Monſieur, replied he, cette ex- 


preſſion effectivement n'eſt pas Frangoiſe, mais 


; on merite bien de etre. 


The moſt daring. deviation: ou: faſhion, in- | 
the important article of dreſs, cannot make | 
them forget the laws: of good-breeding. When 


a perſon appears at the public-walks, in clothes 
made againſt every law of the mode, upon 
which the French are ſuppoſed: to lay ſuch 


ſtreſs, they do not gaze or fneer at him; they 
allow him firſt to paſs, as it were, unobſerved, 


and do not till then turn round to indulge the 


curioſity which his uncommon figure may have 
excited. I have remarked this inſtance of deli- 
cacy often in the ſtreets in the loweſt of the 


_ vulgar, or rather of the common people; for 
there are really very fewof the natives of Paris, 
who can be called vulgar. 


There are exceptions to theſe, as to all general ; 
remarks on the. manners and character of any 


nation. 


I have heard inſtances of the military 8 


poſtillions and inn-keepers with injuſtice; and 
the ſeigneur or intendant oppreſſing the peaſant. | 
Examples of the abuſe. of power, and inſolence 


of office, are to be met with every where. If 
they are tolerated, the fault lies in the govern- 
ment. 


88 
1 


- Tate Ade y 
e EY 
FEST NY NS SEN 
* D 


K 0 N 1 1 * —— 4 1 4 ” AAR. HR A — IE TIO Te ey = IE III FE EI, ot R Sr HER 45 ; 2 
I PE PR OE TS HRT.» Teng RR 0 OTE PIs 8” 2 oe. OY Een OM CO Ee oy NE Be I ˙¹·ꝛmũ˙ ]. ͤ—ů!l!]! ] ᷑ê n IN ge Fo E ch 2 LT 8 i he * 3 3 E OI IT TEN 
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27 
I have not been ſpeaking of the French go- 
vernment. Their national character is one 
thing; the nature of their government is a 
very different matter. But I am convinced 
there is no country in Europe where royal fa- 
vour, high birth, and the military profeſſion, 
could be allowed ſuch privileges as they have in 
France, and where there would be fo few in- 
ſtances of their porn Volk and brutal bo 
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erer V; 
TED ILY 1 4 EE | "I | / 
Paris. 


Ac CAN DID. 'Englithman, © of whatever rank 
of life he may be, muſt ſee with indignation, 
that every thing in this kingdom is arranged for 
the accommodation of the rich and the power- 
ful; and that little or no regard is paid to the 
comfort of citizens of an inferior ſtation. This 


appears in a thouſand inſtances, and ſtrikes the 3 


eye immediately on entering Paris. 


I think 1 have ſeen it ſomewhere remarked, 

that the regular and effectual manner in which 
the city of London is lighted at night, and the 
. raiſed pavements on the fides of every ſtreet, 
for the ſecurity and conveniency of foot-paſſen- 
gers, ſeem to indicate that the body of the peo- 
ple, as well as the rich and great, are counted 
of ſame importance in the eye of government. 
Whereas Paris is poorly and partially lighted ; 
and except on the Pont Neuf and Pont Royal 
and the quays between them, is not provided 
with little walks on the ſides of the ſtreets, for 
the accommodation and ſafety of foot-paſſen- 
gers. They muſt therefore grope their way as 
they beſt can, and ſkulk behind pillars, or run 
into ſhops, to aveid being cruſhed by the 
coaches, which are driven as near the wall as 
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b, | the coachman pleaſes, diſperſing the people on 
fcot at their” he agreed ke chaff before the 
$3 wind. | 


It muſt by e OS that I 1 


the French do not love to hear it called deſpo- 
tiſm, and it is needleſs to quarrel with them 
about a word) is raiſed in this country ſo very 


C high, that i 3 agli af the bulk of the 


& | being in load tationszcomhe within the court” s 
X N of viſion. nn | 


Le peuple, in France, is a term of reproach. 


un homme du peuple, implies a want of both 


EE. 
+." 


education and manners. Un homme comme il 
faut, on the other hand, does net imply a man 
ol ſenſe or principle, but ſimply. a man of birth 


er faſhion; for a man may be homme comme il 


7 faut, and yet be devoid of every quality which 
IF adorns human «nature. There is no queſtion 


that government leaves the middle and inferior 


ranks of life in ſome degree unprotetted, and 


expoſed to the injuſtice and inſolence of 'the 
great; who are confidered in this country, as 
ſomewhat above the Fa though greatly below 


7 the Monarch. 


But the poliſhed "milinefs. of French 3 man- 


: ners, the gay and ſociable turn of the nation, 
the affable and eafy conduct of maſters to their 


ſervants, ſupply the deficiencies, and correct 
the errors of the government, and render the 
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condition of the common people in France, bat 1 

particularly at Paris, better than in feveral.coun- L 1 

tries of Europe; and much more tolerable tha 1 
it would be, if the natural character een 1 | 

: that of thoſe countries. 5 _—- "| a 


1 | Inetrapeod 55 1 Lord M. who! bee 2 
Laſt night, : He: agreed to dine with us. e EZ 
called foon after: he was. N 4 and 1 1 
promiſed to be of the party. 10 2 1 

Tou know. how laborious athingk bee, 4 BD 

alle a dialogue with my Lord M. The conver- 8 
ſation either degenerates into a ſokloquy on your 3 YH 
Part, or expires altogether., I was therefore ex- 4 
1 ceedingly happy with the thoughts of the Mar. 1 
uis's company. He was uncommonly lively; ad- 
dxeſſed much of his converſation to his Lordlhip; 
AO him upon every ſubject, wine, women, 7 
horſes, politics, and religion. He then ſung 20 
s A. 725 and endeavoured in vain to 
get my Lord to join in the chorus. Nothing 
would do. —die admired his clothes, praiſed his i 
dog, and ſaid a thouſand, obliging things of the 
Engliſh nation. To no purpoſe ; his Lordſhip | 
kept up his ſilence and reſerve to the laſt, and | 
: "ib drove away to the opera. 


2h, 45 0 Oh faid the. Marquis, as ſoon, as ; he went 
F out the room, il a de aneh talens N k 
1 — ce Milord IA. on a e205 


t 
tl 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 25 


: 


X : 1 f f 1 ; 3 3 
# " ; : * . \ 
b 7 4 4 8 31 3 4 ; ” i} | * n 1 


Faris 


1 1 N a PRA lettts,: a ment wad * breed- 
| 4 | ing as a ſtriking part of the French national 
character. Loyalty, or an uncommon fondneſs - 


2 | for, and attachment to, the perſons of their 
i princes is another. | 


An Engliſhman, , hom he views the virtues. 


ol his king with a jealous eye during his reign, 
vet he will do them all a in the reign of his 


ſucceſſor. 


A German, while he i is ſilent with reſpect to 
the foibles of his prince, admires all hig talents 
much more than he would the ſame me quires in 


1 other dae. | 


Ry + Tark,. or Perſian, contemplates his Empe- 
ror with fear and reverence, as a ſuperior being, 
to whoſe pleaſure it is his duty to ſubmit, as to 
the laws of rer and the will of Providence. 


. a ren Ban, while: ke knows that his 

* is of the ſame nature, and liable to all the 

weakneſſes of other men; while he enumerates 

his follies, and gas as he laments i 
„r. ä C 
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nevertheleſs attached to him by a ſentiment of 
equal reſpect and tenderneſs; a kind of affec- 1 
tionate prejudice, independent of his real cha- 
racter. . 1 


Noi * ; is a ward which conveys to thi minds E 

of Prenchmen'the ideas of bene volence, grati- 
tude, and love; „ eee ne rs 1 

der, and trappineſs. wal 13. 


They flock to Velde! every 1 be⸗ 
hold him with unſated curioſity, and gaze on 
him with as n n ee time 


as the firſt. eln . ie e ] 55 


They Tender bim 25 their "Ay hah 
he does not know their perſons ; as their pro- 
: tector," though their greateſt danger i is from an 
Exempt or Lettre de Cachet ; and as their be- 
nefactor, while they are oppreſſed with taxes. . 


They EO into importante his moſt in- 
different actions; they palliate and excuſe all his 
weakneſſes; ; and they impute his errors or 
crimes, to his miniſters or other evil counfel- 
lors ; who (as they fondly affert) have, for ſome 
| baſe DEN impoſed upon his judgment, and 
ay the "INE rectitude 1 his in- 

* We eee by ** "King, which is by 
no means equivalent. Le Roi - does himſelf, and 


makes others do, what he pleaſes. The King can - 
not do what he pleaſes, but does what others pleaſe 


. 1 
1. A &. 
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They repeat, with fond applauſe, every ſaying 
of his which ſeems to indicate the ſmalleſt ap- 
proach to wit, or even bears the mark of ordi- 


nary ſagacity. 
The moſt inconſiderable circumſtance which 
relates to the Monarch is of importance: whe- 
ther he eat much or little at dinner ; the coat 
he wears, the horſe on which he rides, all af- 
ford matter of converſation in the various ſoci- 
eties at Paris, and are the moſt agreeable ſub- 


jets of epiſtolary correſpondence with their 
friends i in the ever. = ; | _ 


nf he happens to be a Vetle ape all Pa- 
1 ris, all France is alarmed, as if a real calamity 
was threatened : and to feem' intereſted, or to 
converfe upon any other ſubje& till this has 
been diſcuſſed, would be conſidered as a proof 
of amm indifference. 


x, At a review, the troops Bo Sy their. ma- 
nœuvres unheeded by ſuch of the ſpectators as 
are within ſight of the King. They are all en- 
groſſed in contemplation of their Prince. 
Avez vous vu le roi ? —— Tenez—ah !! voila 
le roi. Le roi rit.— Apparement il eſt content. 
Ae ſuis charmè, — ah, il touſſe — A-t- il touſle ? 
— Oui, nn a bien e ſuis au 
deſeſpoir. W 
At maſs it is the diag; not the hs who 
is the object of attention. The Hoſt 1 is elevated ; $ 
e 
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but the people's eyes remain fixed upon the face 
of their DAoved Monarch. F 


Even the moſt ele pieces & the thea- b 


tre, which in Paris create more emotion than 


the ceremonies of religion, can with difficulty 7 


divide their attention. A ſmile from the king 


makes them forget the ſorrow of. Andromache 
and the wrongs of the Cid. 


This exceſſive attachment 3 is not Mx to 
© the perſon of the Monarch, but extends to eve- 
ry branch of the royal family; all of whom, it 
is imagined in this country, have an hereditary 
right to every gratification and enjoyment that 


human nature 1s capable of receiving. And if 


any cauſe, moral or phyſical, impede or obſtruct 
this, they meet with univerſal ſympathy. The 
moſt trivial diſappointment or chagrin which 
befals them, is conſidered as more ſerious and 
affecting, than the moſt dreadful calamity which 
can happen to a private family. It is lamented 
as if the natural order of things were counter- 
ated, and the amiable Prince, or Princeſs, de- 

prived by a cruel phznomenon, of that ſupreme 

7 degree of happineſs, to which their rank 1 in "ſe 
| gives them an undeniable title. 


Al this —_ 8 real, and not affected 
from any motive of intereſt; at leaſt it muſt be 
ſo with reſpect to the bulk of the people, who 
can have no hopes of ever being known to their 


„ ah. a. ad. os 


m3 --- m3 
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princes, far leſs of ever receiving any perſonal 
favour from them. 


The chitloſoptical3dea that Kings have been 
appointed for public conveniency; that they are 
X accountable to their ſubjects for mal-adminiſ- 
Þ tration, or for continued acts of injuftice and 

oppreſſion z is a doctrine very oppoſite to the ge- 
neral prejudices of this nation. If any of their 
kings were to behave in ſuch an imprudent and 
outrageous manner as to occaſion a revolt, and 
if the inſurgents actually got the better, I queſ- 
tion if they would think of new modelling the 
government, and limiting the power of the 
Crown, as was done i in Britain at the revolution, 
ſo as to prevent the like abuſes for the future, 
They never would think of going further, I 
imagine, than placing another prince of the 


= Bourbon family on the throne, with the ſame 


power that his predeceſſor had, and then quiet- 
ly lay down their arms, ſatisfied with his royal 
word or declaration to govern with more my. 


The French 3 1 fs delighted and dazzled . 
with the luſtre of Monarchy, that they cannot 
bear the thoughts of any qualifying mixture, 
which might abate its violence, and render its 
ardour more benign. They chufe to give the 
ſplendid machine full play, though it often 
ſcorches and threatens to conſume themſelves 

an d their effects. 


— 


4. 
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They conſider the power of the King, from 
which their ſervitude proceeds, as if it were 
_ their own power. You will hardly believe it; 
wh am ſure of the fact: They are proud of 
they are proud that there is no check or 
recs to his authority. 


They tell you with exultation, that the king 
has an army of near two hundred thouſand men 
in the time of peace. A Frenchman is as vain 
of the palaces, fine gardens, number of horſes, 
and all the paraphernaha belonging to the court 
of the Monarch, as an Engliſhman can be of his 
oon n houſe, gardens, ande equipage. 7 


When they are told of the aiffaſion of weikh = | 
in England, the immenſe fortunes made by ma- 
ny individuals, the affluence of thoſe of middle 
rank, the ſecurity and eaſy comfortable ſituation | 
ofthe common people, inſtead of being morti- 

fied by the compariſon which might naturally 

occur to their imaginations, they comfort them- 
ſelves with the reflection that the court of France 
is more brilliant than that of Great Britain, and 
that the duke of Orleans and the prince of 
Condé have greater revenues than any of the 
8 2 OY 


"When they Wie of the Seedom of debate in 

parliament, of the liberties taken in writing or 
ſpeaking of the conduct of the king, or mea- 
ſures of government, and the forms to be 
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obſerved before thoſe who venture on the moſt 
daring abuſe of either can be brought to puniſh= | 
ment, they ſeem filled. with indignation, and ſay 
with an air of triumph, C'eſt bien autrement 


chez nous: Si le Roi de France avoit affaire à 


ces Meffieurs Ih, il leur enſeigneroit à vivre. 


And then they would proceed to inform you, 
| that, parbleu ! their miniſter would give him 


= ſelf no trouble about forms or proofs 3 that ſuſ- 


Ou peut-etre il men ond 
aus galdres pour la vie. 


4 1 
8 * 1 


picion was ſufficient for him; and without more 


ado, he would ſhut up ſuch impertinent people 
in the Baſtile for many years. And then raiſing 


their voices, as if what they ſaid were a proof 


of the courage or magnanimity of the miniſter 
art ner ces droles a 
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Paris. ; 


11 ＋ mw be. ao ſuperfluous to pace 
that there are a great many people in France, 


who think in a different manner from that ä 
which I have mentioned in my laſt, and who = 


have juſt and liberal ideas of. the deſign and na- 


ture of government, and proper and manly ſen-⸗ 
timents of the natural rights of mankind. The 


writings of Monteſquieu are greatly admired: 


This alone is ſufficient to prove it. Many later 
authors, and the converſation of the philoſo—- 


phical and . prople * the ſame 
5 nk 


What is mentioned in my laſt letter, how- 
ever, comprehends the general turn or manner 
of thinking of the French nation, and evinces 
how very oppoſite their ſentiments upon the 
ſubject of civil government are, to thoſe of our 


: countrymen. 


I have heard an Engliſhman enumerate the 


advantages of the Britiſh conſtitution to a eir- 


cle of French Bourgeois, and explain ta them 


in what manner the people of their rank of life 
were protected from the inſolence of the courtiers 


x 


. 
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and nobility; that the pooreſt ſhop-keeper, 
and loweſt tradeſman in England, could have 
immediate redreſs for any injury done him by 
the greateſt nobleman i in the kingdom, 


Lo Well, what impreſſion do you think this de- 

clamation had upon the French auditory ? You 

naturally imagine they would admire ſuch a 
| conſtitution, and with for the fame in France: 

Not at all. They ſympathized with the great: 

They ſeemed to feel for their want of impor- 

tance: One obſerved, Ceſt peu de choſe d' eètre 
noble chez vous; and another, ſhaking his head, Y 
added, Ce weſt pas natural tout cela.. 
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When mention was made that the king of 
e Britain could not impoſe a tax by his 
own authority; that the conſent of parliament, 
particularly of the houſe of commons, was ne- 
ceſſary, to which aſſembly people of their rank 
of life were admitted; they ſaid with ſome de- 
gree of ſatisfaction, Cependant c'eſt aflez beau 
cela. But when the Engliſh patriot, expecting 
their complete approbation, continued. inform 
ing them, that the king himſelf had not the 
power to encroach upon the liberty of the 
meaneſt of his ſubjects; that if he or the mi- 
niſter did, damages were recoverable at a court 
of law, a loud and prolonged. p44 BLE iſſued 
from every mouth. They forgot their own 
ſituation, and the ſecurity of the people, and 
turned to their natural bias of m with the 
. 
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King, who they all ſeemed to think muſt be the 
moſt oppreſſed. and injured of mankind. Ts 


One of them at laſt, addrefling himſelf to 


the Engliſh politician, ſaid, Tout ce que je puis 
vous dire, Monſieur, c eſt que votre Pauvre Roi 3} 


PA «ſt bien a a, plaindre. 


5 This ſblicitade of hrs for the + eerie and : 
44% 65 of royalty extends in ſome degree to all 
crowned: heads whatever: But with regard to 
their own monarch, it ſeems the reigning and 
. darling paffion of their ſouls, which Fug” 97 

2576 with ther to the grave. 


. French ſoldier, who lay . with = 


wounds on the field of Dettingen, demanded a 
little before he expired, of an Engliſh officer, 
| how the battle was likely to terminate; and be- 
ing anſwered, that the Britiſh troops had ob- 
tained a great victory; Mon Pauvre Roi, faid 
881 dying man, que Rel! 3 


For my part, my Sriend; although 1 8 
viſh his Majeſty all public and domeſtic happi- 
nefs, yet if the fmalleſt ſolicitude about either 
ſhould diſturb my dying moments, it will be = 
ſtrongeſt proof that my own affairs, ſpiritual | 
and temporal „your concerns, as well as 1 

of my other private friends, are in A moſt com- 
fortable fituation. 4 


Aden. 
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P. S. J have not ſeen the Marquis for ſeveral 


1 days. He had informed me, at our very firſt 


meeting, that he was paying his court to a 
young lady, of family, at his mother's deſire, 
who was impatient to ſee him married. He 

ſaid, he could refuſe his mother nothing, par- 
ce qu'elle etoit le meilleur enfant du monde: 
Beſides, he ſaid, the young lady was very pretty 
and agreeable, and he was over head and ears 
in love with her. He has told me ſince, that 
every ching Was arranged, and he expected to 
be i in a ſhort time the happieſt man in the world, 

: and would bave the! ho our of preſenting me to 
his brig very ſoon. 1 Mal let you know my 
8 opinion of the lady when I ſee her. * let 
her be what me will, Tam forry that F 
thinks of marrying ſo early in life; for a 

Frenchman of five-and-twenty, is not quite ſo 
dae n e 35.09 eee of fifteen. 


—_» 


— 
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"Tay E R 1 is is pet ole: penury eo poblie 
news. a have nothing particular to inform you 
.of concerning myſelf; bi 

engagement: So here I am ſeated tc to write to 


vou, without having as yet determined upon a 
ſubject, f in hopes, however, that my pen * 


gather materials as it r ET) 


15 . 


In whatever light this prejudice in favour of | 


monarchy may appear to the eye of philoſophy ; 
and though of all paſſions the love of a King, 
merely becauſe he is a King, is perhaps the ſil- 


lieſt; yet it ſurely ought to be conſidered as 
meritorious by thoſe who are the object of-it; ©. 


No people exiſting, or who did ever exid; 
have had ſo juſt a claim to the gratitude and af- 
fections of their ſovereign as the French. They 
rejoice in his joy, are grieved at his grief, proud 
of his power, vain of his accompliſhments, indul- 
gent to his failings. They cheerfully yield their 
own conveniencies to his ſuperfluities, and are at 


but you | hold me to, my 


K „ Mo 


E 0 


2455 
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times, willing to. facrifice their lives for his 
glory. * 5 Os ep oa a fy's 


„ King, one would imagine, muſt be a 
perfect monſter of ſelfiſhneſs and inſenſibility, 
Who did not love ſuch ſubjects, and who did 
not beſtow ſome time and attention to promote : 
WW their happineſs : yet the French nation has not 
had 4 monarch worthy of all this regard ſince 
the days of Henry IV. and of all their kings 
they uſed him the worſt. 8 


Of the chk Wade who immediately pre- 
ceded him, the firſt was a ſickly creature, as | 
feeble in mind as in body; the ſecond a mon- 
ſter of ſuperſtition and cruelty ; and the third, 
after a dawn of ſome brightnefs, allowed his 
meridian to be obſcured by the groſſeſt clouds 
of effeminacy and voluptuouſneſs. Their Ita- 
lian mother, who governed all the three, ſeems 
to have been perfectly unreſtrained by any feel. 
ings of humanity or of conſcience, and ſolely 
guided by motives 1 ent and the moſt 


er my 


"Phe: prinees who. "ER n as ell as 
thoſe who reigned before the fourth Henry, 
ſerve as foils Which diſplay his _ Willie 
with double luſtre. 


30 . 


| .» NorpichRanding. a al the oy Sat won FH which 
hs French kings have to promote the hap- 


7 


3 view of seist "nnd if 
pinels of their a; ects ) yy may be many cen- i] | 
turies before they are bleſſed with one who ſhall 1 
hape that paſſin in ſuch. a high, aeg 9 


fi 


A character in 1 8 great 9. ami jable 2A | | 


virtues are ſo finely blended,. is 


2 
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produced in any. natien, Ho. ima mal all then muſt F 


| be che chance that this prize ſhall fall to the 
Individual. who, is, deſtined. for; the throns ? 4 
| Henry received an education very different from 
that which is generally beſtowed on kings. 
His character was formed: in the hardy fahool BE 
of adverſitiy: bis mind was ſtrengthaned by 
_ continual exertions of courage and prudence. == - 
He was taught humanity, by ſuffening under: the 
rod of tyranny, and experiencing the pangs of 
the unfortunate. Having frequently ſtood in 
need of friends, he knew the value. of: their 
1 880 bis dent eres 72 4 N 
u i THIS Y f „„ | 


Satt isl 5 


5  DiStultien 3 duke o ons: par- : 
ticles of genius which otherwiſe wight remain || 
latent and uſeleſs, and contribute to the forma-. 
tion of a. vigorous: character; by apimiating 
* yours virtus which a life: of indolence 
completely/extinguifhed! : 1 


SHS deb 
| Thoſe e "ods dy from their earlieſt in- 


K have found every thing provided for 
them, who have not much ambition, and con- 
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ſecquently are ſeldom excited to any great ex- 

ertion of their faculties, generally feel theſe 

faculties dwindle and grow weak, for the ſame 

"XX reaſon that a man's arms would become gradu- 
ally feeble, and at len gth perfectly uſeleſs, if 
he were to wear them in A ſcarf for any con 

1 ſiderable time. 


That the faculties of the underſtanding, 
like the finews of the body, are relaxed. by 
ſloth and ſtrengthened; by. exerciſe, nobody 
will doubt. I imagine the ſame analogy holds 
in ſome degree between the body and the 
qualities of the heart. Benevolence, pity, 
gratitude, are, I fuſpedt, exceedingly: apt to 
ſtagnate into a; calm, ſluggiſh inſenſibility in 
that breaſt which has not „ 1 
n 


n 
8 
RR 
5 


People 80 181 fully enter into diſtreſſes which 
they never have felt, and which they think 
they run but a ſmall riſk of feeling. Ac- 
cordingly it has been remarked, that thoſe 
who have been favoured through life with the 
ſmiles of fortune, and whoſe time has been 
ſpent in the amuſements of courts, and lux- 
urious indulgences, very often acquire zn 
aſtoniſhing inſenſibility to the misfortunes of 
others. The character the moſt perfectly cold 
of all I ever knew, devoid. of friendſhip „gra- 
titude, and even natural affection, belongs to a 


y 
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perſon whoſe life has been a continued ſeries of | f 1 
fortunate a 2 TR 


Yau behitle of thei care, are contracted, and f A 
all their feelings abſorbed within the compaſ; | w 2 
of their own ſkin, ſuch people ſeem often con- l 
vinced, that they themſelves are of the moſt 4 | 
humane diſpoſitions, and the moſt exteniive 
benevolence, upon no better foundation than 4 1 
"becauſe they have felt themſelves affected b; 
the artful diſtreſſes of à romance, and be- 
cauſe they could ſhed a few. barren tears at a E 
hr oncl 1 | 1 


If to theſe daes of -Cenbbiliy, « 55 can 
i add; that of having occaſionally given a guinea 
when the contribution has'been ſet a going, or | 
have parted with a little ſuperfluous money to | 
free themſelves from importunity, they have | 
then carried benevolence to the utmoſt length 
of their idea of that vixeue: 


: They have. no notion WP any os beyond : 
"a this; nor would they make one active exertion, 
-poſtpone a ſingle party of pleaſure, or in any 
ſhape interrupt the .tranquillity of their own 
indolence, to perform the moſt effential ſervice 
{I will not ſay to a friend, ſuch nſec can bare 
| none) to ſes woke the Suro race. | 


f 5 * 


1 There are man n exceptions, but in wats 
thoſe perſons who are expoſed to the flings and 


% 
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111 arrow of outrageous fortune, who have expe- 
Frienced the baſe indifference of mankind, and 
| have in ſome degree „elt what wretches feel, are 
Me endued with the trueſt ſympathy, and enter 

with the moſt lively * into the ſitu- . 
= ation of the unfortunate. - 


| Noni ig nora mal, mmiſeris facevrrere diſco, 


3 ſaid Dido, who had den obliged to fly from 
her country, to Æneas, who had been witneſs 
co the deſtruction of his. 


=. Dido 1 W 4 | How in the name of 
vwandering have we got into their company? 
I could no more have gueſſed at this, than at 
the ſubject of one of Montaigne's Eflays from 
the title. We ſet out, I believe, with ſome- 
thing about France; but you cannot expect that 
I ſhould. attempt to take vp. a thread which is 
hy ſo far DOES 


Adieu. 


. 
'C 


. "FH 


=. 
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"Parks. 1 
1 MENTIONED. in my 3 NA that 


my friend 1—— was on the point of being q | 
married. He called at my. lodgings! a little | 
while ago. His air was ſo very gay, tha 1 7 
| imagined he had ſome agreeable news. to com. 
municate, Me voila au deſeſpoir, mon che 1 
ami, ſaid he, with a loud laugh. Vou are the I 
merrieſt man I ever ſaw. in that ſituation, faid 
I. He then informed me, that the old:Marquis 
de P. his miſtreſs's father, had waited on hi 
mother, and after ten thouſand apologies and 
circumlocutions, had given her to underſtand, || 
that certain things had intervened, which ren- 
dered it impoſſible that he ſhould ever have the 
honour of being father-in-law to her ſon; and M 
requeſted her to inform him, how infinitely 
uneaſy he and all his family. were, at an inci- 
dent which deprived them of the pleaſure they 
had propoſed. to themſelves from that connec- 
tion. His. mother, he ſaid, had endeavoured | 
to diſcover the incident which. has produced 
this ſudden alteration; but to- no purpoſe. 
The old gentleman contented himſelf with 
aſſuring her, that the particulars would be 
equally diſagreeable and ſuperfluous, and then 
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— ook his leave, in the moſt polite and affection- 
0 1 3 3 ate terms that the French language could fur- 
S 3 . iſh him with. 


1 told ms 40 this with an air ſo eaſy 
ind contented, that I did not well know what 
s to make of it. My dear Marquis, faid I, it is 
E fortunate that I have been miſtaken z for you 

7 = know, I had taken it into my head that 
t 19 you were fond of the lady. You, were in the 
1 J right, my friend, ſaid he, je Paimai infiniment. 
| — Comment infiniment; ſaid I, and yet be 
ſo merry when you are juſt going to loſe her! 
| 3 | ——— Mais vous autres Anglols, ſaid he, vous 
avez des idees fi bizarres ;:——aimer infiniment, 
1 5 cela veut dire aimer comme on aime, tout le 
monde aime ainſi quand il ne ſe hait pas 
Mais j je vous conterai toute hiſtoire. 


My mother, added he, who is che beſt o crea- 
ture in the world, and whom I love with all my 
ſoul, told me this marriage would make her 
quite happy.——Al my uncles and aunts, and 
couſins, for ten generations, told me the ſame. 
I was informed, over and above, that the lady, 
her father, and all their relations, wiſhed this 
| alliance, with: the moſt obliging earneſtneſs. 
* The girl, herſelf, is tolerably pretty. They 
| will perſuade me to marry ſome, time or other, 
thought I ; why not now, as well as at another 
8 time? Why ſhould I refuſe to do a thing which 


44 VIEW ot SOCIETY AND 


will pleaſe ſo many people, without being. in 1 1 1 
the ſmalleſt degree diſpleaſing to myſelf ? — To J . 
be ſure, ſaid I, that would have been ill- natured. 
It was lucky, however, that you happened to 


be perfectly diſengaged, and did not prefer any 1 | 


other ND | : | = 
85 I 3 i 

You | are miſtaken, my friend, ſaid he; 1 Las 
preferred many to the lady in queſtion, and '3 70 


one in particular, whoſe name I will not men- q 
tion, but whom I love—whom I do love._— | 1 
Comme on aime, faid I, interrupting him, — 
: Non, parbleu | 1 og he, with warmth, comme 
on n'aime pas. Good Heaven! then, cried 1 
Bo how could you think of marryin g another? 1 . 
Cela n'empeèche rien, ſaid the Marquis, . 
ccolly ;—for I could not marry the other. 
She had the ſtart of me, and had undergone | 
the ceremony already; and therefore ſhe had 
no objection to my obliging my mother and re- 
lations in this particular, for ſhe is the beſt- 
natured v woman in the world. 


80 ſhe appears to be, ad L 0, pour 
cela oui, mon cher, added he, olle eſt la bonte 
meme. However, I am very well pleaſed, 
upon the whole, that the affair is gone off 
without any fault of mine; and though it is 
poſſible that it may be brought on at ſome fu- 
ture period, I ſhall ſtill be a gainer, parceque un 
mariage recule eſt touJaurs. autant de gagne ſur 
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Non tu ne le mettras pas, Colin, Kc. 


Theres 8 the picture of a French lover bor 
you. — I ſet down the whole ſcene as ſoon 


4 Jas F — left me, and fo I leave you to make 


Vvour own reflections. 
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EG * 


N F240 Fat. 


Ya U have often heard the French accuſed of | 3 - 
inſincerity, and of being warm in profeſſions, = 
but devoid of real friendſhip. 3 


Our countrymen, in particular, are led into 
this opinion, from the manners in general . | 
being more obſequious here, than in England. 
What Frenchmen conſider as common good 
manners, many — would call 1 : ; 5 
perhaps fawning. . 4 


Their langua oe abounds in complimental | : 
_ phraſes, which they diſtribute with wonderful 
profuſion and volubility ; but they intend no 
more by them, than an Engliſhman means 
when he ſubſcribes himſelf your moſt obedient | 
humble ſervant, at the concluſion of a letter. 


A Frenchman not only means nothing be- 
yond common civility, by the plentiful ſhower 
of compliments which he pours on every 
ſtranger; but alſo, he takes it for granted, 
that the ſtranger knows that nothing more is 
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Want. Theſe expreſſions are fully underſtood 
by bis own .countrymen : he imagines all the 
9 , | ER are as well informed; and he has not ö 
the ſmalleſt intention to deceive. But if any 
: man take theſe expreſſions in a literal ſenſe, 
| 3 and believes that people are in reality inſpired 
1 with friendſhip, or have, fallen in love with 

im at firſt fight, he will be very much diſap- 
ra, eſpecially if he expects ſtrong proofs 


of either. 


= Yet he has no right to accuſe the French of 
E | inſincerity, or breach of friendſhip . Friend- 
ip is intirely out of the queſtion. They never 
intended to convey any other idea, than that they 
vere willing to receive him on the footing of an 
acquaintance ;——and it vas the 'buſinels of 


TY, 2 his Rp . to have informed him of 
the feal POET or TREY N ocean Fo 8 OO. 

tal 952 

ful If the ſite words indeed were literally tran- 


Tated into XEnglith, and uſed by one:Englith- 
man to another, the perſon to whom they were 
addrefled, would have good reaſon to imagine 
chat tie other hall a particular regard for him, 
or meant to deceive him; becauſe the eſtabliſuj- 
ed modes of Goility and politeneſs in England 

do not W wen ane 


ee bs 4 proper allowance for dif- 
ferent modes and uſages which accident has 


Tt SI 2 


9 
| 1 
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N eſtabliſhed, is one great cauſe of the unfavour 1 1 
: able and harſh ſentiments, which the people of 9 80 
the different countries of the world too often I if 
harbour : crea each other. IPA E | of 
8 on 
5 may ay, 8 that this fuperfluiy 4 * 
4 compliments wick the French make uſe of, WF +, 
is a proof of the matter in queſtion 3 that the | = 

French have leſs ſincerity than their neigh. 

bours. By the ſame rule we muſt conclude, 1 
that the common people of every nation, who 2 S a 
_ uſe few complimental phraſes in their diſcourſe, WF w 
have a greater regard to truth, and ſtronger By al 
ſentiments of friendſhip, than thoſe in the fc 
middle and higher ranks. But this is what! e 
imagine it would be difficult to prove. Nee 
fr 
Theſe cl phraſes which have crep al 
into all modern languages, may, perhaps, be Ir 
ſuperfluous; or, if you pleaſe, abſurd : but they 5 
are ſo fully eſtabliſhed, that people of the great- l 
eſt integrity muſt uſe them, both in England P 
and in France; with this aalen that a ” 
ſmaller proportion will do in the language of M 
the one country, than in that of the other; but N 
they are indications of Sende in neither. y 
| 
Friendſhip ; 2 -- wane of FO 8 in MW * 


every climate. Happy the man who-can rear 
a few, even where, he has the moſt ſettled 
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'F | refidence. Travellers, paſſing through foreign 


countries, ſeldom take time to cultivate them ; 


* if they be preſented with ſome flowers, although 
of a flimſy texture and quicker growth, they 
! W ought to accept of them with thankfulneſs, 

and not quarrel with the natives, for chooſing 


to retain the other more valuable . for their 


| own uſe. | 


Of all travellers, the young Engliſh nobility 
and gentry have the leaſt right to find fault 


with their entertainment while on their tours 


abroad; for ſuch of them as ſhew a deſire of 
forming a connection with the inhabitants, by 
even a moderate degree of attention, are re- 


'l | ceived upon eaſier terms than the travellers 
from any other country. But a very conſider- 
= able number of our countrymen have not the 


ſmalleſt deſire of that nature: they ſeem rather 
to avoid their ſociety, and accept with 're- 
luctance every offer of hoſpitality. This hap- 
pens partly from a prejudice againſt foreigners 
of every kind; partly from timidity or natural 


reſerve; and in a great meaſure from indolence, 


and an abſolute deteſtation of ceremony and 

reſtraint. Beſides, they hate to be obliged: to 

ſpeak a language of which Try ſeldom Aveo b 

perfect command. r 
They frequently; therefore, form ſocieties 

or clubs of their own, where all ceremony Is 
Vox. I. 2. 
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diſmiſſed, and the greateſt eaſe and latitude 


allowed in behaviour, dreſs and converſation. 
There they confirm each other in all their pre- 
judices, and with united voice condemn and 
ridicule the cuſtoms and manners of Fay coun- 1 


1 but their own. 


By this conduct the true purpoſe of nel E | 
ling is loſt or perverted; and many Engliſh 


travellers remain four or five years abroad, 


and have ſeldom, during all this ſpace, been in 
any company, but that of their own country- 


men. 


1 To go 4a France and Italy, and there con- £ 
_ verſe with none but Engliſh people, and merely | 


that you may have it to ſay that you have 
| +been in thoſe countries is certainly abſurd: 
Nothing can be more ſo, except to adopt with 
enthuſiaſm. the faſhions, fopperies, taſte, and 
manners df thoſe countries, and tranſplant them 
to England, where they never will thrive, and 
vrhere they always appear aukward and unnatu- 
ral. For after all his efforts of imitation, a 
travelled Engliſhman is as different from a 


Frenchman or an Italian, as an Engliſh maſtiff 


is from a monkey or a fox : And if ever that fe- 
date and plain meaning dog ſhould pretend to 
the gay friſkineſs of the one, or to the ſubtilty 
uf the other, we ſhould certainly value him much 
leſs than we do. 


Wb 
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But I do not imagine that this extreme is by 


any means ſo common as the former. It is 


much more natural to the Englith character to 


2X deſpiſe foreigners than to imitate them. A few 


tawdry examples to the contrary, who return 
every winter from the continent, are hardly 


1 worth mentioning as exceptions. 


D 2 | 
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Paris, 


Y O UR acquaintance B- 
Paris for theſe three weeks paſt. I cannot con- 
ceive how he has remained ſo long; for he has a 
very bad opinion of this nation, and is fraught 


with the ſtrongeſt prejudice againſt French man- 


ners in general: He conſiders all their politeſſe 
as impertinence, and receives their civilities as a 


Prelude to he n of his ä 


He and I went this n to a review of 


the foot-guards, by Marſhal Biron. There was 
a crowd: and we could with difficulty get with- 
in the circle ſo as to ſee conveniently. An old 
.officer of high rank touched ſome people who 
ſtood before us, ſaying, Ces deux Meſſieurs 


ſont des etrangers ; upon which they imme-_ 


diately made way, and allowed us to pals. 


Don't you think that was very obliging, faid I. 
Yes, anſwered he ; but, by heavens, it was very | 


unjuſt. 


We returned by the Boulevards, where 
crowds of citizens, in their holiday dreſſes, were 
making merry; the young dancing cotillons, 


— has been in 


re 
re 


ed, who paid her the utmoſt attention. 
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1 the old beating time to the muſic, and applaud- 


ing the dancers, all in a careleſs oblivion of the 


; 7 paſt, thoughtleſs of the future, and totally oc- : | 
= cupied with the preſent. Theſe people ſeem 


very happy, ſaid I. Happy! exclaimed B. 


| if they had common ſenſe or reflection, they | 


would be miſerable. Why ſo? Could not the | 
miniſter, anſwered he, pick out half a dozen of 
them, if he pleaſed, and clap them into the Bi- 


cetre ? That is true, indeed, ſaid I ; that is a 


eataſtrophe which, to be ſure, may very proba- 


bly happen, and yet I thought. no more of it 


than they. 


We met, a few hay after by arrived, at a 
French houſe where we had both been invited 


to dinner. There was an old lady of quality 


preſent, next to whom a young officer was ſeat- 
He 
helped her to the diſhes ſhe liked, filled her glaſs 


with wine or water, and addreſſed his diſcourſe 
particularly to her. What a fool, ſays B——, 


does that young fellow make of the poor old 
woman |! If ſhe were my mother, d—n me, if 
[ would not call him to an account for it. —— _ 


Though. B— underſtands French, and 
ſpeaks it better than moſt Engliſhmen, he had 


no reliſh for the converſation, ſoon left the 


company, and has refuſed all invitations to din- 
ner ever ſince. He —— finds ſome of our 
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_ countrymen who dine and paſs the evening with 
Him at the adorns cs 


After the review this day, we continued to- 
gether, and being both difengaged, I propaſed, 


by way of variety, to dine at the public ordina- 
xy of the Hotel de Bourbon. He did not like 
this much at firſt, I ſhall be teaſed, ſays he, 


with their confounded ceremony : But on my 

obſerving that we could not expect much cere- 
mony or. politeneſs at a public ordinary, he 
5 agreed to go. 5 


55 Our entertainment turned out different, 1 
ever, from my expectations and his wiſhes : A 
marked attention was paid us the moment we 


entered: every body ſeemed inclined to accom- 
modate us with the beſt places. They helped 
us: firſt, and all the company ſeemed ready to 


facrifice every little conveniency and diſtinction 
to the ſtrangers : for, next to that of a lady, the 
moſt reſpected character at * is that of 2 


| ſtranger. 


After dinner, B— — and 1 walked into the 
gardens of the Palais Royal. 


There was nothing real in all the fuſs thoſe . 


people made about ax fays. he. 
I can't help thinking it 8 ſaid I, 


be treated with civility and apparent 3 


in a foreign country, by ſtrangers who know 


22õĩẽĩði˙⁊ ¶ W oe Wi-- a” bet. -- 


a. 
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nothing about us, but that we are re Engliſhmen, 
and ones their enemies. 


But l polen conſiſts in trifles, ſaid he. 
In what conſiſts any body's politeneſs ? rejoined 
 I,——The utmoſt a Frenchman will do for you, 
added he, is to endeavour to amuſe you, and 
make your time paſs agreeably while you re- 
main in his country. And I think that no 
trifle, anfwered I. There are ſo many ſources 
of uneaſineſs and vexation in this life, that 1 
cannot help having a good will, and even gra- 
titude, to al! thoſe who enable me to forget 
them; — For ſuch people alleviate my pain, and 
contribute to my happineſs. 


But theſe Frenchmen, el he, do not 
care a farthing for you in their hearts. And 
why ſhould I care a farthing for that? ſaid I. 

We have nothing to do with their hearts. You 


do not expect a. fr iend in every. agreeable ac- 
quaintance. 


But they are an intereſted ſet of people; and 
even thoſe among them who pretend to be your 
friends, do it only for ſome ſelfiſh end. 


That is only an aſſer tion, ſaid I, but no proof. 
If you ſtood in need of pecuniary aſſiſtance, 
they would not advance you a louis to ſave you 
from a jail, continued he. 
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I hope never to be perfectly aſcertained of 
that, ſaid 1; but if we were to cultivate 


ſriendſhip from the idea of aſſiſtance, that of 


nature, it would be doing exactly what you ac- 
cuſe them of: Beſides, continued I, the power 


and opportunity of obliging our acquaintances 
and friends with great, and what are called eſ- 


ſential ſervices, ſeldom occur; but thoſe attenti- 
ons and courteſies, which ſmooth the commerce 
between man and man, and ſweeten ſocial life, 
are in every body's power, and there are daily 
and hourly occaſions of diſplaying them, - par- 
Curſe their courteſies, 
ſaid he, they are the greateſt Bore in nature. I 
hate the French, they are the enemies of Eng- Y 
land, and a falſe, deceitful, perfidious —But as 
we did not come over, interrupted I, to fight 
them at preſent, we ſhall ſuſpend hoſtilities till a 
more convenient ſeaſon; and in the mean time, 


ticularly to ſtrangers.- 


if you have no objection, let us go to the _ 


He agreed to this propoſal, and here our con- 


verſqgign.ended. 
| You know B— 


beſt Jiſpoſition in the world. His manner, I 
imagine, was originally aſſumed from a notion, 
which he has in common with many people, 
that great politeneſs, and apparent gentleneſs 
of behaviour, are generally accompanied with 
falſehood and real coldneſs—even inhumanity 


is as worthy a fellow a -. 
lives; and under a 8 addreſs, conceals the 
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of character, as if human nature, like marble, 
took a poliſh proportionable to its hardneſs. 


| This idea is certainly formed without an ac- 
E curate examination, and from a ſuperficial view 
of mankind. As a booriſh addreſs is no proof 
of honeſty, ſo is politeneſs no indication of the 
| reverfe; and if they are once reduced to an 

| equality in theſe particulars, it is evident that the 
| latter is preferable in every other reſpe&.. 


But to return to the French, I am clearly of 
opinion, that a ſtranger may fairly avail himſelf 
ok every conveniency ariſing from their obliging 

manners, although he ſhould be convinced that 
all their aſſiduity and attention are unconnected 
with any regard to him, and flow entirely from 
| vanity and ſelf- love. He may perceive that his 
| Pirifian friend, while he loads him with civili- 
ties, is making a diſplay of his own proficiency 
in the ſcience of politeneſs; and endeavouring 
to thruſt himſelf forward in the good opinion 
of the company, by yielding the preference on 
a thouſand trifling occaſions: Though he plain- 
| ly ſees, that all this ſtooping is with a view to 
conquer, why ſhould he repine at a victory 

which is accompanied with ſo many convenien- 
cies to himſelf, why quarrel. with the motive 
while he feels the benefit of the effect: £9 


If writers or W of morality could, by - 
the force of eloquence, eradicate ſelfiſhneſs 
Ds 
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from the hearts of men, and make them in rea- 
lity love their neighbours as themſelves, it would 
be a change devoutly to be wiſhed. But until 
that bleſſed event, let us not find fault with 
thoſe forms and attentions which create a kind 
of artificial friendſhip and benevolence, which 
for many of the purpoſes of ſociety produce the 
ſame effects as the true. 


People who love to amuſe themſelves with 
play, and have not ready money, are obliged to 
uſe counters. You and I, my friend, as long 
as we cut and ſhuffle together, fhall never have 

occaſion for ſuch a ſuccedaneum ;—I am fully 
perſuaded we are provided, on both ſides, with 
a ſufficient quantity of pure gold. 


WII EN B. 


boouſe as was mentioned in my laſt, we found a 
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LETTER Mt 


Paris. 


and 1 ent to: the: play-- 


prodigious crowd of people before the door: 


Me could not get a place till after a conſiderable 
ſtruggle. The play was The Siege of Calais, 
founded on a popular ſtory, which muſt needs 
be intereſting. and — to the French 
nation. | 


Vou cannot conceive what preffing and 


crowding there is every night to ſee this fa- 
| vourite piece, which has had the ſame ſucceſs „ 
12 Verſailles as at Paris. 


There are ſome few critics, however, Who 


aſſert that it is entirely devoid of merit, and 


owes its run to the popular nature of the ſubject, 


more than to any intrinſic beauty in the verſes, 


which ſome declare are not even good French. 


When it was laſt acted before the King, 
it is ſaid, his Majeſty, obſerving that the 
Duc d'Ayen did not join in applauding, but 
that he rather ſhewed ſome marks of diſguſt, . 
turned to the Duke and ſaid, Vous rapplaudiſſez - 
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pas ? Vous n'etes pas bon Frangois, Monſicur 
le Duc. To this the Duke replied,—a Dieu 
ne plaiſe que Je ne fuſſe pas meilleur que les 


vers de la 


Obedient to the court in every other par- 


ticular, the French diſregard the deciſions pro- 


| nounced at Verſailles in matters of tafte. It 


very often happens that a dramatic piece, which 
haas been acted before the royal family and the 


court, with the higheſt applauſe, is afterwards 
damned with every circumſtance of ignominy at 

Paris. In all works of genius the Pariſians lead 
the judgment of the courtiers, and dictate to 


their monarch. 


In other countries at 3 it kit happened, 

| that ſome prince of ſuperior talents has, by the 
brightneſs of his own genius, enlightened the 

minds of his ſubjects, and diſpelled the clouds 


of barbariſm from his dominions. 


Since the commencement of this century a_ 
great empire has been improved from a ſtate of 


groſs ignorance, refined by the arts of peace, 
and inſtructed in the arts of war, by 'the vaſt 


genius and induſtry of one of its princes, who 


laid the foundation of its preſent power and 
| STIs. 


3 Another inconſiderable ſtate, with fewer re- 


ſources, has, at a later period, been created | 


DP „ os  - HS 
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A W monarchy, by the aſtoniſhing efforts, 
erſeverance, and magnanimity of its prefent 
king 3 ; whole love of knowledge and the arts 
has drawn ſome of the greateſt geniuſes in 
Europe to his capital; whence ſcience and taſte 
muſt gradually flow through his whole domi- 
| nions, where they w were formerly but little che- 
YL riſhed. : 


In theſe inſtances, and others which might 
be enumerated, the princes have been ſuperior 
| in genius to any of their ſubjects. The throne 
bas been the ſource whence knowledge and re- 
| finement have flowed to the extremities of the 5 
| nation. 


But this has never been the caſe in France, 
where it is not the king who poliſhes the people; 
but the people who reſine the manners, human- 
ze the heart, and, if it be not perfectly opaque, 5 
enlighten the weren of the king. 


N Telemaque, and many other works, have 
been compoſed with this intention. In many 
addreſſes and remonſtrances to the throne, ex- 
cellent precepts and hints are infinuated ; in an 
indirect and delicate manner. 


"By the . applauſe they beſtow on 
particular paſſages of the pieces repreſented at 
the theatre, they convey to the monarch the 
ſentiments of the nation reſpecting the mea- 
ſures of his government. 
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By aſcribing qualities to him which he does 
not poſſeſs, they endeavour. to excite within his w' 
. breaſt a defire to attain them: They try to cajole By 
him into virtue. Confidered: in this point of 1 p 
view, the defign of the equeſtrian ſtatue which | b 
the city of Paris has erected in honour: of I E p 
Lewis XV. may have been ſuggeſted from a 
more generous motive than flattery, to which it 
is generally imputed. This was begun by 
Bouchardon; who died when the work was 
well advanced, and has ſince been committed to 
Pigal to be finiſhed. 1 


The was 4 is placed on a very high pedeſtal, 4 
5 At the angles, are four figures, ſtanding in the 
manner of Caryatides, who repreſent the four | 
_ virtues, Fortitude, Juſtice, . Prudence, and the 
love of peace. All the ornaments are of Bronze. 


The two ſmall ſides of the pedeſtal are or- 
namented with gilded laurels and inſcriptions. 
On the front, towards the Thuilleries, is the 
| following: 
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The large fides of the pedeſtal are adorned 

with trophies. and bas reliefs. One repreſents. 

Lewis giving peace to Europe; the other re- 

preſents him in a triumphal chariot, crowned | 

by Victory, and. conducted by Renown to. a 
2 who ſubmit... 


, When we olige chat the miteriptiem and 
emblems allude to the concluſion of the war 
before the laſt, and what kind of inſcriptions 
are uſually put under the ſtatues of kings, we 


ſhall not find any thing outrageouſly flattering 
in the above; the moral of which is, that the 
love of peace is one of the greateſt virtues a 
king can poſſeſs. The beſt moral that can 
be inſinuated into the breaſt of a monarch. 


In this work, the horſe is infinitely more ad- 
mired, by ſculptors and ſatiriſts, than the king. 
But the greateſt overſight is, that the whole 
group, though all the figures are larger than 
life, have a diminutive appearance in the center 
of the vaſt area in which they are placed. 


The wits of Paris could not allow ſuch an 
opportunity of indulging their vein to eſcape 
unimproved. Many epigrams are handed about. 
5 Here are two: 


Bouchardon eſt un animal, 
Et ſon ouvrage fait pitie ; 
Il place les vices à cheval, 
Et met les vertus a pied. 


r e IEC Ie Wren — 
. 8 ' . 7 ; 
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Voilà notre Roi comme il ft A Verſailles; 
Sans 0 ſans loi, et ſans entrailles. 


Both are too frees 1 giving the idea of wicked 
diſpoſitions, and cruelty of temper, which do 


not belong to Lewis the Fifteenth; whoſe real 


character, in three words, is, that of a good- 
natured, eaſy-tempered: man, ſunk in ſloth and 
ſenſuality. 


1 have ſeen another infeription for the ſtatue 


handed about; it is in Latin, and very ſhort. . 


You may imagine that the authors of theſe 
would meet with a dreadful puniſhment, . if 
they were diſcovered. No danger of that kind. 
is ſufficient to reſtrain the inhabitants of this 
city, from writing and ſpreading ſach paſ- 
quinades, which. are e greatly reliſhed by the 
Whole oy 


Tadloed, 0 imagine there is more of the ſpirit 5 


of revenge, than of good policy, in attempting 
to repel ſuch humours; which, if they did not 


get vent in this manner, might break out in a 
more dangerous ſhape. 


Adieu. 
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, 


Pars: -- 


- 


5 I DINED yeſterday with an equal number 
of both ſexes, at the Chevalier B—s. He is 
ing houſe within a few leagues of Paris, which 
. the Marquis makes full as much uſe of as the : 
owner. 


's very intimate friend, and has a charm- 


The Obevatics a. a conkdereble revenue, 


| which he ſpends with equal magnificence and 
| economy. He has been married many years to 

his preſent lady, a moſt agreeable woman, with 
whom he poſſeſſes every thing that can make 
| their union happy, except children. 'They en- 
| deavour to forget this diſagreeable circumſtance, 
| by a conſtant ſucceſſion of company; and which 


is very ſingular here, the ſociety entertained by 


h the huſband and wife are the ſame. 


F, though much younger than either, 
is a great favourite of both; and they are al- 
ways pleaſed when he invites a ſmall company 
ot his friends to dine at their houſe. 
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The preſent party had been propoſed by 
Madame de M, a rich young widow, much 
admired: here; of whom I ſhall give you x 
glimpſe, en paſſant——for do not imagine 1 
2 undertake to deſcribe the moſt undeſcribable of 
all human beings, —— a fine French lady. 


Madame de M-— has ſome wit, more beau. 
ty, and a greater ſhare of vivacity than of both: 

if there were a fourth degree of compariſon, ! 
ſhould place her vanity there. She laughs a 
great deal, and ſhe is in the right; for her 
teeth are remarkably fine. She talks very 
much, and in a loud and deciſive tone of voice, 
This is not ſo judicions, becauſe her ſentiments 
are not ſo brilliant as her teeth, and her voice 
is rather harſh. She is received with attention 
and reſpect every where; that ſhe owes to her 
rank. She is liked and followed by the men; 
this ſhe owes to her beauty. She is not dif. 
liked by the women, which is s probably wing 
to her foibles. 


This lady i is thought to RY fond of P 
fo, to prevent ſcandal, the defired me to all 5 at 
her houſe, and attend her to the Chevalier's. 


I found her at her toilette, in conſultation 


. with a general officer and two abbès, concern- 


ing a new head-dreſs which ſhe had juſt in- 
vented. It was ſmart and fanciful; and, after 
a few corrections, received the ſanction of. all 
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E thoſe critics. They declared it to be a valuable 
= diſcovery, and foretold that it would immedi- 
7 ately become the general mode of Paris, and do 
bj immortal honour to the genius of Madame de 


She ache from before the mirror, "wth an | 
air of exultation. Allons, donc, mes enfans 


A —} la gloire, cried ſhe; and was proceeding 
to give orders for her equipage, when a ſervant 


entered, and informed her, that Madame la 
Comteſſe had accepted her invitation, and would 
certainly do herſelf the honour of dining with 
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T deſpair of giving you an idea of the ſudden 
change which this meflage occaſioned in the 


| features of Madame de x. Had ſhe heard 


of the death of her father, or her only child, 
ſhe could not have been more confounded. 

Eſt-il poſſe (faid ſhe, with an accent of de- 
ſpair) qu'on puiſſe Etre fi bete !—The ſervant 
was called and examined regarding the import 
of the anſwer he had brought from Madame la 

Comteſſe. It was even fo, ſhe was aſſuredly 
to come. Freſh exclamations on the part of 
Madame de M——. Did you ſend to invite 
her for this day, faid 1? Undoubtedly I did, 


replied Madame de M———. That could be 


delayed no longer. She came to town laſt 


Sunday. I therefore ſent her the politeſt meſ- 


ſage in the world, begging to have the honour: 
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of her company for this day, at dinner; and 
| behold, the horrid woman (with a Tode or 


ignorance of life without example) ſends me 


word ſhe will come. 


It is very ſhocking, indeed; ſaid I, that the 
ſhould have mifunderſtood your kindneſs ſo 
prodigiouſly. Is it not, faid ſhe? Could any 
mortal have expected fo barbarous: a return of 
civility ? She is connected with ſome of my re- 
_ tions in the country: when ſhe came to town, 
I immediately left my name with her porter. 
She called next day on me. I had informed 
my Swiſs, that I was always to be out when ſhe 


came. I was denied accordingly. Cela eſt tout 


_ ſimple, et ſelon les regles. The woman is twen- 
ty years older than I, and we muſt be inſupport- 
able to each other. She ought to have ſeen, 
that my invitation was dictated. by politeneſs 


only : the ſame politeneſs on. her. part ſhould 


have prompted her to ſend a refuſal. In this 


manner we might have viſited each other, dined 


and ſupped together, and remained on the moſt 
agreeable footing imaginable through the whole 
courſe of our lives: but this inſtance of groſſi- 
_ erete muſt put an end to all connection. Well, 
there is no remedy: I muſt ſuffer purgatory for 


this one day. Adieu. Preſent my compliments 
5 Inform her of this hor- 


to Madame B— 
rid incident. 


| and joined F 
| fad chance which had deprived us s of that ey * 
company. 
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Having condoled with Madame de M— 
on her unmerited misfortune, I took my leave 
, to whom I recounted the 


| . He did not appear quite ſo unhappy as ſhe | 
| had on the occaſion ; but he {wore he was con- 
vinced that the Counteſs had accepted the invi- 


tation to dinner par pure malice; for, to his 


| knowledge, {he was acquainted with their party 


to the Chevalier B——'s, and had certainly 


| ſeized that opportunity of plaguing Madame de 


M——, whom ſhe hated. Without that dou- 


ceur he imagined, the dinner would be as great 
x purgatory tothe Counteſs, as it could poſſibly 
be to Madame de M- 


| tionate friends contrived to paſs their time to- 


. How theſe affec- 


gether I know not, but we had a moſt agreeable 


| party at the Chevalier's—the Marquis enter- 
| taining the er e with the hiſtory of Ma- 
dame M 


s misfortune, and the loving tete 
a tete hich it had occaſioned. This he related 


| with ſuch ſprightlineſs, and deſcribed his own | 


grief and difappointment with ſuch a flow of 
good humour, as in fome degree indemnified the 
N for the lady s abſence, 
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Th OUGH the gentleneſs of French man- 

ners qualifies in ſome degree the ſeverity of the 

Zovernment; as I obſerved in a former letter, 

ſtill the condition of the common — Is by 
No means CORY: | 


| When we [caviar the prodigious reſources 
of this kingdom; the advantages it enjoys above 
almoſt every other country in point of foil, cli- 
mate, and ſituation; the induſtry and ingenuity 


of the inhabitants, attached by affection to their 


Kings, and ſubmiſſive to the laws; we natu- 


rally expect that the bulk of the nation ſhould 


be at their eaſe, and that poverty ſhould be as 
little known here as in any country of Europe. 
I do not ſpeak of that ideal or comparative po- 
verty, the child of envy and covetouſneſs, which 
may be felt by the richeſt citizens of London 
or Amſterdam ; or of the poverty produced in 
capitals by gaming, luxury, and diſſipation: 
But of that actual poverty, which ariſes when 
the laborious part of a nation cannot acquire 
a competent ſhare of the neceſſaries of life, by 


their aur. 
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The two firſt flow from the vices and extra- 
ragance of individuals: The other from a bad 


* 


Much of the arſt may be found in 1 London, 


| where more riches circulate than in any city in 
Europe; of the laſt there is little to be ſeen 1 in 
country of 3 | 


The 1 of this is the caſe in France, 
where the pooreſt inhabitants of the capital are 


| often in a better ſituation than the laborious pea- 


ſant. The former by adminiſtering to the luxu- 


ries, or by taking advantage of the follies of the 


great and wealthy, may procure a tolerable live- 
lihood, and ſometimes make a fortune; while 


the peaſant cannot, without much difficulty, earn 


a ſcanty and 3 ſubſiſtence. 


0 have. an adequate lea of the wealth of e 
England, we muſt viſit the provinces, and ſee 


how the nobility, the gentry, and eſpecially the 
farmers and country people in general live. 
The magnificence of the former, and the abun- 
dance which prevails among the latter claſſes, 
muſt aſtoniſh the natives of any other . 8 
in Europe. | 


To retain a favourable notion of the wealth 

of France, we muſt remain in the capital, or 
viſit a few trading or manufacturing towns; but 

muſt ſeldom enter the chateau of the Seigneur, 


72 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 


or the hut of the peaſant. In the one, we 
ſhall find nothing but tawdry furniture, and 
from the other we ſhall be ſcared by penury. 


A failure of crops, or a careleſs adminiſtra. 
tion, may occaſion diſtreſs and ſcarcity of bread 


among the common people at a particular time: 
But when there is a permanent poverty through 
various reigns, and for a long tract of years, 
among the peaſantry of ſuch a country as 
France; this ſeems to me the ſureſt proof of 
a careleſs and, conſequently, an oppreſſive go- 


vernment. Yet the French very ſeldom com- 
plain of their government, though often of 


their governors ; and never of the Ein 85 but 
Z 2 858 of the miniſter. 


Although the enthubaſtic affeſtion which the 
people of this nation once felt for their preſent 
monarch be greatly abated, it is not annihilated. 


Some of the courtiers indeed, who are ſup- 


poſed to adminiſter to the King's pleaſures, are 
deteſted. The imprudent oſtentatious luxury 
of the miſtreſs, is publicly execrated; but their 
cenſure of the King, even where they think 
themſelves quite ſafe, never burſts out as it 
would in ſome other nations, in violent expreſ- 
ſions, ſuch as, Curſe his folly, —his weakneſs, 
or — his obſtinacy. No: Even their cenſure 


of him is intermingled with a kind of affec- 


tionate regret. Naturellement il eſt bon, they 
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TH Aud when they obſerve the deplorab'e 


anxlety and diſguſt in his countenance, which 
are the concomitants of a conſtitution jaded by 


pleaſure, and of a mind incapable of applica- 


non, they cry, Mon Dieu, qu "il eſt triſte! II 
eſt malheurcux Jui-meme comment peut-il 5 
| penſer a nous autres 1 | 
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I am perſuaded, FRO in 1 of the diſcon- 
tent which really ſubſiſts at preſent in France, 


the Ein f.. get recover the eſteem and affection 
of hi Fry 


at once by. the ſimple manœuvre 
of. Ang his miniſter, and a few other un- 
popular antlers,” A Lettre de Cachet, or- 
eng them. to baniſhment, or ſhutting them 


up in che Baſtile, would be conſidered as a 


complete revolution of gov ernment, and the na- 


tion, would require ng other Bill of Rights than 


what de from this rene inſtrument : 


of. tyranny. 1 117 


As matters are at 18 in my opinion, no 


body of men in France has, properly ſpeaking, 


any rights. The Princes, the nobleſfe, and the 


clergy, have indeed certain privileges which diſ- 


tinguiſh” ther in different degrees from ther 

fellow-lubjetts : but as for rights, they have 
none; or Which amounts tö the ſame. thing, | 
none which can defend them, or which they 
can defend againſt the Monarch, whenever he 


in his royal wiſdom chooſes to invade "or Annie 


hiläte then. | wv 1 15 "4 71 1 
Vor, E 
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A Frenchman will tell you, that their parlia- | 


ments have the. right of remonſirating to the | 
throng upon certain occaſions, This is a Fre- 
cious privilege indeed! The common council of 


London are in poſſeſſion, of t this glorious + right 


alſo, and we all, know what it avails. 'fs 15 He. 


the power of which Owen Glendower boalted 


ell 


. the onkforiing; was, that none came iq conſe 
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The Parliaments of TT can n indeed ve Fa remio=, | 


ſtrate; and have done it With ſuch fir 


Tenth 2, 
: reaſoning. and energy of expreſſion, "Tm 155 N 


151 Ot 


eloquence were, aple to. enn oyer . 
Power, every; grievance would 4 bavg AP Os 


relied. 
Jan \\ 3001 {of \ ) 


some of theſe cen e alplay AGO" 
by examples of the moſt ſubtime-anid* patfietic ” 
eloquence, but alſo breathe a ſpirit of Freedom 
which, wo do. me. to a. Britiſh ER. 
S 


The dare which the, mos «0 14 
paxlizzpent, of. Paris; male to the will; of che 
Kipg, dogs them the greateſt, honous.... Indeed. 
the lawyers, in. France have, diſplayed mere 
| juſt and: manly. ſentimgnts oh; government, and. 7 
 hayg made a nobler ſtruggle againſt deſpgtic 
power, than any ſet of men in the king⸗ 
dom. It has therefore often affected me wit 10 


{-F 
1 


ie calling ſpirits from the vaſty deep. But 


> 
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ſurpriſe and indignation, to odferve the attempts 


that are made here to turn this body of men 
into ridicule. 


One of this profeſfion is never introduced on 
the ſtage but in a ridiculous character. This 
may give ſatisfactiom to the prince, whoſe power 
they have endeavoured to limit, or to thought- 
leſs ſlavith courtiers; but ought to be viewed 
with horror by the nation, for whoſe' good the: | 
gentlemen of the long-robe have hazarded fo 
much; for in their oppoſition to the court, 
much perfonal danger was to be feared, ane no 
lucrative advantage to he reaped. £41 


' Thoſe who oppoſe the court meaſures i in our 
land incur, I thank E 280 5 no pe, nal riſk 
on that account. A member of t!:3 Britiſh 
parliament may launch his patriotic. bark i in the 
moſt perfect ſecurity. He may glide down. the 
current of invective, ſpread all his canvas, 
catch every gale, and ſail for an hour or two 
upon the edge of treaſon, without any riſk of 
being ſucked into its whirlpool. But though 
he has nothing to fear, it is equally evident 
he has nothing to hope from ſuch a voyage. 
Oppoſition was formerly conſidered as a means 


of getting into power: Mais nous avons change 
tout cela. Let any one recollect the numbers 
who, with very moderate abilities, have crawled 
on their knees into office, and compare them 
with the numbers and ſucceſs of thoſe who, 
3 


-_ 
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armed with genius and the artillery of eloquence, 


attempt the places by ſtorm; if, after this, he 
joins the aſſailants, he muſt either act from other 

motives than thoſe of ſelf- intereſt, or betray his 
| es in the caleulatton of chances. 


\ The ſecurity, and even . exiſtence; of the 
par liament of Paris, depending entirely on the 


pleaſure of the King, and having no other wea- 
pons, offenſive or defenſive, but juſtice, argu- 
ment, and reaſon, their fate might have been 
foreſeen the uſual fate of thoſe who have no 
other artillery to oppoſe to power: The mem- 


bers were diſgraced, and the parliament abo- 


liſhed. The meaſure was conſidered as violent; 


the exiles were regarded as martyrs; the be 
: were alt iſhed and grie ved. At length, reco- 


vering f from their ſurpriſe, they diſipated their 
ſorrow, as they do on all occaſions of great ca- 
Jamity,— 7 ſome very 7 NEITY ſongs. 


a 
c 
7 
] 
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: -"Pagia.- 


Ms Y: friend. F. 


called on me a few days | 


ſince, and as ſoon as he underſtood that I had 


no particular engagement, he ' inſiſted ' that 1 


ſhould drive ſomewhere into the country, dine 


tete-2-tete with him, and return in time for the 


play. 


When we had drove a few miles I perceived 
a genteel-looking young fellow, dreſſed in an 
old uniform. He ſat under a tree on the graſs; 
at à little diſtance from the road, and amuſed 


himſelf by playing on the violin. As we came 
nearer, we perceived he had a wooden leg, part 


of which ay] in fragments by his fide. 


What do you there, ſoldier ? faid the Mar- 
quis. I am on my way home to my own vil- 
lage, mon officier, ſaid the ſoldier. But, my 
poor friend, reſumed the Marquis, you will be 
a furious long time before you arrive at your 
Journey's end, if you have no other carriage 


beſides theſe, pointing to the fragments of his 


wooden leg. I wait for my equipage and all 
my ws ſaid the ſoldier; and I am greatly 
E 3 
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miſtaken if I do not ſee them this moment 
coming down the hill. 


We ſaw a kind of cart, drawn by one horſe, 

in which was a woman, and a peaſant who 
drove the horſe. While they drew near, the 
. ſoldier told us he had been wounded in Corſica 
—-that his leg had been cut off- that before 
fetting out on that expedition, he had been 
tontracted to a young woman in the neigh- 
bourhood—that the marriage had been paſt- 
| potied till his return but when he appeared 
with a wooden jeg, that all the gnTs relations 


had oppoſed the match. The girPs mother, 


who was her only ſurviving parent, when he 
| began his conrtthip, had always been his friend; 


| but ſhe had died while he was abroad. The 
young woman herfelff, however, remained con- 


ſtant in her affections, received him with open 


_ areas, and had agreed to leave her relations, 
and accompany him to Paris, from whence | 

they intended to ſet out in the diligence to the 
town where he was born, and where his father 


till lived: e on the way to Paris his 


wooden leg had ſnapped, which b | obliged his 
miſtreſs to leave him, and go to the next village 
in queſt of a cart to carry him thither, where 


he would remain till ſuch time as the carpenter 


mould renew his leg. Ceſt un malheur, con- 
cluded the ſoldier, mon e, bien · tot n | 


—ef voici mon amie | 1 
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The girl ſprung before the cart, feized the - 
outſtretched hand of her lover, and told him 
with a ſmile full of affection, that ſhe had ſeen 
un admirable carpenter, who had promiſed to 
make a leg that would not break, that it would 
be ready by to-morrow, and they might refume 
their journey as ſoon after as they pleaſed, 


The Foldief received h his s miftteſs 8 compliment 
as it deſer ved. | IE > 


She ſeemed about twenty years of age, 2 
beautiful fine-ſhaped girl—a Brunette, whoſe = 
countenance indicated ſentiment and viv acity. 


You ey be mach fatigued, my dear, id 
the Marquis. On me fe fatigue pas, Monſicur, 
quand on travaille pour ce qu'on aime, replied 
the girl. The ſoldier kiſſed her hand with a 
gallant and tender air. When a woman has 


fixed her heart upon a man, you ſee, ſaid the 


Marquis, turning to me; it is not a leg more 
or leſs that will make her change her ſentiments. 
Nor was it his legs, ſaid Fanchon, w hich made 
ay impreſſten n my heart, If they had niade 
4 little, However, laid the Murat you would 


not have been fingular in your way of thinking; 
but, allons, continued he; addreſſing himſelf to 
im. This girl is quite charming her lover 
has the: appearaliee of a brave fellow; they 
2 but three legs betwixt them, and we have 
if you have no objection 5 they [hall have : 

bs 4 
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the carriage, and we will follow on foot to the 
next village, and ſee what can be done for theſe 
lovers. I never agreed to a propoſal with more 
plexſurg in my ble. ny 


The ſoldier began to make diffculties about 


entering into the vis-A-vis. Come, come, friend, 


ſaid the Marquis, I am a Colonel, and it is your 
duty to obey : Get in without more ado, and 


Your miſtreſs thall follow. FF 


Eutrons: mon bon ami, aid the girl, ſince 
| theſe gentlemen inſiſt RT en us ſo much : 
Honour: - FOE ey e 


A * We you would do aber to the > 
fineſt coach in France. Nothing could pleaſe 
me more than to have it in my power to make 


you happy, faid the Marquis. Laiſſez mei 


faire, mon Colonel, ſaid the ſoldier; Je ſuis 
heureuſe comme une reine, ſaid Fanchon. 
Away moved the chaiſe, and the ne and 


ande. 0 
1 


f 1 \ + 


e vous, ee nous en heureux 
nous autres Frangdis à bon marché, ſaid the 


Marquis to me, ans with a ſmile, le bon- 


heur, A ce qu'on m'a dit, eſt plus cher en 
Angleterre. But, anſwered I, how: long will 


- 


this laſt with theſe poor people? Ah, pour le 


coup, ſaid, voila une , reflexion bien Angloiſe 


that, indeed, is what I cannot tell; neither 


do 


fan 


thr 
mis 
qui 
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do I know how long you or I may live; but 1 
fancy it would be great folly: to be ſorrowful 
through life, becauſe we do not know how ſoon 
misfortunes may come, and becauſe we are 
quite certain that death is to come at laſt. . 


When we arrived at the inn to which we 
had ordered the poſtillion to drive, we found. 
the ſoldier and Fanchon. After having ordered 
ſome victuals and wine — Pray, ſaid I, to the | 
| ſoldier, how do you propoſe to maintain your 
wife and yourſelf ? One who has contrived to 
live for five years on ſoldier's pay, replied he, 
can have little difficulty for the reſt of his life. 
I can play tolerably well on the fiddle, added : 
he, and perhaps there is not a village in all 
France of the ſize, where there are ſo many 
marriages as in that in which we are going to 
ſettle—T ſhall never want employment. And 


|. I, faid Fanchon, can weave hair nets and ſilk 


; purſes, and mend ſtockings. Beſides, my uncle 
has two hundred livres of mine in his hands, 
and although he is brother-in-law to the: Bailiff, 

and v2lontiers brutal, yet J will make him pay it 
every ſous—And I, ſaid the ſoldier, have fif. 
teen livres in my pocket; beſides two louis that, 
1 lent to a poor farmer to enable him to pay . 


the taxes, and which he will repay me when he 
is able. 5 


5 


Von ſe, Sir, ſaid Fanchon to me, chat we 
are not objects of compaſſion. May we not be 
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happy, my good fricnd (turning to her lover 
with a look of exquiſite tenderneis), if it be 
not our own fault? If you are not, ma douce 
amie; ſaid the ſoldier with great warmth, je 
ſerai bien & plaindre I never felt a more 
charming ſenſation. The tear trembled in the 


Marquis's eye. Ma fol, ſaid he fo me, Ceſt 


une comedie larmoyatite—— Then turning to 


Fanchon, Come hither, my dear, faid he, till 


ſuch time as you can get payment of the two 
hundred livres, and my friend here recovers 


His two louis, accept of this from me, putting 
2 purſe of louis into her hand I Hope you will 
continue to love your huſband, and to be loved 


by him. Let me know from time to time 


how your affairs go on, and how I can ſerve 
you. This will inform you of my name, and 
where I live. Bur if ever you do me the plea- 
ſure of calling at my houſe at Paris, be ſure 
10 bring your Rufband with you; for I would 


not wiſh to eſteem you leſs or Iove vou more 


thaw F do this moment. Let me fee you ſome- 
times x bat always bring your Huſband along 


with you. I fhall never be afraid to truſt her 


with you, ſaick the foldier : She ſhall ſee you as 
ied as alen, without my going with her | 


. 21 was by too much venturing 12 your ber- 
jeant told me) that you loſt your leg, my beſt 


friend, ſaid Fanchon; with a finite to her lover. 


Menſfieas be Coloneb weſt que trop atmuble.. 1 


=. Od re 3 57 


8 : | 1 
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gt tow 1 his ARE literally, and when I have 


the honour of waiting on him, you ſhall always 
attend DM. Dr idly IIe (del Fas 
50D Let 

Heaven Wh yon boy h, ny REY friends, 5 
ſaid the . e may he never know what 
happinel 18 WhO attempts to interrupt Jour 
felicity ! F 1 "all Fe my bufineſs tg find out ſome 


em pymcn or Jou, my tellow-fofdier, more 
prohit table than Playing on the fiddle. In the 


mean time ſtay here till a coach comes, Which | 


all! bring ou both this night to Paris; „ my 
: fery ant l Todgings for; you, and the 
bet SLY for wooden. ] legs that can be found. 
Wh en” We. are, prop ly. equi ipped, let me ſee 

you” efore, you $9; 4 Adieu, my: honeſt 
5 dos be did to Fanchon : She ſeems to de- 
Weep GVS. Adieu, | ATLAS ; 1 ſhall be 
happy 10 k | hear that y you 2 are as fond of Dubois 

two 19 „ el Rae are at. 'preſent. 50 
fayim "bi " ſhook abc by the hand, ſaluted 
Fi on, übel me into the Kaner before 
fit, dl fe de doe. 


U 


3} 


As wetHtittie to towrl; Ee ; hike ont rd 

times into warm Praiſes of Fanchon's beauty, 
which infpired f me with Tome ſufpicion chat © 
| might have further VIEWS pg her. 


1 
»4 
4 


IWA üfcfently ae lbtec Kü Ris free 
tian of FR; and 1 Rad 4 fitkle Before feen 


him on the point of being married to one 
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woman, after he had arranged every thing, = 
N he called } it, with another. | 


£ 4 ” % 1 
11 a . ; *. 


54 


tioned him! in a a jocular fiyle on this Ane | 


No, my friend, Haid he, Fanchon ſhall never 
be attempted by me. Though I think ber ex- 


8 ” 


ceedingly pretty, and of that kind of beanty t too 


that is moſt to my taſte; yet I: am more charm- 


ed with her conſtancy to honeſt Pubois, than 
with any other thing about her : If ſhe loſes 
that, ſhe will loſe her greateſt beauty! in mx eyes. 
Had ſhe been ſhackled to a moroſe, exhauſted, 


jealous fellow, and defired a redreſs of grievan- 
ces, the caſe would have been different; but! her 
heart is fixed upon her old lover Dubois, who 


ſeems to be a worthy man, and I dare fay ay. will 


. 1830 


make her happy. If I were inclined totry her, 


very probably it would be in vain : The con- 


ſtancy which has ſtood firm againſt "abſence and | 


2 cannon-ball, wopld r not be overturned by the 
airs, the tintel, and the j Jargon ofa p Petit maitre. 
It gives me pleaſure to believe it wou 


I am determined never to make the trial. 


'F— 


never appeared ſo perſeQy : amiable. - 


1 called: and ſupped a me 25 PE 


evening. I was too full of the adventure of 


Fanchon and Dubois not to mention it to him, 


* 


PETS o7 Poet 14 


d not, and 


hone! 
with 
he al 
origi 
of f. 
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with all the particulars of the Marquis' s beha- 
viour. This F of yours, ſaid he, is an 
honeſt Fellow. Do—contrive to let us dine 
with him to-morrow. | By the bye, continued 
he after a little pauſe, are not thoſe F————s 
originally from England ? I think I have heard : 
of ſuch a name in Yorkſhire. 


Adieu. 
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i AM une my when A take en aſſert, that 
| mankind always act from motives of ſelf-intereſt 
It creates a ſuſpicion that thoſe who maintain 
this ſyſtem, judge of others by their own feel 
ings. This concluſion, however, may be as 
erroneous: as the general aſſertion; for I have 
heard it maintained (perhaps Nh. affectation 


by very diſintereſted people, who, when pulh- 


ed, could not . fupport their argument without 
perverting the received meaning of language. 
Thoſe who perform generous, or apparently diſ- 
Intereſted actions, ſay they, are prompted. by 
ſelfiſh motives by the pleaſure which they 
themſelves feel. There are people who have 


this feeling ſo ſtrong, that they cannot pals a 


' miſerable object without endeavouring to aſſiſt 


bim. Such people really relieve chemſelie 


when they relieve the . 


t A n ge 
ities, that . people are not benevolent „ be- 
cauſe 1. cannot be ee, | 


All this is very wie ith: is it FN F 


Tuo men are ſtanding near a 1 in 


St. James s-ſtreet. There are {ome pine- apples 


22 0 — EC, 
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within the window, and a poor woman with an 


infant crying at her empty breaſt without. Otte 


of the gentlemen walles in, pays a gulnea for 4 
pine-apple which he calmly devours ; while the 
woman implores him for a pefity, to buy her 4 
morſel of bread—and implores in vain: not 
that this fine Zentleman values a penny; but to 
put his hand in his pocket would give lim ſome 
trouble ;—the diſtreſs of the woman gives him 
none. The other man happens to have a guinea 


in his pocket alſo; he gives it to the woman, 


walks home, and * on beef. takes wich his 


wife and children. 7 


Without doing injuſtice to tlie taſte of the 
former, We may believe, that the latter received 


the higher gratification for his guinea. You 


will never convince me, howevyre that his 


” „ 


other 3 


* 1 * ade the des L men- 


tioned in my laſt letter, I met F— — and 


B— at the opera. They had become ac- 
quainted with each other at my lodgings two 
days before, according te B deſire; It 
gave me en to ME: thea on * es a 
footing. Mieiboants 36 Dow Tit] | 


& mite us to 80 1 and 501 an 8 


with him before he went to bed ; ; to which we 
aſſented. 


7 
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The marquis then told us, we ſhould have 
the pleaſure of ſeeing Fanchon, in her beſt 
gown, and Dubois, with his new leg for he 
had ordered. his valet to invite them, with two 
or three of his een a little ſupper, 


While the Marquis was - ſpeaking, his coach 
drove up to. the door of the opera, where a 
well-known lady was at that moment waiting 
for her carriage. | 


mutt ſeemed to recolle& himſelf of a ſud- 
ach. ſaying, he muſt be excuſed from going 
with us, having an affair of ſome i importance to 


i tranſact at home. _ 


The Marquis ſmiled—ſhook - B— 
hand ſaying, eſt apparement quelque affaire 
qui regarde la conſtitution, vivent les Anglo 
pour: amour patriotique: 1 


When we arrived at the Marquis's, the er- 
vants and their gueſts were aſſembled in the 


little garden behind the hotel and dancing, by 


en to Dubois“ 8 muſic. 


He and Fab were invited to a glaſs of 
wine in the Marquis's parlour. The poor fel- 
| low's heart ſwelled at the ſight of his benefactor. 
He attempted to expreſs his gratitude ; but his 

voice failed,” and he could not articulate 2 


word. 


— W the 
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Vous n avez pas à faire à des ingrats, Mon- 


geur le Colonel, ſaid Fanchon. My huſband, 


continued ſhe, is more affected with your good- 
neſs, than he was by the loſs of his leg, or the 
cruelty of my relations. She then, in a ſerious 
manner, with the voice of gratitude, and in the 


language of nature, expreſſed her own and her 
| huſband's obligations to the Marquis; and, 


amongſt others, ſhe alluded to twenty louis 
which her huſband had received de ſa part that 


very afternoon. , You intend, to make a ſaint of 
2 inner, my dear, faid the Marquis, and to 


ſucceed the better, you | invent falſe miracles. 
I know nothing of the twenty louis you men- 
tion. But I know a great deal; for here they 
are in my pocket, ſays Dubois. The Marquis 
ſtill inſiſted they had not come from him. The 
ſoldier then declared, that he had called about 
one 0 clock, to pay his duty to Monſieur de 
F—— —; but not finding him at home, 

he was 8 to his lodgings, when in the 


| ſtreet he obſerved. a gentleman looking at him 
| vith attention, who ſoon accoſted him, demand- . 


ing if his name was not Dubois ? If he had not 
loſt his leg at Corſica ? and ſeveral other queſ- 
tions, which being anſwered in the affirmative, 
he flipped twenty louis into his hand, telling him 
that it would help to furniſh his houſe. . Dubois 
in aſtoniſhment” had exclaimed -— Mon Dieu! 
voila encore Monſieur 6 Upon 
wich the, : Kranges had replied Les, he ſends 
nth 
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you. that, by me : and immediately he turneq 
into another ſtreet, and Dubois 15 no more of 
him. 


We „ all u PRION at hs 1 
rirxy of this Frtle advemure. On enquiriiz 
more particularly about the appearance of thi 


Finger, I was convinced ws could be ho oth 
__ N 61 041 HA 31 18 7 


Lo i remembered he had 17 5 ita with the 
| tory of Dubois when I told it him. You khoy 
. — is not one of thoſe, who allow any emo- 
tions of that nature to paſs unimproved, or to 

; evaporate in ſentiment. He generally | puts them 

to fome prackical vſe.—80 having met Dubois 
8 aceidentally i in the freet, he had made him thi 

| Tmall preſent, inthe 1 above related; and 
on his underſtanding that Dubois and Fanchon 
were at T, he had declined Bages to axoid 
any explanation on. the fubject, | 


Had our frrend B. been of ns 
or much teflection, in his charity, he would 
have tonſitleted, that as the ſbldter had already 

dern taken food tate of, and tas under the 
ptotection bf a genertus man, there was no call 
for his interferfrig im the buftfteſs; afid he would 

| probably Have kept his tate gulnen The r ſor 
more prefling etal! 25 e 


There are men \ in the world (and very Re 
fal, and moſt reſpeclable men no doubt they 


MANNERS. IN FRANCE, Se. 


are) who examine the pro's and the con's before 
| they decide upon the moſt indifferent occaſiun; 
who are directed in all their actions by propre. 


ty, and by t the general received notions of duty. 


Lt hey weigh, in the niceſt ſcales, every claim 
that an acquaintance, a relation, or a friend 


may have on them z and they endeavour to pay 


them on demand, as they would a bill of ex- 
change. They calculate their income, and prd-. 
| portion every expence; and heating it aſſerted = 
every week from the pulpit, that there is e&- 

ceeding good intereſt to de paid one time or 


other, for the money that is given to the poor, 
they riſk a little every year upon that venture. 


Their paſſions, and their affuirs are always in 


excellent order; they walk through life undif- 
turbed by the misfortunes of others; and when 
they come to the end of their journey, they are 


decently interred i in a church-yard. 


There is another ſet of men, who never cal- 


culate; for they are generally guided by the 


heart, which never was taught arithmetic, and 
knows nothing of accounts. Their heads have 


ſcarcely a vote in the choice of their acquaint- 
ances; and without the conſent of the heart, 


moſt certainly none in their friendſhips. They 
perform acts of benevolence, without recollect- 
ing that this is a duty, merely for the pleaſure 
they afford; and perhaps forget them, as they 


dôo their own pleaſures when paſt. 


for the ſoul of me I cannot help preferring the 
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As for little occaſional charities, theſe are a3 
natural to ſuch characters as breathing; and 
they claim as little merit for the one as for the 
other, the whole ſeeming an affair of inſtindt 

rather than of reflection | 


That the. 6ſt of theſe two claſſes of men is 
| the moſt uſeful to ſociety ;- that their affairs will 
be conducted with moſt circumſpection; that 
they will keep out of. many ſcrapes and difficul- 
ties that the others may fall into; and that they 
are (if you inſiſt upon it very violently) the moſt 
virtuous of the two, I ſhall not diſpute: Yet 


other; for almoſt all the friends I have ever 
had 1 m my life, are . the ſecond dal. 


- * 
& ju 
28 * 3 * | — 
* « A 4 " Lc. P 
of * 
, 


MANN E RS IN FRANCE, &c. 93 


LETTER XVI. 


: 
# 


Paris. 


88 the ae! gaiety and on 
tility of the French nation, I have often been 
ſarpriſed at their fondneſs for tragedy, efpecial- 


ly:as their tragedies are barren of incident, full 


of long dialogues, and declamatory ſpeeches ; | 


and modelled according to the n 1 . B 


critical legiſlation. | 


The moſt ſprightly and faſhionable cls of 
both ſexes flock to theſe entertainments in pre- 
ference to all others, and liſten with unrelaxed - 
gravity and attention. One would i imagine that 
ſuch a ſerious, - correct and uniform amuſement, 
would be more congenial with the phlegm, and 
ſaturnine diſpoſitions of the Engliſh, than with 
the 83s volatile e of the, French. 


An Engliſh audience loves, 8 bulile, 901 
incident in their tragedies ; 5: and. have a mortal 


averſion to long dialogues and ſpeeches, — 


ever fine the ſentiments, and however beautiful 
the ae may be. | 5 


In this it would ſeem, that the two nations 
had changed characters. Perhaps it would be 
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e to account for it in a ſatisfactory man. 
5 I ſhall not attempt it. A Frenchman 
mY cut the matter ſhort, by ſaying, that the 
Paris audience has a more correck and juſt taſte 
than that of London; that the one could be 


amuſed and delighted with poetry and ſenti. 


ment, while the other could not be kept awake 


without buſtle, | guards, OY 199 
Aghting and murder. 


- hs my own part, 1 admire the French Mel- 
: pomene more in the clofet: than on the ſtage. 


bo cannot be reconciled to the French actors of 


tragedy. Their pompous manner of dechiming 
ſeems to me very unnatural. The ſtrut, and 


ſuperb geſtures, and what they call 1a maniere 
noble, of their: 'boaſted Le Kain, appear, in ME 


An "y KRttle outre. 


The julia the Aged aalen. the 


energy: of Garrick's action, have deſtroyed my 
reliſh for any manner different from his. That 
exquiſite, but coneealed art, that magic power, 


by which he could melt, freeze, terrify the 


ſoul, and command the abedient. paſſions. as he 
pleaſed; we logk for i in yang. upon our OWN. ar 


id Sens frage. 


What Horace ſaid of Nature, may be a 
e with. ee, ne to that 3 eee 
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—ñuxrat, aur igel ad ham 
Aut ad humum mErore. gravi deducit, et angit. = 


One of the moſt difficult things i in adding i is 
the player” $ concealing, himſelf behind the cha- 
rafter, be. aſſumes : , The inſtant, the ſpectator 


Leers a 1 peep. of him, the whole illuſion vaniſhes, | 
and the pleaſure is ſucceeded by diſguſt. In 
Oedipus, Mahomet, and Oroſmane, I have al- 


ways detefted. Le Nain; hut I have ſeen. the 


Engliſh. Roſcine rehreſent Hamlets: Leary Ri: 
chard without recolleQing that. there, was, . 
a perſn as David AY in the world, 


15 15365" . 4 {3 


The Ta Ree: Ry are 8 in 10. . 


in ocerſſep the. madeſly of nature. Nature is not 
[the e criterion by Which their, merit. is. to be triech 


6 audience, meaſurts them by. a more ſublime 
dandard, and if they come not up to that, they. 
cannot pate muſter. 


Natural oth; 20% 2, . 88 N 
ſrem ta think, incompatible with, dignity, and 


imaging that the hero mult anppunce the great-. 


nels of: his fou by ſupexcalious looks, haughty, - 
velthres,, and: a, belpw' ſounding. voice. Such 
caly;fargiligr dialogue 36 Hamlet, holds. with bis. 

old Chodl-fellam Hoxatio, appears to, them. lo, 


| vulgar, and. ingonſiſtent. with, the Aude of. 
| e 10 


2 841217 . . 4 8 ; 
(4 4413 HL (© Th; 280 * 51 nn e 
* 


K 
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But if ſimplicity of manners be not inconſiſ. 


ent, in real life, with genius, and the moſt ex. 


- alted greatneſs of mind, I do not ſee why the 
actor who repreſents a hero, ſhould always af. 
ſame motions and geſtures of uncommon dig. 
f nity, and which we have no reaſon to think 


were ever in uſe in any age, or among any rauk 


of men. | eas Si, 
WP * ; F- . ; F : 48 10 nl x if ö 


Simplicity #; manners, however, is fo far 


Front being inconfiftent with magnanimity, that 


the one for the moſt part accompinies the other. 
The French have ſome reaſon tb lean to this 


opinion; for two of the greateſt men their 
nation ever produced were remarkable for the 
: fimplicity of their manners. Henry IV. and 


Marechal Turenne were diſtinguiſhed by that, 
as Well as * thelr 8 and other hear 


0 (ir n 797 li bn 
virtues. | | | 
+193] LICE! 2. - « 444 


"Sow infinitely ſuperior in real greatneſs * 
intrinſic merit were thoſe men to the ſtrut- 
ting oſtentatious Lewis, who was, always af 
fecting a greatneſs he never poſſeſſed, till miſ 
fortune humbled his mi to the ſtandard of 


18 humanity? Then ifideed;' thréwing away bis 
pageantry and bluſter; he affirmed true dig- 


nity, and for the firſt : time obtained the ad- 
miration of the judicious. In the correſpond- 


ence with de Torcy, Lewis's letters, which it 


is now certain were written and compoſed by 
bimſelf, prove this, and diſplay a ſoundnels 
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of judgment and real greatneſs of mind, which 
ſeldom appeared in the meridian of what they 
call his * 


What Lewis was, (n the height of his pro- 5 
ſperity) to Henry in the eſſential qualities of a 
| King and Hero, ſuch is Le Kain. to Garrick as 


an actor. 


The French ſtage can boaſt at preſent of more 
than one actrefs who may diſpute the laurel of 
Tragedy with Mrs. Yates, or Mrs. Barry. 


In comedy the French actors excel, and can 
| produce at all times a greater number far abore 


mediocrity, than are to be found on the Engliſh 
ſtage. 


5 The national character and manners of the 
French, give them perhaps advantages in this 
line; and beſides, they have more numerous re- 
ſources to ſupply them with actors of every kind. 
In all the large trading and manufacturing towns, 
of which there are a great number in France, 
there are playhouſes eſtabliſhed. The ſame 
thing takes place in moſt of the frontier towns, 


and wherever there i is a garriſon of two or three : 
regiments, 


There are companies of French comedians | 
allo at the northern courts, in all the large 


towns of Germany, and at fore of ths courts 


Vol. I. F 
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in Italy. All of theſe are academies which edn. 


cate. actors for the Paris ſtage. 


In genteel comedy particularly, 1 imagine the 


French actors excel ours. IT hey have in general 
more the appearance of people of faſhion. 


There i is not ſuch a difference between the 


manners and behaviour of the people of the firſt 
rank, and thoſe of the middle and lower ranks, 
in France as in England. Players therefore, 
who.wiſh to catch the manners of people of high 
rank and faſhjon, de not undertake ſo great a A 
taſk in the one country as in the other. 


Vou very ſeldom meet with an Engliſh fer- 
ant who could paſs for a man of quality or 


faſhion; and accordingly very few people who 
| have been in that ſituation ever appear on the 
Engliſh ſtage : But there are many walets de 


place in Paris ſo very polite, ſo completely poſ- 


ſeſſed of all the little etiquettes, faſhionable 
phraſes, and uſual airs of the beau monde, that if 

they were ſet off by the ornaments of dreſs and 
| equipage, they would paſs in many of the courts 
of Europe for men of faſhion, tres polis, bien 
aimables, tout-à-fait comme il faut, et avec in- 
finiment d'eſprit; and could be detected only 
at the court of France, or by ſuch foreigners as 
have had opportunities of obſerving, and pene- 
tration to diſtinguiſh, the genuine eaſe, and na- 
tural politeneſs which prevail among the people 
| of rank in this country. 
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10 the character of a lively, petulant, genteel 
petit maitre of b Molle excels any actor 


in London. 


The ſuperiority of the French in nel co- 
medy is {till more evident with regard to the 
actreſſes. Very few Engliſh actreſſes have ap- 
peared equal to the parts of Lady Betty Modiſh, 
in the Careleſs Huſband, or of Millamant, in 


| the Way of the World. Groſs abſurdity, ex- 


travagant folly and affectation are eafily imita- 
ted; but the elegant coquetry, the lively, play» 


ful, agreeable affectation of theſe two finely 
| imagined characters, require greater powers. 
Limagine, however, from the execution I have 
| obſerved in ſimilar parts, that there are ſeveral 
actreſſes on the French ſtage at preſent who 


could do them ample juſtice. Except Mrs. 


Harry and Mrs. Abington, I know no actreſs in 
England who could give an adequate idea of all 


that Congreve meant in Millamant. 


It is remarkable, that the latter alſo excels in 


a character the moſt perfectly oppoſite to this, 


that of an ill-taught, aukward, country girl. 
Perhaps there is no ſuch young lady in France 


as Congreve's Miſs Prue ; but if there were ma- 


ny ſuch originals, no actreſs in that kingdom 
could give a copy more exquiſite than Mrs. 
Abington” 8. 


1 
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In low comedy the French are delightful, 1 


can form no notion of any thing prior to 
Preville 1 in many of his ka 


0 The little Kieaich . which abe given at 

the Comédie Italienne are executed in a much 
more agreeable manner than any thing of the 
ſame kind at London. Their balets alſo are more 
beautiful; there is a gentilleſſe and legerete in 


their manner of repreſenting theſe little fanciful 


pieces, which make our ſingers and dancers ap- 


pear ſomewhat aukward and eie in the com- 


Pardon. 


As for the Italian pieces, they are now per- 
formed only thrice a week, and the French ſeem 
to have loſt in a great meaſure their reliſh for 


them. Carlin, the celebrated Harlequin, is the 
only ſupport of theſe pieces. You are acquaint- 
ed with the wonderful naivetè and comic powers 
of this man, which make us forget the extrava- 
gance of the Italian drama, and which can create 


objects of unbounded mirth, from a chads of the 


moſt incoherent and abſurd materials. 


An advantageous figure, a graceful manner, 


a good voice, a ſtrong memory, an accurate judg- 


ment, are all required in a player: Senſibility, 


and the power of expreſſing the emotions of the 
heart by the voice and features, are indiſpenſa- 


ble. It ſeems therefore unreaſonable, not to 
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conſider that profeſſion as creditable, in which 
we expect ſo many qu ilities united; while many 


Z others are thought reſpectable in which we daily 
| ſee people arrive at eminence without common. = 


ſents... i 


This prejudice is ſtill ſtronger in France than 


| in England. In a company where Mon. le 


Kain was, mention happened to be made, that 
the King of France had juſt granted a penſion to 
a certain ſuperannuated actor. An officer pre- 


| ſent, fixing his eyes on Le Kain, expreſſed his 


indignation at ſo much being beſtowed on a 
raſcally player, while he himſelf had got no- 
thing. Eh, Monſieur ! retorted the actor, 
comptez- vous pour rien la liberte de me Bir | 
arte 1 ts 
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A LETT BE 


Genera. 


1 FOUND my ſo much hurried dpring the 
_ laſt week of my ſtay at Paris, that i it was not in 


my . to write to Fs” 


Ten bt little te affairs, which mi ght hiv 
been arranged much better, and performed with 


more caſe, had they been tranſacted as they oc- 
curred, were all crouded, by the ſlothful demon 


of procraſtination, into the laſt buſtling week, 
and executed in an imperfect manner. 


I have a often admired, . wi able per- 
fectly to imitate, thoſe who have the happy ta- 
lent of intermingling buſineſs with amuſement. 


Pleaſure and buſineſs contraſt and give a re- 
liſh to each other, like day and night, the con- 
ſtant viciſſitudes of which are far more delight- 
ful than an interrupted . half year of either 


would be. 


To paſs life in the moſt agreeable manner, 
one ought not to be ſo much a man of pleaſure 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, &. 103 
as to poſtpone any neceſſary buſineſs ; nor ſo 
much a man of buſineſs as to deſpiſe elegant 
amuſement. A proper mixture of both forms 


| more infallible ſpecific againſt fedium and fa- 


tigue, than a conſtant — of the moſt plea- 


fant of the two. 


As Si as- I found the Da of = - dif- | 


| poſed to leave Paris, I made the neceſſary ar- 
rangements for our departure, and a few days 
alter we began our JOUrnEys 


Pang through Dijon, . Macon, and 


| a country delightful to behold, but tedious to 


deſcribe, we arrived on the fourth tay. at Lyons. 


After Paris, Lyons is the moſt magnificent 
town in France, enlivened by induſtry, enriched 
by commerce, beautified by wealth, and by its 


ſituation, in the middle of a fertile country, and 
at the confluence of the Saone and the Rhone. 


The numbers of inhabitants are eſtimated at 


200, 00. The theatre is accounted the fineſt in 
France, and all the luxuries in Paris are to be 
found at Lyons, though not in equal perfection. 


The manners and converfation of merchants 
and manufacturers have been generally conſi- 
dered as peculiar to themſelves. It is very cer- 


tain chat there is a ſtriking difference in theſe f 
F. 4 
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_ particulars between the inhabitants of all the 
manufacturing and commercial towns of Britain, 


and thoſe of Weſtminſter. I could not remark | 


the ſame difference between the manners and ad- 
àreſs of the people of Lyons and the courtiers of 
Verſailles itſelf, 


5 There appeared to me a 3 ſimilitude 
between the two. It is probable, however, that 


a Frenchman would perceive a difference where 


I could not. A foreigner does not obſerve the 


_ different accents in which an Engliſhman, a 
Scotchman, and an Iriſhman ſpeak Engliſh ; 
neither perhaps does he obſerve any difference 


between the manners and addreſs of the inhabit- 
ants of Briſtol, and thoſe of Groſvenor-{quare, 
though all theſe are abvious to @ native of 3 


55 Eagfand. 


Alter 2a ſhort ſtay at Lyons, we proceeded to 
Geneva, and here we have remained. theſe three 


weeks without feeling the ſmalleſt inclination to 


ſhift the ſcene. That I ſhould with to remain 


here is no way ſurpriſing, but it was hardly to 


be expected that the D— of H would have 
been of the ſame mind. Fortunately, however, 
this is the caſe. 1 know no place on the conti - 
nent to which we could go with any probability 


of gaining by the change: The opportunities of 
improvement here are many, the amuſements 
are few in number, and of a moderate kind * 
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The hours glide al6hs.. very ſmoothly, and 


chough they are not always quickened by plea- 
ſure, they are unretarded by e and un- 
ruffled by remorſe. 


As for myſelf! have been ſo very often and ſo 
miſerably diſappointed in iny hopes of happineſs 
by change, that I ſhall not without ſome power- 
ful motive, incline to forego my preſent ſtate of 
content, for the chance of more exquiſite en- 


Joymenits ina different Place or n. 


T have at length learnt by. my own experience i 


(for not one in twenty profits by the experience 


of others), that one great ſource of vexation 
proceeds from our indulging too fanguine hopes 


of enjoyment from the bleſſings we expect, and 
too much indifference for thoſe we poſfeſs. We 


ſcorn a thouſand ſources of ſatisfaction which we 
might have had in the interim, and permit our 
comfort to be diſturbed, and our time to paſs 
unenjoyed, from : impatience for ſome 3 
pleaſure, at a diſtance, which we may perhaps 
never obtain, or which, when obtained, may 


change its nature, and be no longer a pleaſure. 3 
| Young lays, 


: The preſent moment, like a wife, we ſhun, 


And ne'er enjoy, becauſe it is our own. 


The devil thas cheats men both out of the 


. enjoyment of this life and that which is to come, 


F 5 
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| making us in the firſt place prefer the pleaſures 
of this life to thoſe of a future ſtate, and then 


continually prefer future pleaſures i in this life to 
theſe which are — 1 


The ſum of all theſe apophthegms amounts to 


this: We ſhall certainly remain at Geneva till 


ve become more tired of it than at preſent. 
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LETTER XX. 


Geneva, as 7 


Tu HE linsen of Geneva is in many reſpects 
as happy as the heart of man could deſire, or his 
imagination conceive. - The Rhone, ruſhing out 
of the nobleſt lake in Europe, flows through the 


middle of the city, which is encircled by fertile 


fields, cultivated by the induſtry, and adorned 
by! the riches and taſte of the inhabitants. CT 


The long ridge of mountains called Mount 


| jura on the one fide, with the Alps, the Gla- 


ciers of Savoy, and the ſnowy head of Mont 
Blanc on the other, ſerve as boundaries to the 


moſt charmingly MR landſcape that ever. ; 
Andes the eye. 


With theſe. advantages! in point of ſituation, | 
the citizens of Geneva enjoy freedom untainted 


by licentiouſneſs, and ſecurity ugbooght * the 
horrors of 1 war. | 


} 


The great number of men of letters, who 4 
either are natives of the place, or have choſen 
it for their reſidence, che decent manners, the 
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eaſy circumſtances, and humane diſpoſitions of 


the Genevois in general, render this city and 


its environs a very deſirable retreat for people of 
a philoſophic turn of mind, who are contented 
with moderate and calm enjoyments, have no 

local attachments or domeſtic reaſons for preferr- 


ing another country, and who wiſh in a certain 


degree to retire from the buſtle of the world to a 
_ narrower and calmer ſcene, and there for the 


reſt of their _— 


| Ducere ſolieitæ jucunda oblivia vitz. 


As education here is equally cheap and liberal, 3 
the citizens of Geneva of both ſexes are remark- 


ably well inſtructed. I do not imagine that any 


country in the world can produce an equal num- | 
ber of perſons. (taken without election from all 


degrees and profeſſions) with minds ſo much cul- 
tivated as the inhabitants of Geneva poſſeſs. 


It is not uncommon. to find: mechanics in the 
intervals of their labour amuſing themſelves with 
the works of Locke, Monteſquieu, Newton, and 


: other nnen of the Tame kind. 


When 1 ſpeak of the cheapnef of a liberal 


education, I mean for the natives and citizens 


only; for ſtrangers naw find every thing dear 


at Geneva. Wherever Engliſhmen reſort, this 
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15 he caſe. If they do not find things dear, 
they foon make them fo. 


The 3 nature of theie govern- 
| ment inſpires every citizen with an idea of his 
| own importance: He perceives that no. man in 
the republic can inſult, or even nech * 
with . 


It is an excellent cireumſtance in any go- 
vernment, when the moſt powerful man ir the 
| fate has ſomething to feel from the moſt feeble. 
This is the cafe here: the meaneſt citizen of - 
Geneva is poſſeſſed of certain rights, which ren- 
der him an object deſerving the attention of the 
greateſt. Beſides, a conſciouſneſs of this makes 
him reſpect himſelf; a ſentiment, which, with- 
in proper bounds, has a tendency to render a 
man reſpectable to others. 


= The general character of human nature for- 
bids us to expect that men will: always act from 
motives of publie ſpirit, without an eye to pri- 
vate intereſt. The beſt form of government, 
therefore, is that in which the intereſt of indi- 
viduals is moſt intimately. blended with: the 
public good. This may he more perfectly ac- 
compliſhed in a fmall republic than in a: great 

monarchy. In the firſt, men of genius and 

virtue are diſcovered! and called: to offices of 
truſt by the: impartiab admiration of their fel. 
low citizens—in the other, the higheſt places ; 
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are diſpoſed of by the caprice of tlie prince, 
or of his miſtreſs, or of thoſe courtiers, male 


or female, who are neareſt his perſon, watch 


the variations of his humour, and know how 


to ſeize the ſmiling moments, and turn them 


to their own advantage or that of their de- 


pendents. Monteſquieu ſays, that a ſenfe of 


honour produces the ſame effects in a mo- 


narchy, that public ſpirit or patriotiſm does in 


a republic; it muſt be remembered, however, 
that the firſt, according to the modern accep- 


tation of the word, is generally confined to 
the nobility and gentry z whereas. public ſpirit 
is a more | univerſal principle, and ſpreads 


throu gh all the members of . the. common- 
wealth... 


| As far as I can judge, a ſpirit of W 
dency and freedom, tempered by ſentiments of 


decency, and the love of order, influence in a 
moſt remarkable manner, the minds of the 
ſubjects of this happy republic. 


Before I knew them, 1 had formed an opi- 


nion, that the people of this place were fana- 
tical, gloomy-minded, and unſociable, as the 


| puritans in England, and the preſbyt hes in 
Scotland were, during the civil wars, and the 


reigns of Charles II. and his brother. In this, 


| however, I find I had conceived a hee erro- 
neous notion. 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c.. 111 
There is not, I may venture to aſſert, a city 
in Europe where the minds of the people are leſs 
under the influence of ſuperſtition or fanatical 
_ enthuſiaſm than at Geneva. Servetus, were he 
now alive, would not run the ſmalleſt riſk of 
perſecution. The preſent clergy have, I am 
_ perſuaded, as little the inclination as. the power 
of moleſting any perſon for-ſpeculative opinions. 
Should the Pope - himſelf chuſe this city for 
a retreat, it would be his own fault if he did 
not live in as much ſecurity as at the Vatican. 


The clergy of Geneva in general are men of 
ſenſe, learning, and moderation, impreſſing 
upon the minds of their hearers the tenets of 
Chriſtianity with all the graces of pulpit elo- 
quence, and illuſtrating the efficacy of the doc- 
trine * their r in life. 


The people of every fintion. i in this place at- 


| tend ſermons and the public worſhip with re- 


markable punctuality. The Sunday is honour- 
ed with the moſt reſpectful decorum during 
the hours of divine ſervice ; but as ſoon as 
that is over, all the uſual anuſements com- 
mence. 


1 The public walks are crowded by all degrees 

of people in their beſt dreſſes. The different 

ſeocieties, and what they call circles, aſſemble 
in the houſes and gardens of individuals. They 


= 
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play at cards and at bowls, and have parties 
2 Tom ory lake with muſic. 5 2 5 


ther 

There i 18 one cuſtom nd 1 and as far of t 

. as F know peculiar t6 this place: The parents wit! 
form ſocieties for their ekildren at a very early tles 


period of their fe. Thoſe ſocieties confiſt of lies 
ten, a dozen, or more children of the famie fey, Alk 
and nearly of the ſame age ant ſituation in life, MW 


They aſſemble once a weck in the houſes of the 1 

different parents, who entertain the company by not 
turns with tea, coffee, biſcuits and fruit; and co 
then leave the young aſſembly W freedom of the 
their own: corverſarion.. B 1 
all 


This e % is lucy kept up! through - 
life, whatever alterations may take place in the 


piece of magnificente tlley poſſeſs in greater 
perfection than the moſt ſuperb villa of the 


ſituations or circumſtances of the indiduals. cl 
And although they ſhould afterwards form new pL 
or preferable intimacies, they never entirely to 
ahandon tis ſociety; but to the lateſt period of d 
their lives continue to paſs a few evenings every a 
year witli the companions of their ue and fe 
their earlieſt friends; 2 

v 

The richer claſs of the citizens have country l 

\ houſes adjacent to the town, where they pals 1 
one Ralf of the year. Theſe: houſes are all of 0 
them neat; and ſome of them ſplendid; One | 
- 
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greateſt lord in any other part of the world can 
| aſl I mean the proſpect which almoſt all of 
them command. The gardens and vineyards 
of the republic; the Pais de Vaux Geneva 
with its lake; innumerable country-ſeats; caſ> 
tles, and little towns around the lake; the val- 
| lies of Savoy, and the loftieſt mountains of the 
Alps, all within one ſweep of the «a 


| Thoſe whoſe W or employments do 
not permit them to paſs the ſummer in the 
country, make frequent parties of pleaſure upon 
the lake, and dine and ſpend the evening at 
| ſome of the villages in the environs, where they 

anuſe themſelves with muſic and dancing. 


| Sometimes they form themſelves into cir- 

| cles conſiſting of forty or fifty perſons, and 
purchaſe or hire a houſe and garden near the 
town, where they aſſemble every afternoon 
during the ſummer, drink coffee, lemonade, 
and other refreſhing liquors ; and amuſe them- 
ſelves with cards, converſation, - and playing 
at bowls; a game very different from that 
which goes by the ſame name in England; for 
| here, inſtead of a ſmooth level green, they 
_ often chuſe the rougheſt and moſt unequal piece 
of ground. The player, inſtead of rolling the 
bowl, throws it in ſuch a manner, that it 
| reſts in the place where it firſt touches the 
ground ; and if that be a fortunate ſituation, 
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the next player pitches his bowl directly on 
his adverſary's, fo as to make that ſpring away, 
while his own fixes itſelf in the ſpot from which 
the other has been-diſlodged- Some of the citi. 
Zens are aſtoniſhingly dextrous at this game, 
vhich is more complicated and intereſting than 
the Engliſh manner-of Playin 8˙ 


They generally continue theſe circles till the 
duſk of the evening, and the ſound of the 
drum from the ramparts call them to the town; 


and at that time the gates are ſhut, after which 


no perſon can enter or go out, the officer of the of 
guard not having the power to open them, with- re 
out an order from the Syndics, which is not to ag 


be obtained but on ſome great eee 


nan 


he / 


U. 
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Seen 


T E mildneſs of the climate, the ſublime 5 


beauties of the country, and the agreeable man- 


ners of the inhabitants, are not, in my opinion, 0 


the . attractions of this oval 


Upon the fall hill; in dhe neighbourhood 


of Geneva, three Engliſh families at preſent 


reſide, whoſe. * would render any n 


agreeable. 


The houſe of Mr. N. 18-2  teaple of boſ⸗ 5 
pitality, good humour, and | friendthip. 


Near to him lives: your: acquaintance Mr. 
He perfectly anſwer your. deſcription, 
lively, ſenſible, and obliging; ; and, I imagine, 


happier than ever you ſaw him, having ſince. 


that time drawn a great prize in the matrimo- 


vial lottery. 


Their neareſt neighbours are the family of. 
Mr. L——., This gentleman, his lady md 


children, form one of the moſt pleaſing pictures 


of domeſtic felicity I ever. beheld; . He himſelf 
is a man of refined taſte, a benevolent mind, IF 
and elegant x manners. 
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| Theſe three families, who live in the greateſt 


cordiality with the citizens of Geneva, their 
own count and: one another, render the 


hill of Cologne the moſt N Fon 1255 


1 haps at this moment in the world. 
Tae Engliſh gentlemen, who reſide in the 


town, often reſort hither, and mix with ber- 


tie — the deſt ers pl of Geneva. 


1 am told, that our young countrymen never 
were on ſo friendly and ſociable a footing with 
the citizens of this republic as at preſent, owing 
in a great degree to the conciliatory manners of 


b heſe three families, and to the great popularity 


of an Engliſh nobleman, who has lived with 
Is lady and fon in this ſtate for ſeveral years. 


F formats at that all as Ive i in 
town, muſt return from their viſits in the coun- 
try at ſun-fet, otherwiſe they are certain of be- 


ing ſhut out; —the Genevois being wonderfully 
jealous of the external, as well as the internal 


enemies of their independency. This jealoufy 
has been tranſmitted from one generation to 


another, ever ſince the attempt made by the 
Duke of Savoy, in the year 1602, to ſeize upon 


= the town. 


ne inached an army, in the middle of 4 Ackrk 


night, itt the tinte of peace, to the gates, ap- 


plied ſcaling ladders to the rampart and walls 


C 


divine worſhip in all the churches. 
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ad having ſurpriſed the centinels, ſevera! 


hundred of the Savoyard ſoldiers had actually 


got into the town, and the reſt were 9 
when they were at length diſcovered WE 


voman, who gave the alarm. 


The Genevois ted from their ſleep, ſeized ; 
the readieſt arms they could find, attacked the 


aſſailants with ſpirit and energy, killed numbers 


in the ſtreet, drove others out of the gate, or 


tumbled them over the ramparts, and the few. 


who were taken priſoners, they beheaded next 
morning, without further proceſs or ceremony. 


The Se annually diſtinguiſh the day on 
which this memorable exploit was performed, 
as a day of public thankſg giving and rej oicin 8. 


It is alle le jour de YEſcalade. There is 
The 
cergymen, on this occaſion, after RY re- 
capitulate all the circumſtances of this intereſt- 
ing event; put the audience in mind of the 
gratitude they owe to Divine Providence, and 


| to the valour of their anceſtors, which ſaved 


them in ſo remarkable a manner from civil and 
religious bondage; enumerate the peculiar bleſ- 
fings which they enjoy, and exhort them, in 
the moſt pathetic ſtrain, to watch over their 
liberties, remain. ſteady in their r eligion, and 
tranſmit theſe, and all their other as. a 
unmpaired to their poſterity. 
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The evening of the jour de l Eſcalade is ſpent 
in viſiting, feaſting, dancing, and all kinds gf 
diverſions; for the Genevois ſeldom venture on 
great feſtivity, till they have previouſly perform. 
ed their religious duties. In this, obſerving 
the maxim of the Ffalmiſt, to join n 
with their mirth. 5 


The State keeps in pay a garriſon of ſix hun. 


dred mercenaries, who mount guard and do 
duty every day. But they do not traſt the ſafe- 
ty of the Republic to theſe alone. All citizens 
of Geneva are ſoldiers. They are exerciſed ſe- 
veral hours, daily, for two months, every ſum- 


mer; during which time they wear their uni- 


forms! and at the end of that period + are re- 
viewed by the NO 


Ab they receive no pay, and as the officer 
are their-fellow-citizens, it cannot be imagined 


that theſe troops will perform their manual ex- 


erciſe and military evolutions, with the exact 
neſs of ſoldiers who have no other occupation, 
and who are under all the rigour of military 

- diſcipline. 


Nevertheleſs they make 'a very 100 pectable 


figure in the eyes of even diſintereſted ſpecta- 


tors; who are, however, but few in number, 
the greater part conlifting of their own parents, 
wives and children. So, I dare ſwear, there 


are no troops in the world, who, at a review, 


it difficult to remain unconcerned: 
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are beheld with more approbation than thoſe of 


Geneva. 


Even a ſtranger of a moderate ſhare of ſen- 
ſibility, who recolle&s the connection between 


the troops and the beholders, who obſerves the 
anxiety, the tenderneſs, the exultation, and 
various movements of the heart, which appear 
in the countenances of the ſpectators, will find 
—— But 
ſympathiſing with all around him, he will na- 
turally yield to the pleaſing emotions, and at 


length behold the militia of Geneva with the 
| eyes of a citizen of the republic. | 


; Geneva, like all free ſtates, is expoſed to par- 
ty rage, and the public harmony is frequently 


interrupted by political ſquabbles. Without 


entering into a detail of the particular diſputes 
which agitate them at preſent, I ſhall tell you 
in general, that one part of the citizens are ac- 

cuſed of a deſign of throwing all the power into 


| the hands of a few families, and of eſtabliſhing 
| 2 complete ariſtocracy. The other oppoſes 


every meaſure which is ſuppoſed to have that 
tendency, and by their adverſaries are accuſed 


of ſeditious deſigns. © 0 


It is diffcult for ſtrangers who reſide here 


any conſiderable time, to obſerve a ſtrict neutra- 


ity. The Engliſh in particular are exceedingly 
diſpoſed to take part with one fide or other; 
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and as the government has not hitherto at. 

_ tempted to bribe them, they generally attach 
themſelves to the oppoſition. 


Walking one afternoon with a young noble. 
wan, who, to a ſtrong taſte for natural philoſy. 
phy, unites the moſt paſſionate zeal for civil 
liberty, we paſſed near the garden in which one 
af thoſe circles which ſupport the pretenſions of 
the magiſtracy aſſembled. I propoſed joining 
them. No, ſaid my Lord, with indignation; l 
* will not go for a moment into ſuch a ſociety ; I 
conſider theſe men as the enemies of their coun- 
try, and that Place. as a focus for conſuming 
freedom. 


Among che citizens Fa political al 
tercations are carried on with great fire and 


ſpirit. A very worthy old gentleman, in whoſe | 
huouſe I have been often entertained with great 
hoſpitality, declaiming warmly againſt certain 


meaſures of the council, aſſerted, that all thoſe 
who had promoted them deſerved death; and 
if it depended on him, they ſhould all be hanged, 
without loſs of time. His brother, who was in 
that predicament, interrupted him, and faid, in 
a tone of voice which ſeemed to beg for mercy, 
Good God! brother ! ſurely you would not 
puſh your refeatment ſo far: you would not 
actually hang them? Oui aflurement, replies 
the patriot, with a determined countenance, et 
vous, mon très cher frere, vous ſeriez le premier 
pendu pour montrer mon impartialite. 


—_ 0 © OM, F.. 


—_— 


„% a a So. 
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LETTER XXI. 


- He 


Aritnoven this republic has Jong con- 
tinued in a profound peace, and there is no great 
probability of its being ſoon engaged in bloody 


conflict, yet the citizens of Genera are not. the 
leſs fond of the t of war. 


This appears in what they call their milltary 
feaſts, which are their moſt favourite amuſe- 


ments, and which they take every opportunity ; 
of enjoying. 


1 was preſent lately at a very grand enter- 
tainment of this kind, which was given by the 


King of the 7 upon his acceſſion to 
the royal dignity. 


This envied rank is neither tranſmitted by 
hereditary right, nor obtained by election; 4 but zh 
e by {kill and real merit. oa 


- - Amatiaekiahh ute; like the war of Troy, | 
muſt neceſſarily conſiſt of a fiege. The ſkilful 

ule of the cannon and arquebuſe is therefore 

. thought to be of the greateſt importance. Dur» 


ing ſeveral months every year, a conſiderable | 
Vo L 0 b. G 
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number of the citizens are almoſt conſtantly 
employed in firing at a mark, which is placed 
0. Fr diſtance. 


= Any citizen has a right, at a ſmall expence, : 
to make trial of his {kill in this way; and after 


a due number of trials, the moſt expert mark 
Wan is declared King: | I 


N There has Ut been A coronation of this kind 
| theſe ten years, his late Majeſty having kept 
peaceable poſſeſſion of the throne during that 
period. But this ſummer, Mr. Moſes Maudrier 
was found to excel in {kill every competitor ; 


and was raiſed to the throne by the unanimous 


voice of the Judges. 


| He was attended to his own ook from the 

field of conteſt by the Syndics, amidſt the ac- 
_ clamations of the people. Some time after this, 
on the day of his feaſt, a Camp was formed on 
A plain, without t the m of = _ 


i 


Here the wide. f TIONS of the 3 both 
horſe and foot, were aſſembled, and divided 
into two diſtinct armies. They were to perform 
a battle in honour of his Majeſty; all the com- 
batants Bong ne er their __ 


This very ingenious ub Ae bad been 
compoſed by one of the reverend miniſters, 


tw 


hy 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, ec. . 


| whois faid to poſſeſs a very extenſive * _ 
genius. e 


That the ladies and CON of diſtinCtion, 
who were not to be actually engaged, might 
view the action with the greater eaſe and ſafety, 
a large amphitheatre of ſeats was prepared for 
them, at a convenient diſtance from the held of 
battle. | 


very thing being! in readineſs, the ban 
the Council, ſtrangers of diſtinction, and the 


relations and favourites of the King, aſſembled 


at his Majeſty's Palace, which is a little ſnug 
houſe, ſituated in a narrow lane in the lower 
part of the city. From the Palace, the pro- 
cellion ſet out in the following order: 0 


His Majeſty walked firſt, ſupported by the 
two eldeſt Syndics. 


In the next n Was the Duke of H—, with 
| the youngeſt. 


After theſe, walked Lord St—pe, the Prince _ 


Gallitzen, Mr. Cl—ve, ſon to Lord CI- ve; 
Mr. Gr—lle, ſon to the late Miniſter ; Mr. St. 
L—, and many other Engliſh gentlemen, 
Who had been invited to the feaſt. 


| Next to them came the council of twenty= _ 
five, and the proceſſion was cloſed by the King 8 
particular friends and relations. 


G 2 
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In cis order they marched through the city, 
| preceded by a band of muſic, who played, 4 


you may believe, the moſt martial tunes they 
Poſhbly could think of. 


When this company came to the field whine 


the troops were drawn up, they were ſaluted by 


the officers; and having made a complete circuit | 
of both armies, the king and all his attendants . 
took their ſeats at the amphitheatre, which had 


Benn prepared for that N 


5 The impatience of the troops had been very 
wiſible for ſome time. When the king was 


Teated, their ardour could be no longer reſtrain- 


ed. They called loudly to their officers to lead 
them to glory.— The ſignal was given. They 
advanced to the attack in the moſt undaunted 
manner.—Conſcious that they fought under the 


eyes of their King, the Syndics, of their wives, 


children, mothers, and grandmothers, they 


diſdained the thoughts of retreat. —They ſtood 
undiſturbed by the thickeſt fire. They ſmiled 
0 the roaring of the cannon, and like the horſe 


in n ] ob, they cried among the trumpets, Ha, ha! 


The! ingenious author of the battle had taken 
care to diverſify it with ſeveral entertaining inci 


dents. 


4 a was . W of 6 ar- 
mies, behind ſome trees, to ſurpriſe the enemy. 


— a rr ww — „ 


mies; and all the ſpectators. 


F 


ders. 
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nis ſucceeded to a miracle, although the 
ambuſcade was poſted in the ſight of both ar- 


. 


A convoy with proviſions, advancing towerdh 


one of the armies was attacked by a detach- 


ment from the other; and after a ſmart ſkir- 
miſh, one half of the waggons were carried 
away by the aſſailants: The other remained 
with the troops for whom they ſeemed to have 


deen originally intended. 


A wooden bridge was briſkly attacked, amd 


| as reſolutely defended; but at length was trod 
to pieces by both armies; for, i in the fury of the 
fight, the combatants forgot whether this poor 


bridge was their friend or their foe. By what 
means it got into the midſt of the battle, I never 
could conceive ; for there was neither river, 


brook, nor ditch i in the whole field. 


The cavalry on both ſides performed won- 


were both dreſſed in clothes exuberantly cover- 
ed with lace; for the ſumptuary laws were ſuſ- 


pended for this day, that the battle 9 be as 
magnificent as poſſible. 


As neither of theſe t 1 would 
conſent to the being defeated, the reverend au- 
thor of the engagement could not make the ca- 

taſtrophe ſo deciſive and affecting as he intended. 
| G 3 


—It was difficult to determine which of 
the generals diſtinguiſhed himſelf moſt. They 
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While victory, with equipoiſed wings, ho. 


vered over both armies, a meſſenger arrived 
from the town-hall with intelligence that dinner 
Was ready. This news quickly ſpread among | 
the combatants, and had an effect ſimilar to that 
which the Sabine women produced when they 


ruſhed between their raviſhers and their relati- 


ons. The warriors of Geneva relented at once; 

. | and both armies ſuſpended their animoſity, in 
-— he contemplation of that which they both 
loved. They threw down cheir . ſhook 
hands, and were : friends. 


Thus tet the battle. 1 don't know how 

it will affect you; but it has fatigued me ſo com- 
pletely, that I have loſt all appetite for. the feaſt, L 
which muſt therefore be FO till another 


poſt. 


2 wal} _ 
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0s 

ed 15 

* LETTER XI. 

at 9 

7 . Geneva. 

x ame company which had attended the 

n i King. to > the field of battle, marched with him 7 

* in proceſſion from that to the Maiſon de Ville, > 
where a ſumptuous entertainment was pre- 

v 85 ͤöÄẽv | 

x This was exactly the reverſe of a fete cham- 

Y pitre, being held in the town-houſe, and in'the 


middle of the ſtreets adjacent; where tables 
were covered, and dinner provided, for ſeveral 


hundreds of the officers and ſoldiers. 


The King, the Syndics, moſt of the mem- 
bers of the Council, and all the ſtrangers, 
dined in the town-hall. The other rooms, as 
well as the outer courts, were likewiſe full of 
company. | 2 


There was much greater havock at n 
than had been at the battle, and the entertain 
ment in other rade was n as warlike. 


4 }. 


4 Ry ade was placed in the "idle 
of the hall, upon which a martial flouriſh was 
G 4 


4 
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performed at every toaſt, This was immed;. 


ately anſwered by the drums and trumpets gl 
| without the hall, and the cannon 0 the ba | ken 


| Proſperity to the bl is a A toaſt: 
When this was announced by the firſt Syndic, ſo 
all the company ſtood up with their ſwords | 


dravm in one han; Wera with wine N 


. to⸗ 
_ nite other. a | 1700» me 
"firing drank the toaſt, | they caſhed their * 


a ſwords, a ceremony always performed i in. every 

circle or club where there is a public dinner, 
as oſten as this particular toaſt is named. ter 
%%% ed; 2 OR thy 


Atſter we had been about two hours at table, Wl 
a new ceremony took place, which I expected po 
as little in the middle of a feaſt. An hundred ta 
grenadiers with their ſwords drawn, marched an 
with great ſolemnity into the middle af the hall, * 
for the tables being placed in the form of a 5 
horſe-ſhoe there was vacant ſpace in the middle pe 

5 Jufficient to admit them. 8 
i her. deſired aa hs: fe 
This being granted, each of the grenadiers, by c 
- a well-timed movement, like a motion in the e 


exerciſe, pulled from 1 alin a dal 
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claſs, which being immediately filled with wine, 

one of the ſoldiers, in the name of all, drank a 

health to King Moſes the firſt. His example 
was followed 'by his companions and all the 
company, and was inſtantly honoured by the 
ſound of the drums, trumpets, and artillery. 


When the grenadiers had drank this, and a 
toaſt or two more, they wheeled about, and 
| marched out of the hall with the ſame ſolem- 
| nity with which they had entered, NY na 
their places at the tables 1 in the ſtreet. TR 


| Soon Aer this a Wan fantaſtically dreſſed en- 
tered the hall, and diſtributed” among the com- 
pany ſome printed ſheets which ſeemed to n 
come directly from che Preſs. 


This proved to be a ſong made for the occa- 
fion, replete with gaiety, wit, and good ſenſe, 
pointing out, in a humorous: ſtrain, the advan- 
tages which the citizens. of Geneva poſſeſſed, 
and exhorting them to unanimity, induſtry, 
and public ſpirit. This ditty was ſung by the 


man who brought it, while many of the co os 


pany 1 in the chorus. 


8 we Geſtendded "ONE the town-hall, we 
found the ſoldiers intermingled with their offi- 
cers, {til] ſeated at the tables in the ſtreets, and | 
encircled by their wives and children. " 


. 
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They all aroſe ſoon after, and dividing ; into 
different companies repaired to the ramparts, 
the fields, and the gardens, where, with muſic 
and dancing, they continues 1 in high " dur- 
5 ing the reſt of the evening. 


The whole exhibition of the day, though no 


very juſt repreſentation of the manceuvres of 


war, or the elegance of a court entertainment, 


formed the moſt lively picture of jollity, mirth, 
good-humour and n. that I had ever 
Teen, YT 


f The e of a whole city, —of a whole 


ſtate if you pleaſe, united in one ſcene of good 
fellowſhip, Iike a ſingle family, 1 is ſurely nc no com- 
mon fi ght. — 


I this ſketch conveys one half of the fatif- 


faction t to your mind, which the ſcene itſelf af- 
forded mine, you will not think theſe two long 
letters tedious. 
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neva themſelves who deride the little military 


eſtabliſhment of the republic, and declare it to 
be highly ridiculous in ſuch a feeble ſtate to pre- 


ſume that they could defend themſelves. ' The 
very idea of reſiſtance againſt Savoy. or Frances | 


* they hold as abſurd. - 


They ſeem to take Safe in mortifying their 


countrymen, aſſuring them, that in caſe of an 


attack, all their efforts would be fruitleſs, and 
their garriſon unable to ſtand a ſiege of ten days. 


Theſe politicians declaim againſt the needleſs 
expence of keeping the fortifications in repair, 
and they calculate the money loſt, by ſo many 
manufacturers being employed in wielding uſe- 
leſs firelocks, inſtead of the tools of their, re 
peclive profeſſions. 


2 Were I a member of this republic, I ſhould. 
have no patience with theſe diſcouraging mal- 


Contents, who endeavour to depreſs the minds 
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of their countrymen, and embitter a ſource of 
real e 


1 am convinced that the. W ſmall as it 
is, aided by the zeal of the inhabitants, and re. 
gulated by that ſhare of diſcipline which their 
ſituation admits, would be ſufficient to ſecure 


them from a coup-de-main, or any immediate 


infult, and might enable them to defend the 


town from the attempts of any one of the 


neighbouring ftates, till they ſhould receive ſuc- 


cour from ſome of the others. 


E penn of thels- FRF the ram- 
parts are moſt agreeable walks, convenient for 


the inhabitants, and ornamental to the city. 


The exerciſing and reviewing the militia 


form an innocent and agreeable ſpectacle to 


the women and children, contribute to the 
health and amuſement of the troops themſelves, 
inſpire the inhabitants in general with the pleaſ- 
ing ideas of ſecurity, and of their own impor- 


ITE. 


Aſs the * Jam e that the 
fortifications, and the militia of Geneva, pro- 


duce more happineſs, in theſe various ways 
taken together, than could be purchaſed by all 


the _— they coſt, expended in 2 # other 


manner. 
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This Ii imagine is more than can be ſaid i in a- 
vour of the greater part of the ſtanding armies 
on the continent of Europe, whoſe numbers ſe- 
cure the deſpotiſm of the prince, whoſe main- 
tenance is a moſt ſevere burthen upon the coun- 
tries who ſupport them, and whoſe diſcipline, 
inſtead of exciting pleaſing nnn 225 
the mind with horror. | 


The individuals -mho' compoſe thoſe armies 

are miſerable, by the tyranny exerciſed on them, 
and are themſelves the cauſe of miſery to their 
| fellow-citizens by the 1 N they exerciſe. 


But it will be ſaid they * the nation 
from foreign enemies. Alas, could a ſoreign 
conqueror occaſion more wretchedneſs than 
| ſuch defenders ?!——When he who calls him- 
ſelf my protector has ſtripped me of my pro- 
perty, and deprived me of my freedom, T can- 
not return him very cordial thanks, when he 
tells me that he will defend me from every 
other robber. 


The moſt ſolid ſecurity which this little re- 
public has for its dependency, is founded on the 
mutual nn y of its neighbours. 


There is no 8 of its meeting with the 
misfortune which has ſo lately befallen Poland. 


Geneva is ſuch an atom of a ſtate as not to be 
8 
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It ſerves, however, as a kind of barrier or 
alarm poſt to the Swiſs Cantons, Particularly 
that of Bern, which certainly would not like to 
ſee it in the hands either of the Ring of france 
or of Sending. 


Thee acquiſition 18 1 meth * attenticn of: 
the firſt; and it is better for the ſecond, that 


the republic ſhould remain in its preſent free 


and independent ſituation, than that it ſhould 


revert to his poſſeſſion, and be ſubjected to the 
5 ſame n with his other 5 dominions. 0 


Ps no ſooner would: Geneva be in the poſ- 


ſeſſion of Sardinia, than the wealthieſt of the 
citizens would 'abandon it, and carry their fa: 


milies and riches to Switzerland, Holland, or 


| En gland. 


Trade and eee would Spindle with 
the ſpirit and independence of the inhabitants; 


and the flouriſhing, . enlightened, happy city of 


Geneva, like other towns of Piedmont and 
Savoy, would become the reſidence of oppreſſion, 


e and i eat 


In this FROGTR it could add bor Uttle to the 
King's s revenue; whereas, at preſent, the pea- 
ſants of his dominions reſort in great num- 
bers to Geneva every market-day, where they 
find a ready ſale for all the productions of their 
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farms. The lands is, on this account, more va- 
luable, and the peaſants are more at their eaſe, 


though the taxes are very high, chan in any 
other part of Savoy. 


This republic, therefore, 1 in its ts preſent inde- 


. pendent ſtate, is of more uſe to the King of Sar- 
dinia, than if it were his property. 


If a wealthy merchant ſhould purchaſe a 
piece of ground from a poor Lord, build a 
large houſe, and form beautiful gardens upon 


it, keep a number of ſervants, ſpend a great 
part of his revenue in good houſe-keeping and 


hoſpitality, the conſumption of his table, and 
many other articles, being purchaſed from this 
Lord's tenants, it is evident that they would be- 


come rich, and be able to pay a larger rent to 


their landlord. This Lord would certainly act 
againſt his own intereſt, if he attempted, by law, 
chicane, or force, to diſpoſſeſs the e of 


the houſe and gardens. 


The free republic of Genera is to the King 5 
of Sardinia, exactly what the * rich man 


| would be to the poor Lord 


It affords me ſatisfaction to perceive, that the 
ſtability of this little fabric of freedom, raiſed 
by my friends the citizens of Geneva, does not 
depend on the juſtice and. moderation of the 
neighbouring powers, or any equivocal ſupport z ; 
but is founded on the ſolid, laſting pillars of 
their mutual intereſt. 
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1 Genen. 
TxZTURNED a few days Pee from a 


journey to the Glaciers of Savoy, the. Pays de 
1 55 Valais, and other places 0 the Alps. 


The wonderful accounts I had heard of the 
Glaciers, had excited my curioſity a good deal, 
while the air of ſuperiority aſſumed by ſome who 
had made this boaſted Tour, 7 ood pride 
ill A 


One could hardly: mention any thing e curious 
or ſingular, without being told by ſome of 


thoſe travellers, with an air of cool contempt 
— Dear Sir, — that is pretty well; but take 
my word for it, it is «nothing to the. Glaciers of 


Savoy. 2 00 


1 determined at laſt not to take their DIET for 
it, and I found 


| of H, I * Mr. d Mr. 
Kerry e 1 . 
Welk Neva cd bike Lat 


third of Auguſt, and breakfaſted at Bonneville, 


me gentlemen of the Tame way 
of thinking. * party conſiſted of the Duke 
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a ſmall town in the duchy of Savoy, ſituated at 
the foot of Mole, 128 on the banks of the river 

Arre. | | 


The fran of Mole, as we were told, 18 
about 4600 Engliſh feet above the lake of Ge- 
| neva, at the lower paſſage of the Rhone, which 
laſt is about 200 feet above the level of the 
Mediterranean. For thefe particulars, I :thall. 
take the word of my imformer, whatever ans ws 
* he 0 affen the W 


From Bee we + to Cluſe, by | 
2 road tolerably good, and highly entertaining 
on account of the fimgularity and variety of 
landſcape to be Teen om it. The objects 
| change their appearance every moment as your 
xdvance, for the path is continually winding, 
to humour the poſition of the mountains, and 
to gain an acceſs between the rocks, which in 
ſome places hang over it in a very threatening 
manner. The mountains overlook and preſs 
ſo cloſely upon this little town of Cluſe, that 
when I ſtood in the principal ſtreet, each end 
of it ſeemed to be perfectly ſhut up; and where- 
ever any of the houſes had fallen down, the 
vacancy appeared to the eye, at a moderate diſ- 
tance, to be plugged up in the ſame manner by 


d 44 cen mountain. 


On leg Cluſe, however, we found 4 
well-made road running along the banks 'of the 


1 nature. 
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| Arve, and flanked on each fide by very high 
bills, whoſe oppoſite ſides, .tally ſo exaCtly, » Wil able 
to lead one to imagine they have been. torn miles 
from each other ** _ violent e of 


In other places one - fide of this defile is 2 
Big perpendicular rock, ſo very ſmooth that 
| at ſeems not to have been torn by nature, but 

chiſelled by art, from top to bottom, while the 
whole of the fide directly oppoſite is of the moſt 


filing verdure. V 
em 

The paiſige between the mountains gradinlh ou 
opens as you advance, and the ſcene diverſifics oth 
with a fine eee wild W fide 

55 33 45 enter the n 5 lence” you - * 
; wok croſs. the Arve, which at this ſeaſon is Wl » 
much larger than in winter, being ſwelled by pre 
the diſſolving. ſnows of the Alps. | to 


This river has its ſource at the Pariſh of Ar- Ji 
gentiere, in the valley of. Chamouni, is imme- of 
_ diately augmented. by torrents from the. neigh- 

bouring Glaciers, and pours its chill turbil WF v. 


ſtream into the Rhone, ſoon after that river 


iſſues from the lake of Geneva. ' 


Tes conttalt between toſs ton ria " ſ 
ſtriking, the. one being as pure and limpid as the fi 
other is. foul and muddy. The Rhone ſeems f 
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to ſcorn the alliance, and keeps as long as poſ- 
| ble unmingled with his dirty ſpouſe. Two 
miles below the place of their junction, a dif- 
ference and oppoſition between this ill- ſorted 8 
couple is ſtill obſervable ; theſe, however, gra- 
dually abate by long habit, till at laſt, yielding 
to neceſſity, and to thoſe unrelenting laws which 
joined them together, they mix in perfect union, 
and flow in a common ſtream to the end of their 
courſe. 5 55 


We paſſed the night at Sallenche, and the 
remaining part of our journey not admitting of 
chaiſes, they were ſent back to Geneva, with 
orders to the drivers, to go round by the other 
fide of the lake, and meet us at the village of 5 
Martigni, in the Pays de Vallais. 


We agreed with a muleteer at Sallenche, who 
provided mules to carry us over the mountains 
to Martigny. It is a good day's journey from 
| dallenche to Chamouni, not on account of the 


8 diſtance, but from the difficulty and perplexity 
10 of the road, and the ſteep aſcents and deſcents 
with which you are teazed alternately the whole 
| way. | 5s 
Some of the mountains are covered with pine, 
; oak, beech, and walnut trees. Theſe are inter- 
| ſperſed with apple, plum, cherry, and other 


fruit trees, ſo that we rode a great part of the. 
forenoon in ſhade. = OE 


ſt was moſt agreeable to me on another account, 


coming more obſtinate than he, I infiſted on his 
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| Beſides the refreſhing coolneſs this occaſioned, 


The road was in ſome places ſo exceedingly ſteep; 
that 1 never doubted: but ſome of us were ty 
fall; I therefore reflected with ſ atisfaction, that 

| thoſe trees would probably arreſt our courſe, 

| and hinder us from rolling a great way. 


comp 

But many pathleſs craggy mountains remained Wil W 

w be traverſed after we had loſt the protection of ch 
of the trees.. We then had' nothing but the Wi c:lle 

ſagacity of our mules to truſt to. For my-omn ſteer 

part, T was very ſoon: convinced that it wa va 

much fafer- on all dubioas occaſions to.depent Will ter 
en theirs- than on my om: For as often as I prie 


preſented: with-a choice of difficulties; and the 
mule and. I were of different opinions, if, be. þ 


_ taking my track, I never failed to repent it, and 
often was obliged to return to the place where 
the controverſy had begun, and follow the 1 
to which he had Pointed at firſt. 


It is entertaining to obſerve the prudence of 
; theſe animals in making their way down ſuch 
dangerous rocks. They ſometimes put their 
heads over the edge of the precipice, and er- 
amine with anxious circumſpection every poſ- 
| ible way by which they can deſcend, and at 
length are ſure to fix on that which upon the 
whole is the beſt. - Having: obſerved this in ſe- 
veral inſtances, I laid the bridle on the neck of 


ned, without preſuming to $ontroul him i in the fmal- 
8 leſt degree. 

ee; 
e to This is doubtleſs the beſt method, and what 


through life, when they have mules for their 
companions. | | 70] 


We reſted: ſome time, during the ſakry heat 
of the day, at a very pleaſingly ſituated village 


ſteepeſt and rougheſt road we had yet ſeen, we 
paſſed by a mountain, wherein, they told us, 
there is a rich vein of copper, but that the pro- 
prietors have left off workin 8 it for many years. 


| ruined themſelves by, purchaſing gold- leaf. Eve- 
y thing was gilded. The Virgin. was dreſſed in 


her arms was equally brilliant, all but the pe- 


f | 
: riwig on his head, which was milk-white, and 
r bad ng been. freſh powered that very 
5 morning. 

þ T could we refrain * Cniling at this. 


t ridiculous light, which the people beheld with 
. 4s much veneration as they could have n 
ad the 2 been preſent. 
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my mule, and: allowed him to take his own way, 


I recommend to all my friends in their journey 


called Serve ; and aſcending thence along the 


As we paſſed through one little village, I ſaw 
| many peaſants going into a church. It was fame, 
Saint's day. The poor people muſt have half ö 


a new gown of gold paper; — the infant in 
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742 

Upon caſting up my eyes to the cieling, 1 
faw ſomething more extraordinary till : This 
was a portrait of God the Father, ſitting « on 1 


cloud, and dreſſed like a Pope, with the tiara on 
tis head. Any one muſt naturally be ſhocked 


at this, if he be not at the ſame inſtant moved 


to laughter at the infinite r of the idea, 


About &x 1 in the evening we. arrived at the 
8 valley of Chamouni, and found lodgings in a 

ſmall village called Prieure. The valley of 
Chamouni is about ſix leagues in length, and an 
Engliſh mile in breadth. Tt is bounded on all 
fades by very high mountains. Between the in 
tervals of theſe mountains, 'on one ſide of the 
15 valley, the vaſt bodies of ſnow and ice, which 
are called Glaciers, deſcended from Mont Blanc, 
which is their fource. 


On one ſide of the valley, oppoſite to the Gla- 
| ciers, ſtands Breven, a mountain whoſe ridge is 


$300 Engliſh feet higher than the valley. Many 


| travellers who have more curioſity, and who 
think leſs of fatigue than we, take their fr 


view of the Glaciers from the top of mount 


Breven. As there is only the narrow valley 
between that and the Glaciers, all of which it 
overlooks, and every other object around, ex- 
cept Mont Blanc, the view from it muſt be very 
| advantageous and magnificent, 


ee determined to begin with Montanvert 
from which we could walk to the Glaciers, re- 


a 


au 


E 1a 
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ſerving Mount Breven for another day's work, ; 
if we ſhould find ourſelves ſo inclined. After 
an hour's refreſhment at our quarters, Mr. K — 


and I took a walk through the e. 


The chapter of Prieſts and Canons of Sallenche 
have the lord ſhip of Chamouni, and draw a re- 
venue from the poor inhabitants; the higheſt 
mountains of the Alps, with all their ice and 


ſow, not being ſufficient to defend them from | 
rapacity and extortion. 


The prieſts bose l is beyond compariſon the 
beſt in the whole valley. Looking at it, I aſked 
a young man who ſtood near him, if the prieſt 


was rich? 


Oui, Monſieur, 8 0 he, 
et auſſi il mange * tout notre ble. 


tc aſked, if the people of Chamoun wiſh- 
ed to get rid of him ? 


Oui bien de celui ci —mais il faut avoir un 
autre. 


I do not fob the abſolute at of that, 


| fad 1, —— Conſider, if you had no prieſt, Ls 5 
would have more to eat. 


The lad red 


then anſwered with great 


naivetẽ — Ah, Monſieur, dans ce pays-ci les pre. 
tres ſont tout auſſi neceſſaires que le e. 


* 
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It is plain, that this clergyman inſtruc 15 
pariſhioners very carefully in the principles of 
religion. per ITE, that your ſoul is in yer 
ſafe hands, ſaid K——, giving the boy a crown; 


but here is ſomething to enable For! to take care 
of Four bod. 


| In my next I ſhall endeavour! to give you 1 
account of the Glaciers;—At preſent, I mul 
with you good night. 
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I E T T E R XXV. 


Genera. 


W E bein pretty early in 5 morning to 
aſcend Montanvert, from the top of which 


there is eaſy acceſs to the Glacier of that . 
and to the valley of ice. 


Our mules carried ut Hi the! inn acroſs the 
valley, and even for a conſiderable way up the 
mountain; which at length became ſo exceed- 
ingly ſteep, that we were obliged to diſmount 
| and ſend them back. Mr. U—— only, who 
had been here before, and was accuſtomed to 
ſuch expeditions, continued without compunc- 
tion on his mule till he got to the top, riding 
fearleſs over rocks, which a goat or a chamois 
would have paſſed with caution, 


In chis laſt animal, which is to be found on 
theſe mountains only, are blended the different 
qualities of the goat and the deer. It is ſaid to 
have more agility than any other quadruped poſ- 
ſefſed of the fame degree of e : 


After aſcending four hours, we gained the 
ſummit of Montanvert. The day was remark- 


ably fine, the objects around noble and majeſtic, 
-JGbrebs H 


146 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 


but in ſome reſpects different from what 1 had 
. * 


The valley of Chamouni had nnn 
Mount Breven ſeemed to have crept wonder- 
fully near; and if I had not juſt croſſed the 
plain which ſeparates the two mountains, and 
is a mile in breadth, I ſhould have concluded 
that their baſes were in contact, and that their 
diſtance above was ſolely owing to the dimi- 
nution in the ſize of all mountains towards 
the ſummit. Judging from the eye alone, 1 
ſhould have thought it poſſible to have thrown 
a a ſtone from the. . where 4 Kaod: to Mount 
Breven. . | 


There is a 8 of mountains behind Mon- 
tanvert, all covered with ſnow, which termi- 
nate in four diſtinct rocks, of a great beish. 
having the appearance of narrow pyramids or 
ſpires. They are called the Needles; and each 
has a diſtinct name. Mont Blanc, ſurrounded - 
by Montanvert, Mount Breven, the N edles, 
and other ſnowy e, e Hke a giant 

eee, takt ng e els; nud a 3150; 
' The beight al we had now attained, Was 
ſo far on our way up this mountain“ I was 
therefore equally ſl urprized and mortified to 


15 oy! after a an * of three thouſand "feet, 


21 8 4 TI F « ”, x 1 352 "I" 31 il * a 
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that Mont Blanc ſeemed. as high here as when 0 
we were in the valley: 


Haying aſcended. 8 fon Chamouni, 5 
on deſcending a little on the other ſide, we found 
ourſelves on a plain, whoſe appearance has been 
aptly compared to that which a ſtormy ſea would 
have, if it were ſuddenly arreſted and fixed by 
a ſtrong froſt. This is called; the Valley of Ice. 
t ſtretches ſeveral leagues behind Montanvert, 
and is reckoned a 300 feet. higher than the al- 
5 of Chamouni. | 


From the higheſt part of Montanvert v we od : 
all the following. objects under our eye, ſome of 
which ſeemed to obſtruct the view of others 
equally intereſting ; the Valley of Ice, the 
Needles, Mont. Blanc, with the nowy moun- 
tains below, finely contraſted with Breven, 
and the green hills on the oppoſite ſide of 
Chamouni, and the: ſun in full ſplendor ſhowing | 
all of them to the greateſt advantage. The 
whole forms a ſcene equally ſublime and beau- 
tiful, far above my power of deſcription, and 
worthy of the eloquence of that very ingeniouus 
gentleman, who has ſo finely illuſtrated theſe 1655 
ſubjects, in a particular treatiſe, and given ſo 
many examples of both in his Parliamentary. 
'peeches. 85 


While v we a] in ee TY 88 
ſcene, ſome of the company obſerved, that 
N 
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from the top of one of the Needles the prof. 
pect would be ſtill more magnificent, as the eye 
could ſtretch over Breven, beyond Geneva, all 
the way to Mount Jura, and comprehend the 
Pays de Vallais, and _ — mountains and 
15 vallies. e : 


This excited the ambition of the Wk of 2; 
H He ſprung up and made towards the 
Aiguille de Dru, which is the higheſt of the 
four Needles. Though he bounded over the 
ice with the elaſticity of a young chamois, it 
was a conſiderable time before he could arrive 
at the foot of the Needles: for people are 
: greatly deceived : as to diſtances, | in hole ſnowy 
regions. 


Should he get near the top, „ ſaid Mr. Cake pe. 


looking after him with eagerneſs, he will ſwear = 


we have ſeen nothing: but I will try to mount 
as high as he can; I am not fond of ſeeing 
people above me. | So eter he FOG agg | 
him. 


"i a Grort tins we ſaw them both Crabb 
up the rock : The D- had gained a conſi- 
derable height, when be was ſuddenly ſtopped | 
by a part of the rock which was perfectly im- 
practicable (for his impetuoſity had prevented 
him from chooſing the eaſieſt way); ſo Mr. 


6— overtool Pw” 
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Ha they had time to breathe and cool a 
little. The one being determined not to be ſur- 
paſſed, the other thought the exploit not worth 
his while, ſince the honour muſt be divided. 
| So like two rival powers, who have exhauſted | 

their ſtrength by a fruitleſs conteſt, they re- 
turned, fatigued and difappointed, to the Place 
from which they had ſet out. 


1 Aber a very agrecable repaſt, on the provi- 


ſions and wine which our guides had brought 
from the Prieurè, we paſſed, by an eaſy de- 
ſcent, from the green part of Montanvert to 
the Valley of Ice. A walk upon this frozen 
ſea is attended with inconveniencies. In ſome 
places, the ſwellings, which have been com- 
pared to waves, are forty or fifty feet high: 
yet, as they __ rough, and the ice inter- 
. mingled with fhow, one. may walk over them. 
In other parts, thoſe waves are of a very mode- 
rate ſize, and in ſome places the ſurface is quite 


What renders a paſſage over this valley {till 
more difficult and dangerous is, the rents in the 
ice, which are to be met with, whatever direc- 
tion you fallow. Theſe. rents are from two 
to fix feet wide, and of an amazing depth; 
reaching from the ſurface of the valley, through 
a body of ice many hundred fathoms thick. 
On throwing down a ſtone, or any other 


folid ſubſtance, we could hear the hollow 
H 3 
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murmur. of its deſcent for -a very Jong time, 
founding like far diſtant waves 3 upon 
oel. . e 


Our guides, emboldened by habit, FIR 
over theſe rents without any ſign of fear, though 
they informed us, that they had-often ſeen 
freſh clefts formed, while they walked on the 
valley. They added, indeed, for our encoy- 
+ ragement, that this was atways: preceded. by a 
loud continued noiſe, which gave Yeung of 
3 What was to ren. 


2 a i is 8 W chbt this Aru 
0 though it ſhould always precede tlie rent, could 
be of little uſe to thoſe who had advanced to 


the middle of the walley; for they neither could 


know certainly in what direction to run, nor 
eould they have time to get off: and in caſe 
the ice thould yawn directly under their feet, 
they muſt ine vitably periſn. But probably few 
accidents of that kind happen; and this has 
greater inffuence, than any reaſauin g upon the 


| ſubject. 


It is Appel that the Gow and les at the 
bottom melting by the warmth of the earth, 
leave great vacancies, in the form of vaults. 


"Theſe natural arches ſupport for a long time an 


amazing weight of ice and ſhow; for there is 
2 vaſt diſtance from the bottom to the ſurface 
| off this valley. But the ice beneath continuing 
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to ; diſſolve; and the ſnow above to increaſe, the 
arches muſt at laſt give way, which occaſions 
the noiſe and rents above mentioned. Water 
| alſo, which may have fallen from the ſurface = 
into the clefts, or is lodged by any means in 
this great maſs of ſnow, will, by its ſudden 


expanſion in the act of freezing, occaſion new 
rents at the ſurface. 


8 We had heard a great dea of the haveck made 
by avalanches. Theſe are formed of ſnow 
driven by the winds againſt the higheſt and moſt 
protuberant parts of rocks and mountains, where 
it hardens and adheres ſometimes till a prodi- 
gious maſs is accumulated. But when theſe 
ſupporters are able to ſuſtain the increafing 
weight no longer, the avalanche falls at once, 
hurrying large portions of the looſened rock or 
mountain along with lit; 3 and rolling from a vaſt 
height, with a thundering noiſe, to the valley, 
involves in certain deſtruction all the trees , 
Jouſes,: cattle, and men, which lie in its way“. 


The greater part of choſe who hare made a2 
journey to the Glaciers have ſeen one or more- 
of theie avalanches in the very ack of falling, | | 


" Ac veluti montis 3 de vertice præceps 
Cum ruit avulſum vento, ſeu turbidus imber 
Proluit, aut annis ſolvit ſublapſa vetuſtas: 
Fertur in abruptum magno mons improbus actu, 


Exultatque ſolo, ſilvas, armenta, viroſque 


lavolvens ſecum. VISO. 


H 4 
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and have themſelves always eſcaped by miracle 

Juſt as moſt people who have made a ſingle 

voyage by ſea, if it were only between Dover 

and Calais, have met with a ſtorm, and * 
narrowly — II.” 


Al. that any of our party can boaſt is, that 
during the nights we lay at Chamouni, we 
frequently heard a noiſe like diſtant thunder, 
which we were told was occaſioned by the fill. 

ing of ſome of the ſame avalanches at a few 
miles diſtance. And during our excurſions, we 
ſa trees deſtroyed, and tracts of ſoil tern from 

| the ſides of the mountains, over which the 
avalanches were ſaid to have rolled, two or 
three years before we paſſed. Theſe were the 
narroweſt eſcapes we made. I heartily wiſh 
the ſame good luck to all travellers, whatever | 
account they themſelves may chooſe to give to 
their friends, when they return. 


The Valley of ice is ſeveral leagues | in length, 
and not above a quarter of a league in breadth. 
It divides into branches; which run behind the 
chain of mountains formerly taken notice of. 
It appears like a frozen amphitheatre, and is 
bounded by mountains, in whoſe clifts columns 
of cryſtal, as we were informed, are to be 
found. The hoary majeſty of Mont Blanc 
* ] was in danger of riſing into poetry, 
when recollecting the ſtory of Icarus, I thought 
it beſt not to truſt to my own waxen wings. 1. 
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beg leave rather to borrow the following lines, 
which will pleaſe you better than any flight of 
mine, and prevent me from a fall: 


So Zembla $ rocks (the begntenus work of fi oft). 
Riſe white in air, and glitter o'er the coaſt, 

Pale ſans unfelt, at diſtance roll away, 
And on th' impaſſive ice the lightnings play; 
Eternal ſnows the growing maſs ſupply, _ 

Fill the bright mountains, prop th'incumbent ky; . 
As Atlas fx'd, each hoary pile appears, 

: The gather'd winter of a thouland years. 


| Haring walked a e time on the ? 
| ralley, and being ſufficiently regaled with ice, 
ve at length thought of returning to our cot- 
| tage at Prieure. - Our guides led us down by a 
ſhorter and ſteeper way than that by which we 
had aſcended ; and in about two hours after we 
had begun our deſcent, we found ourſelves at 
the bottom of the mountain. This rapid man- 
ner of deſcending moſt people find. more ſevere - 
upon the muſcles of the legs and thighs, than 
even the aſcent. For my own part, I was very 
near exhauſted 3 and as we were ſtill a couple 
of miles diſtant from our lodgings, it was with 
the greateſt ſatisfaction that I ſaw our obſequi- - 
ous mules in waiting to carry us to our cottage z . 
where having at laſt arrived, and being aſſem 
| bled in a ſmall room, excluded from the view - 
of icy valleys, cryſtal hills, and ſnowy moun- 
tains, with nothing before us but humble ob- 
| H 5 8 | 
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jets, as cold meat, coarſe bread, and poor 
wine, we contrived to paſs an hour before going 
to bed, in talking over the exploits of the day, 
and the wonders we had ſeen, Whether there 
is greater pleafure in this, or in viewing the 


ſcenes themſelves, is a queſtion not yet decided 
by the caf uiſts. 


r SS. Aa. 4. bi 
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LET TER Kr. 


Geneva. 


Tas: ERE are Bie or fix different Glaciers, 
which all terminate upon one fide of the valley 
of Chamouni, . within the ſpace of about five 


leagues. - 5 6 


Theſe are arctic collections Jy; ſnow and 15 


ice, formed in the intervals or hollows, between 5 
the mountains that bound the ſide of the valley 


near which Mont Blanc ſtands. 
The r in : thoſs | halllaws being ſcreened | 


from the influence of the ſun, the heat of ſum- 


mer can diſſolve only a certain portion of it. 
Theſe magazines of ice and ſnow are not formed 
by what falls directly from the heavens into the 


intervals. They are ſupplied by the ſnow 
which falls during winter on the loftieſt parts 
of Mont Blanc; large beds or ſtrata of which 


ide down imperceptibly by their own gravity, 
and finding no reſiſtance at theſe intervals, they. 


form long irregular roots around all the adjacent. 


| mountains, 


Five of theſe enter, by * different 3 


chures, into the valley of Chamouni, and are 


called Glaciers, on one of which we had been. 
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At preſent their furſace is from a thouſand, 
to two thouſand feet high, above the valley. 


Their breast depends « on the widenel of the 
interval between the mountains in which they | 


| are formed. 


Viewed from the valley, they have, in my opi- 


nion, a much finer effect than from their ſummit. . 


The rays of the ſun ſtriking with various 


force on the different parts, according as they 
are more or leſs expoſed, occaſion an unequal 


_ diſſolution of the ice; and with the help of a 
little imagination, give the appearances of co- 
lumns, arches, and: turrets, which are in ſome 
Places tranſ] parent... 


A fabric of ice in [this taſte; two - thouſand 
fot high, and three times as broad, with the 


ſun ſhining full upon it, you muſt acknowledge . 


| to be a very ſingular piece of architecture. 


Our company aſcended only the Glacier of 
Montanvert, which is not the higheſt, and were 


contented with a view of the athers from the 
valley; but more curious travellers will ſurely 
think it worth their labour, to examine each of 
them more particularly. 


| Some people. are ſo fad 4 Glaciers, that 


not fatisfied with their preſent . they 
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| ;nfift poſitively, that they muſt neceſſarily grow 

jarger every year, and. they argue the matter 
thus : | : 


| The hs exiſtence of the Glaciers is a 
ſufficient proof that there has, at ſome period 
or other, been a greater quantity of ſnow form- 
ed during the winter, than the heat of the 


ſummer has been. able to diſſolve. But this 
diſproportion muſt neceſſarily. increaſe every 
year, and, of conſequence, the Glaciers muſt | 
augment : becauſe any given quantity of ſnow 
and ice remaining through the courſe of one 
ſummer, muſt encreaſe the cold of the atmoſ- 
phere around it in ſome degree; which be- 
ing reinforced by the ſnows of the ſucceeding 


winter, will reſiſt the diſſolving power of the 


ſun more the ſecond ſummer than the firſt, 


and ſtill more the third. than the ſecond, and 


ſo on. 


T he concluſion of this reaſoning is, that 
the Glaciers muſt grow larger by an increaſ- 
ing ratio every year, till the end of time. For 
this reaſon, the authors of this theory regret, 
that they themſelves have been ſent into the 
world ſo ſoon; becauſe, if their birth had 
been delayed for nine or ten thouſand years, 
they ſhould have ſeen the Glaciers in much 
"eater glory, Mont Blanc being but a Lillipu- 


uu at preſent, in compariſon: + to what it will 
be then, 
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| However rational this may appear; objec F - 

; tions have nevertheleſs been ſuggeſted, which Glac 
Jam ſorry for; becauſe, when a theory i, 200 
tolerably confiſtent, well fabricated, and goodly val 
to behold, nothing can be more vexatious, liter 
than to ſee a plodding officious. fellow over. | 4 
throw the whole ſtructure at once, by a dah Mal 
of his pen, as Harlequin does à houſe with a ha 
touch of his ſword, in a pantomime enter 18 
| tainment. 
Such contien fay, that as the Glaciers 105 WW 
— ment in ſize, there muſt be a greater extent of i 1 
{ſurface for the ſun- beams to act upon, and, of 00 
| conſequence, the diſſolution will be greater, . 
which muſt effectually prevent the continual 8 
increaſe contended for. = 
But the other tony extricate themſelves . 
from this difficulty by roundly aſſerting, that 
the additional cold occaſioned by the ſnow and Pa 
ice already depoſited, has a much greater influ- ec 
ence in retarding their diſſolution, than the 8 


mereaſed ſurface can have in haſtening it: and 
in confirmation of their ſyſtem, they tell you, 
that the oldeſt inhabitants of Chamouni re- 
member the Glaciers when they were much 
ſmaller than at preſent ; and alſo remember the 
time when they could walk, from the Valley of 
Ice, to places behind the mountains, by paſ- 
ſages which are now quite choked up with hills 
of ſnow, not above fifty years old. 


/ 
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Whether the inhabitants of Chamouni aſ- 
ſert this from a laudable partiality to the 
Glaciers, whom they may now conſider (on 
account of their drawing ſtrangers to viſit the | 
Valley) as their beft Abby ;—or from po- 
liteneſs to the ſupporters of the above- men- 
tioned opinion ; or from real obſervation, I 
ſhall not preſume to ſay. But I myſelf have 

heard ſeveral of the old people of Chamouni 
aſſert the fact. = 


The cavillers being thus obliged. to relin- 
quiſh their former objection, attempt, in the . 
| next place, to ſhow, that the above theory 
leads to an abſurdity z becauſe, ſay they, if 
the Glaciers go on increaſing in bulk ad infini- 
tum, the globe itſelf would become in pro- 
ceſs of time a mere : appendage to Mont 
Blanc. 


The advocates for the continual augmen- 
tation of the Glaciers reply, that as this in- 
conveniency has not already happened, there 
needs no other refutation of the impious doc- 
trine of certain philoſophers, who aſſert that the 
world has exiſted from eternity; and as to the 
| Ylobe's becoming an appendage to the mountain, 
| they aſſure us, that the world will be at an end 
long before that event can happen. So that 
thoſe of the moſt timid natures, and moſt de- 


licate conſtitutions, may diſmiſs their fears on 
that ſubzecl 


REES 
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For my own part, though I wiſh well to the 


Glaciers, and all the inhabitants of Chamouni, 
having paſſed ſome days very pleaſ antly in their 
company; I will take no part in this contro. 

verſy, the merits of which I Jeave to your own 


judgment... 
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Geneva. 


Ty E morning of the day on which we de- 
parted from Prieure, I obſerved a girl of a very 
ſingular appearance ſitting before the door of 
one of the houſes. When I ſpoke to her ſhe 
made no anſwer : but an elderly man, who had 
been a ſoldier in the king of Sardinia's ſervice, 
and my acquaintance ſince the moment of our 
arrival, informed me that this girl was an idiot, 
and had been ſo from her birth. 


He took me to two other houſes in the vil- 
lage, in each of which there was one perſon in 
the ſame melancholy ſituation ; and he aſſured 
| me, that all over the valley of Chamouni, in a 
family conſiſting of five or fix children, one of 
them, generally ſpeaking, was a perfect natural. 


This was confirmed by fome others, to whom 
| afterwards mentioned it. J was told at the 
| lame time, that the parents, ſo far from con- 
| idering this a misfortune, looked upon it as 
| an indication of good luck to the reſt of the 
family, and no unhappineſs to the individual, 
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whom they always cheriſh. and protect. with fi D 
utmoſt tenderneſs. {me 
tract 

1 Aked my ſoldier, if any of his own famij de ſe 
were in that ſituation? Non, Monſieur, anſve: neck 
ed he; et auſſi.j at paſſẽ e une vie bien dure, inha 
Don't you think theſe poor TO Ven yo 
mines} ans 
5 ther 
| Demande Pardon, Monſieur: : ils font t th 2p 
0 heureux —— - [I 
ver. 

But you would not like to have been born ul . 
that ſtate yourſelf, | RS; I 

| bat 
Noe croyez donc, Menger, que Jaun Va 

ets bien attrape ? an 


Attrape ! certair.l : don't you think ſo too! 


Pour cela, non, Monſieur ; Je n'aurols jamus 
£ travaills. 


To one who has through. life been obige 
to work hard for a bare ſubſiſtence, labour ap 
pears the greateſt evil, and perfect idleneſs the 
F greateſt blefling. If this ſoldier. had been 
brought up in idleneſs, and had experienced a 
the horrors and dejection which attend indolent 
luxury, very poſſibly he would be of a different 
opinion. 
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During this journey, I remarked, that in 
ſome particular villages, and for a confiderable 
tract of country, ſcarcely was there any body to 
ami de ſeen who Had that ſwelling of the throat and 
neck, which is thought fo general among all the : 
8 inhabitants of the Alps. In particular, T did 
not obſerve any body at Prieurè with this com- 
plaint; and upon enquiry, was i informed, that 
there are many pariſhes in which not a ſingle 
perſon is troubled with it, and that i in other 
places at no great distance it is almoft uni- 
verſal. ; — | 


U the 


In the 80 of * Chinriouny there is only one 
bamlet where it is common; but in the Pays de 
Vallais, I was told, it is more fre _— than in 
any ey place. 


As this diſeaſe Weins to be endemical, 
cannot, as has been imagined, proceed Bann : 


the drinking of water impregnated with ſnow 
or ice; for 'this beverage is common to all the 
ad inhabitants of the a and of other moun- 
" WH tains. 
Ip 
n I the water be in reality the vehicle of this 


N diſeaſe, we muſt. ſappoſe it impregnated not 

© only with diffolved Ice and ſow, but alſo with 

1 ſome ſalt or other ſubſtance, poſſeſſed of the 
noxious quality of obſtructing the glands of the 
throat; and we muſt alſo ſuppoſe, that this 


were, and others. where there were no Guatres 


"If 
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n 
_ - noxious ſubſtance is to be found. in no other I zen tc 
inhabited m but the 990 OAT: 
| $4 


duni a 
d ent 
uooed 


ollow « 


by one of the inhabitants 66 "a PRA 
28 had enumerated. many pariſhes where there 


(which is the name they give this ſwelling), he 
concluded by telling me, I ſhould: ſee them in 
great abundance among the Valaiſans, to who 
country we were going. When I told the man 
I thought his country people very happy, in 

being quite free from ſuch an odious diſeaſe, 
which afflicted their poor neighbours. En re- 
8 venche, ſaid the peaſant, nous ſommes accables 
des impots z et dans le r de Vallais on ne 


paye rien. 
The d—] is in the fellow, exclaimed . Mer 


it in your choice, would you. ent of Guatres, 
to get free of taxes: # 


It is 
dcks, \ 
e bott 
des, a 
dſca] 
able 
ould | 
light | 
r one 
ened 
maſte 


Hay 


5 Tres volontiers, Monfeur; 6 Tun vaut bien 


| Quid cauſe eſt, merito quin ins Jupiter ambas 
I. atus buecas inlet. 


"Yam lee, my Friend, that Ki is 3 in- courts 
| ad capitals alone that men are diſcontented 
with their fortunes. The cauſes: of repining 
are different in different places; but the effect 
is the ſame every where. 
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On the morning of the fixth day, we bid 
deu to Prieurez and having aſcended the 
ountains, which ſhut up the valley of Cha- 
ouni at the end oppoſite to that by which we 
d entered, after various windings on a very 
used road, we gradually deſcended into a : 
ollow of the moſt diſmal appearance. 


ks, without trees or verdure of any kind, 
e bottom being as barren and craggy as the 
des, and the whole forming a moſt hideous 
dleape. This dreary valley is of a conſi- 
rable length, but very narrow. I imagine it 
ould have pleaſed the fancy of Salvator, who 
igt have been tempted to ſteal a corner of it 
r one of his pieces, which, when he had en- 
ened with a murder or two, would have been 
maſter-piece of the Horrible. ED 


Having traverſed this, we continued our 
urney, ſometimes aſcending, then deſcending 
to other vallies, whoſe names I have forgot. 
ſe had a long continued aſcent over Mont 
dir, a very high hill, covered with pine-trees, 
my of which are above an hundred feet in 


ls road, which is full as ſteep as any part of 
at by which we had aſcended Montanvert. 5 


| We came at length to the paſs which ſepa- 
Ites the King of Sardinia' 8 r from the 


It is farrounded with high, bare, Sad | 


icht. I was obliged to walk on foot moſt of 
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little republic called the Pays de Vallais. Acro 


this there is an old thick wall, and a gate, with. 


out any guard. This narrow paſs continues for 
| ſeveral miles. A few peaſants arranged along 
the upper part of the mountains could, by roll. 
ing down ſtones, deſtroy a whole army, if jt 


ſhould attempt to enter into the My by this 


road. 


; Rats 


When you «lan paſſed through this ing de. 


file, the road runs along the fide of a high and 


_ Keep! mountain; but is Rill ſo very narrow, that 


two perſons cannot with ſafety go abreaſt, d 
al paſſengers are entirely at the mercy of thoſe 
who may be 1 on the higher _ of the 


mountain. 


+ Tan the ſide of the mountain on which ve 
Paſſed, we could have ſpoken to the people who. 


inhabited the fide of the mountain oppolite 
But I am convinced it would have taken three or 
four hours walking, to have gone to them: be- 
cauſe we muſt, by a long, oblique tour, hare 


firſt reached the bottom of the cleft between us, 


and then have aſc cended to them by another long, 


fatiguing path, which could not be done! in leb 


| time than I have mentioned. 


Wa there! b a0 He .of the, mountain 


tolerably fertile, and the ſlope leſs formidable 
than uſual, you are almoſt ceftain to find a pet- 
ſant's houſe. All the houſes are built of the 
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ne red pine, which grows near at hand. The 
prriage of this, even for a ſhort way, upon 
oſe very ſteep mountains, muſt have been at- 
nded with no ſmall difficulty and danger. 
ieſe dwellings are raiſed on wooden props, or 
lars, two or three feet above the ground. On 
ie top of each pillar a large flag or broad ſtone 
placed, to obſtruct the entrance of rats. In n 
2d the ſituation of theſe, abodes is ſo very 
rial, that they ſeem almoſt inacceſſible to every ot 
| imal that has not e as . as to rats. 


Fo 854 5 


The road 1d 1 us at kh to the 3 
hich is level, and covered with pines for ſe- 
ral miles. Having traverſed this, and de- 
ended a little on the other fide, the lower 
Wallais opened to our view. Nothing can be 
nagined more fingularly pictureſque: it is of 

oval form, about ſeven leagues in length, 
nd one in breadth, ſurrounded on all ſides by 
jountains of a ſtupendous height, the lower 
arts of which are covered with very rich paſ- 
Pre. The valley itſelf is fertile in the higheſt 
egree, finely cultivated, and divided into mea- 
os, gardens, and vineyards. The Rhone 
ows in beautiful mazes from the one end to 
e other. Sion, the capital of the Vallais, is 
tuated on the upper extremity, and the town 
f Mortigny on the lower, many villages and 
Fetached houſes appearing all over the valley 
etween them. The proſpect we had now under 
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our eye formed a ſtriking and agreeable contra} 
with the ſcenes we had juſt left. The diſtance 
from this point to Mortigny, which ſtands nex 
the bottom of the mountain, is about ſix mile, 
There is one continued deſcent the whole way, 
which is rendered eaſy by the road's being 
thrown into a 2ig-22g direction. : 


After the Ne paths we had been accu. 
tomed to, it was, comparatively ſpeaking, reſt, 

to walk down this mountain. We arrived at 
1 — refreſhed, and i in high ſpirits, 
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LETTER NI. 


Geneva. | 


D. U RIN fel our journey over the moun- - 


tains which encircle the lower Vallais, I had 
often felt an inclination to enter ſome of the 


| peaſants houſes, that I might be a witneſs of 


the domeſtic ceconomy of a people which 
Rouſſeau has fo fe deſcrided. 


| Had 1 bean Mime; or Wich a ſingle compa- 


nion, I ſhould have pledged them liberally, and 
made a temporary ſacrifice of my reaſon to the 
Penates of thoſe happy mountaineers; for, 
according to him, this is the only payment 
they will receive for their entertainment; but 
our company was by far too numerous, and 


would have put their hol 7 to too ene | 
. trial, 


After a night's refreſhment at Nada we 
looked with ſome degree of impatience for the 
cabriolets, which had been ordered to meet us 
there, We all talked with rapture of the 
ſublime ſcenes from which we had deſcended 3 


| Jet nobody regretted that the reſt of the jour- 


ney was to be performed on plain ground. 'The 
Vor. J. 1 


cabriolets arriving the ſame forenoon, we ſet 
out by the mn. which leads to St. May. 
= Wo 
That immenſe rampart of mountains which 
ſurrounds the Vallais at every other part, is cyt 
through here, which renders that country ac. 
ceffible to the inhabitants of the canton of 
Bern. This opening has the appearance ff ja 


vaſt and magnificent avenue, on each fide of 
which a row of, lofty mountains are Placed, in- 


ſttead of trees. It is ſome leagues in length. 


The ground is exceedingly fertile, and perfect 
level: yet if an attack were ſuſpected, this 
paſs could be eaſily defended by batteries at the 


bottom of the mountains on each fide. Be- 


ſides, a river of conſiderable depth flows along, 
ſometimes on the one fide, and ſometimes on 

the other, and, by continually croſſing the. plain, 
feems to fotbid all, hoſtile, fpcroaghments; RY 


This little ſpot, the country of the Vallaiſ- 
ans, which comprehends the valley above de- 
ſcribed, the mountains that ſurround it, and 
ſtretch on one fide all the way to the lake, in- 
duding. three or four towns and many wigs 
is a diſtrict, goyerned by. its oyn layvs and 
magiſizates, in- alliance with, but independent 
of, the Swiſs cantons, or any other power. 
The religion is | popery, and the form of go- 


vernment dempcratic. It ſeems to haye been 
imagined by, Najure, , as a aſt un, for that 
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divinity, without whoſe influence all her other 


gifts are of ſmall value. Should the rapacious 
hand of deſpotiſm ever cruſh the rights of man- 


kind, and overturn the altars of FREEDOM, in 
i every other country in Europe, a choſen people 
8 may here preſerve the true worſhip, and ſhare | 


{ Wh ber regard with the W beyond the At- 
a hatic. 


| In the, middle of the opening above men- 
oed, about four leagues from Martigny, be- 
A | . tween- two. high mountains, and at the fide of | 


the Rhone, is ſituated the little town of St, 
Maurice, which guards this 8 into te 8 
Joyee Vallais. Th 1 8 


Having paſſed t a bridge at this town, which 
| divides. the country of the Vallaiſans from the 
canton of Bern, we -praceeded to Bex, a vil- 
large remarkable for its delightful ſituation, and 
for the ſalt-works which are near it. After 
dinner, we viſited theſe. We entered the largeſt 
ſaline by a paſſage cut out of the ſolid rock, of 
2 ſufficient height and breadth to allow a man 
to. walk with. eaſe. , 4.5 IF eee ee Lay 

Travellers who have the entails: to explore 
theſe gloomy. abodes, are previouſly furniſhed : 
with lighted lamps or torches, and defſed i in 

a coarſe: habit, to defend them from the ſlimy 
Krppings which fall from the Took 3 and fides of g 
the. Pallage, i ef OR RG 

1.2. 
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Upon arriving at the reſervoir of ſalt wn. 

; ter, which is above three quarters of a mile 
from the entrance, I was ſeized with a nauſea, 
e from the diſagreeable ſmell of the place, and 
1 0 : a returned with all poſſible expedition to the 
4836 THz open air, leaving my companions to puſh their 
5 reſearches as far as they pleaſed. They re- 
mained a conſiderable time after me. What 

$ ſatisfaction they received within, I ſhall not 
take upon me to determine; but I never ſay 

a ſet of people make a more melancholy exit; 
with their greaſy frocks, their torches, their 

| Atnoky, woe-begone countenances, they put me 

| {0 in mind of a proceſſion of condemned heretics, 
e to the e at an Auto da Te at 
Liſbon. | 


* 
* 
N 
. 
. 
4 
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Having metered, their leaky + ſpirits at 
1 inn at Bex, they aſſured me, that the ci- 
raioſities they had ſeen during their ſubterraneors 
„ | pProgreſs, particularly after my ſeceſſion, were 
more worthy of obſervation: than any thing v: 
had met with ſince we had left Geneva; and 
1 HP all adviſed me, with affectionate ſeriouſnch 
1 "4 do return and complete the intereſting viſit which 


PLAT EH 55 1 had left unuiſhed. 


. jou Next morning our company del, the 
. . N il? Der of H— and Mr. G— chuſing to r- 


turn to Veray and Lauſanne. Mr. U— 
1 Mr. K——, and myſelf, went. by the other 
die of the lake of Geneva, They took with 
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them the two chaiſes, and we proceeded on. 


horſeback, our road not admitting £ of wheel 
4 e 


5 We left Bex Lt in the morning, paſſing | 
X through Aigle, a thriving little town, whoſe | 
i houſes are built of a white marble found in the 
10 neighbourhood. The ideas of gloom and 
" wretchedneſs, as well as of magnificence, had 
. ſomehow been linked in my mind with this 
5 ſubſtance. I don't know whether this has been 


owing to its being uſed in tombs and monuments; 
or to my having obſerved, that the houſes moſt 
profuſely ornamented by it are fo often the man- 
ſions of dulneſs and diſcontent. Whatever gave 

| riſe to this connection of ideas, the appearance 

of the inhabitants of Aigle was calculated to cure 
me of the prejudice; for although the meaneſt | 
houſes in this poor little town. are built of mar- 
ble, yet in the courſe of my life I never beheld 
| lefs care and more ſatisfaction in the counte--- 
nances of any ſet of people. An appearance 
of eaſe and content not e prevails here, but a 
all over Switzerland... 


A little beyond Aigle, we croſſed the Rhone 
in boats. It is broader at this ferry, than where 
it flows from the lake of Geneva. As ſoon as 
we arrived on the other fide, we were again in- 
the dominions of the Vallaiſans, which extend : 
on this fide all the way to the lake: 


I 3 
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We had a delightful ride to St. Gingo, where 


we "dined, and remained ſeveral hours torrefreſh 


| our horſes: Though it was Sunday, ther E Was 2 


fair at this town, to which ſuch a concourſe of 
people had reſorted from the Pays de Valtais, 
the canton of Bern, and from Savoy, that we 


: in, 
* 
markably pictureſque A little ſilk hat, fixed 
on one ſide of the head; t Which a bunch” 
of ribb6ns hangs negligently; with a Jacket very 
advantageous to the ſhape, gives therm a ſmart 
air, and is upon the whole more becoming than 
_ the dreſs of the common People in FA Ty 
$ HEINE ſeen. 1 | 


A little 0 St. lie oh einterel che 
dukedom of Savoy. The road is here cut out 


of the lofty rocks which riſe from the like of 


Geneva. It muſt be paſſed with caution, being 
enxceedingly narrow, and no fence ts prevent 


the traveller from falling over a very high pre- 


cipice into the lake, in caſe his horſe ſhoatt : 


| fart to one ſide. C 


At Game's lng this narrow 708d is rendereſ 
ill more dangerous by fragments which have 


fallen from the mountains above; ahtd hwe 
impaired and almoſt deſtroyed the pati. At 
thoſe places v we were — to diſmount, and 


5 could not without difficulty find a room to de 


"Ther dreſs of thie young Vallalffnnes f is re- 
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lead our horſes, with great attention, over rub- 
biſi and broken rocks, till we nee parts 
Fo” the road which were intire. 


Tur ſiglir of Meilerie 1 to my re- 

membrance the charming letters of Rouſſeau's 
two lovers. This recollection filled me with 
ua pleaſing enthuſiaſm. I ſought with my eyes, 

and' imagined? I diſcovered: the identical place 
where St. Preux fat with his teleſcope to view 
the habitation of his beloved Julia. I traced 
in my imagination his route, when he ſprung 


from rock to rock after one of her letters, . 85 


| which a ſudden guſt of wind had ſnatched from 
his hands: I marked the point at which the 
two lovers embarked to return to Clarence, 
after” an evening viſit to thoſe: very: rocks, 
when St. Preux, agonized” with tender * 
lections, and diſtraſted with deſpair, 


| tempted to ſeize his miſtreſs, then the wiſe 


of another, and precipitate himſelf along with 
| her; from the boat On into” _ male 
| of the laks, Eb , 


Every e of that pathetic ibey 
came freſh into my mind. I felt myſelf on a 
kind of cific ground; and experienced: that 


the eloquehce of that inimitable writer had 


given” me an intereſt in the landſeape before my 
eyes, beyond that which ite on natural beau-- 
tles could” have etteeted. — 52 
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Having left the romantic rocks of Meillerie 
behind, we deſcended to a fertile plain, almoſt 
on a level with the lake, along which the road 
| runs, flanked with rows of fine tall trees all the 
way to Evian, ' an agreeable little town, re- 
nowned for its mineral waters. Here we met 
with many of our Geneva acquaintances of both 
ſexes, who had come, under pretence of drink. 
ing the waters, to. amuſe nme in this tex 
lightful ferent.” | | 
We mink: "ena to N a ; moſt rel. 
1 gious city, if we may judge by the number of 
churches and monaſteries which it contains. 
The number of inhabitants are calculated at fix 
or ſeven thoufand, and every ſeventh perſon 1 
ſaw wore the uniform of ſome religious order. 
After this, I was: not greatly ſurpriſed to per- 
ceive every ſymptom & er men the lay 
inhabitants. | | | 


Having baſonks Freak and 4 at this 8 
ve went and viſited the convent of Carthuſians 
at Repaille, which 1 is at a little diſtance. 


It was here chat a Duke * 18 after 2 
fortunate reign, aſſumed the character of 2 
hermit, and lived with the fathers a life, of 
piety and mortification, according to ſome; of 


-voluptuouſneſs and policy, according to others. 
What we are well aſſured of is, that he was 


in a ſhort time elected Pope, by the council of 


( 


”% 
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Baſil, which dignity he was obliged to relin- p 
quiſh nine years after, having firſt made very 
honourable” conditions for himſelf. After this, 
he ſpent the remainder of his life with the repu- 
A tation. of great fandtity'; at how; coor N 


Had he been allowed to chuſe any part of 
Europe for his retreat, he could not have found 
one more agreeable than this which his o. 
dominions furniſned. 8 


The fathers with great politeneſs ſhewed us 
their foreſt, their gardens, their apartments, 
and a very elegant new chapel, which is juſt 
finiſhed. They then conducted us into the 

chamber where their Sovereign had lived and 


died. They talked much of his genius, his 


benevolence, and his ſanctity. We heard them 
with every mark. of. acquieſcence, and re- 
turned to our inn, where though we certainly 
did not Fire Repaille, m convinced the fleas 
did: As Shakeſpeare's carrier ſays, there was 
never a King in Chriſtendom: better bit than 
ve were, through the whole night. We paid 
for our entertainment, ſuch as it was, a very | 
extravagant bill in the morning, and without 
Srudging; for we conſidered. that we were 
to leave our hoſt and his family among a 


ſwarm of blood-ſackers, Tell more intolerable. 
than fleas. 


3 
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We arrived the ſame forenoon at Genevz 
having finiſhed a tour in which a greater variety 
of ſublime and intereſting objects offer them. 
: ſelves to the contemplation of the traveller, 

than can be found in any other part of the 
ves = the ſame” extent. 


Lam, Ke. 
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1 AM not ſurpriſed that your inquiries 2 
entirely regard. the philoſopher of Ferney. This 
extraordinary. erſon has contrived to excite 
more _ and to retain the attention of 
Europe for a longer ſpace of time, than any 
other man this age has produced, monarchs and 
heroes included —Even the mot trivial ariecdote ' 
relating to him e in ſome degree, to irite 
reſt: the n f 


* 


Since Ibare been 4 in this —_— 1 have had 


frequent. opportunities of converſing with him, 


and ſtill more with thoſe who have lived in inti- 
mey with him for manyeyears; ſo that, wliat- 
ever remarks I may ſend you on this ſubject, are 
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—— 


founded either on my own obſervation, or om 


that of the moſt: cardic and „ of his 
neee 


He has enemies! WP 3 here, as he has : 


every where elſe; and not * both: 


united: in the ſame perſon. Hrs . 


1 The firſt iden which has ned itſelf t to all 
who have attcingted a deſcription of his per- 


ſon, is that of a ſkeleton. 


-180 
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In as far as this im 
plies exceſſive leanneſs, it is juſt ; but it muſt be 
remembered, -that this ſkeleton, this mere com- 


Poſition of ſkin and bone, has a look of more 


} 


ſpirit and vivacity, than is generally produced 
by fleſſ and blood, however en and 
youthful. . 


o . 
2 439 | # £2 


mY 


5 The * piereing eyes 1 ever beheld are 
thoſe of Voltaire, now in his eightieth year. 
is whole countenance is expreſſive of genius, 


2 obſervation, and! extreme ſenſibility. 


„An the morning he has a Look of anxiety and 
iſcomntries 3 but this gradually wears off, and 
after dinner he feems cheerful: yet an air of 


irony never entirely forſakes his face, but may 


1 always be obſerved lurking i in his features, ne 
5 ther he frowns or ſmiles. 


+ Sllem the 8 is favourable, de takes an 


_ airingin his coach, with his niece or with ſome 


of his gueſts, of whom there is always aſufficient 
number at Ferney. Sometimes he ſaunters in 
his garden; or if the weather does not permit 
him to go abroad, he employs his leiſure hours in 


playing at cheſs with Pere Adam; or in receiv- 


ing the viſits of ſtrangers, a continual ſucceſſion 
of whom attend at Ferney to catch an opportu- 
> nity of ſeeing him; or in dictating and reading 
letters; ; for he ſtill retains correſpondents in all 


the countries of Europe, who inform him of 
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every remarkable occurrence, and ſend him 
every new f Lierarg en as ſoon. as it ap- 


oY 8. 


By far the greater part of his time is ſpent in 
bis ſtudy 3 and whether he reads himſelf, or 
liſtens to another, he always has a pen in his 

hand, to take notes, or make remarks. | 


- Compoſition: i is. his cinch! amuſement. No 0 
author who writes for daily bread, no young 
poet ardent for diſtinction, is more aſſiduous 
0. with his pen, or more anxious for freſh fame, 
d than the e and een Kanga of | 
] ys 


* 


He lives in a very hoſpitable manner, and 
takes care always to keep a good cook. He has 
generally two or three viſitors from Paris, who 
ſtay with him a month or fix weeks at a time. 
When they go, their places are ſoon ſupplied ; 
ſo that there is a conſtant rotation of ſociety at 
| Ferney. Theſe, with Voltaire's own family, 
and his viſitors from Geneva, compoſe a com- 
pany of twelve or fourteen people, who dine 

daily at his table, whether he appears or not. 
For when engaged preparing ſome new producti- 
on for the preſs, indiſpoſed or in bad ſpirits, he 
does not dine with the company ; but ſatisfies 
himſelf with ſeeing them for a few minutes, 
cither before or after dinner. 


1 * 


182 -vinw or soο]⅛ĩer AND 


All Io bring recommendations from His 
friends, may depend upon being received; if he 
be not really indiſpoſed. Ne often preſents. him 
ſelf to the ſtrangers, who aſſemble almoſt every 
afternoon in” his 'anti-chamber; althongh they 
bring no particular recommendation. But ſome. 
times they are obliged to retire vechout ki 
their . © 


As offell 8 tlg happens, Het! is ſure of beg | 
aecuſed of peeviſhnefs z. ; and a thoufand bm 
türed ſtories are related, perhaps invented; out 
of revenge, | becauſe he is not in the humour of 
5 being exhibited like a dancing hear or a holiday, 
It is much leſs ſurpriſing that he ſometimes re- 
fuſes, than that he ſhould comply ſo often. In 
Him, this complaifance muſt pröceed ſolely from 
x deſire to oblige; for Voltaire has been ſo long 
aàcuſtomed to admiration, that the Rare of a few 
ſtrangers carnot be e to afford bim much 
pleaſure. | 


His niece, madame Denis, does the honours 
of the table, and entertains the compahy, when 
her unele is not able, or does not chooſe to ap- 
Pear. She is a well-diſpoſed woman, who be- 
haves! with good-humour to every body, and 
with unremitting attemion and tenderneſs t. to her 
uncle. 11 | 


The forenoon is not a: proper time to viſit 
Voltaire. He cannot bear to have his hours o 
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dy interrupfed; This alone is ſufffeient to put 
him in bad humour ;- beſides he is then apt to be 
querulous, whether he ſuffers by the infirmities 

of age or from ſome accidental cauſe or cha 
grin. W hatever is the reaſon; he is leſs an 
optimiſt at that part of the day than at any 
other. — It was sin the morning, probably, that 
ke remarked; — que Cetdit dommage que le 
quinquina ſe trouvoit en 9 et la fevre 
en nos climats. 


Thoſe who are invited to > ſupper; have an op 
portunity of ſeeing him in the moſt advan- 
tageous point of view. He then exerts himſelf 
to entertain the company, and ſeems as fond of 

ſaying, what are called good things, as ever; 
and when any lively remark or bon mot 
comes from another, he is equally W 
ind pays the fulleſt tribute of applauſe ——The 
ſpirit of mirth gains upon him by indulgenee; 


by the preſence of women, he ſeems to enjoy 
life with all the ſenſibility of youth. His ge- 
mus then ſurmounts the reſtraint of age and in- 
frmity, and flows along in a fine ſtrain of 
Neaſing, ſpirited obſervation; and delicate irony. 


He has an excellent talent of adapting his 
converſation to his company. The firſt” time 
the D— of H— waited on him, he turned 
the diſcourſe on the ancient alliance between 
the French and Scotch nations. Reciting the 


When ſurrounded by his friends, and animated 
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circumſtance of o one of his 1 * we 


5 of re * 5 the Juv cnt 
of his anceſtors,. the antient: Earls of Douglas 
of the great literary reputation of. ſome of hiz 
countrymen: then living; and mentioned the 


names of Hume and Robertſon i in terms of hig 


| approbation. | 


A ſhort time e wund, he was viſited by 
two Ruſſian Noblemen, who are now at Gene- 
va. Voltaire talked: to them a great deal of 

Har Empreſs, and the flouriſhing ſtate of their 


country.— 


-Formerly, faid he, your country- 


men were guided by ignorant prieſts, — the arts 


were unknown, and your lands lay waſte; — but 

now the arts flouriſh, and the lands: are cultiva- 
ted. One of the young men replied, That 
there was ſtill a- greater proportion of barren 
land in Ruſſia. 


e in laurels. 


His diſlike to the es is well Lim, This: 
leads him to join in a very trite topic of abuſe: 


Voith people who have no pretenſion to that de- 


gree of wit which alone could make their 


railings tolerable. The converfation happen- 
ing to turn into this channel, one perſon ſaid, 


II ak ſubtract "Ons from eien rags. Fo wilt. 


At leaſt, ſaid Voltaire, you mult 
admit, that of late your Ty has been very 
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remain. Vous comptez donc, Monſieur, la 
damn pour rien, ſaid Voltaire. : 


He approves much x more "of Marmontel's Art 
of Poetry, than of, any poems of that author's 
compoſition. Speaking of theſe, he ſaid that. 
Marmontel, like Moſes, could guide others to. 
the Holy Land, PO! he was not allowed to. 
enter it himſelf *, . Rs 

Voltaire 8 unbecoming alluſions to the Sacred 
Writings, and his attempts to turn into ridicule 
ſome of the moſt venerable characters mentioned | 
in them, are notarious. 3 


Acertain perſon, who ſtammered'very much, 
found means to get himſelf introduced at Ferney. 
——He had no other recommendation than 
the praiſes he very liberally beſtowed on himſelf. 
——When he left the room, Voltaire faid, he 
ſuppoſed him to be an avanturier, un. impoſteur. 
Madame Denis ſaid, Impoſtors never ſtammer :. 
To which Voltaire replied—Moiſe, r ne begayoit= 


Abe 


* The fame alluſion, 1 1 . 
did not know it, was long ſince made by Cowley 15 
Bacon, like Moſes, led us forth at laſts. 

The barren wilderneſs he paſt; 155 
Did on the very border Rand | 

Of the bleſt promiſed land, 

- And from the mountain top of his exalted wit 

Saw it Mae and ſhewed us it. 
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' You muſt have heard of the animoſi ity which 


3 long ſubſiſted between Voltaire and Ferm 


the Journaliſt at Paris. The former was walk. Thi: 


yithou 
tical pe 


Ing one day 1 in. his garden with a gentlemn . 

from Geneva. A toad crawled acroſs the road "ay 

before them: The gentleman, to pleaſe Voltaire, Ls 2 
faid, pointing at the toad, — There is a Frerol. _ 


hat can that poor animal have done, to 


you, replied the . to defers erve tick 2 
name? 


e ee the W nation to a hog 
head of their own ſtrong beer; the top ck 


which is froth, the bottom N the middle 
excellent. 


* 


4 fiend! of Voltaire' 8 Having, recontmendel 
to his peruſal, a particular ſyſtem of metaphy- 
fics, ſupported by a train of reaſonings, b 
which the author diſplayed his own ingenuity 
and "addreſs, without convincing the mind of 
the reader, or proving any thing beſides hi 
own. eloquence and ſophiſtry, aſked, ſome 


time _ the critic's l of this per 


1 8 W l Voltaire, are 
Uke Minuet-dancers; who being dreſſed to the 
greateſt advantage, make a couple of bons, 
move through the rbom in the fineſt attitudes 

diſplay: all their Races, are im ieee mote 
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without advancing a ſtep, and finiſh at the iden- 
tical point from which they ſet out. 


This, I hope, will ſatisfy you for th pre- | 
ſent ; in my next, I ſhall ſend you what far- 
ther particu! ars I think worth your notice 
concerning this es. a man. Mean while; 1 
am; Kc. Ws EE OH LIN; 
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* enera, 


S as A maſter, Voltaire : ap- 8 
pears in a very amiable light. He is affable, ber 
humane and generous to his tenants and de. ceec 
pendants. He loves to ſee them proſper; and whi 
takes part in their private and domeſtic con- o 
cerns, with the attention of a patriarch. He cru 
promotes induſtry and manufactures among rea 
them, by every means he can deviſe; 3 by bis ſuc 
care and patronage alone, Ferney, from 2 a 

_ wretched village, whoſe inhabitants were ſunk hu 
in ſloth and poverty, is become a flouriſhing th 

| and commodious little town. 10 


That acrimony, which appears in ſome of 
Voltaire's works, feems to be excited only againſt 
rival wits, and cotemporary writers, who reful: 
him that diſtinguiſhed place on Parnaſſus, t to 
which his talents entitle him. 


If he has been the author of ſevere ſatire, 
he has alſo been the object of a. great deal 
Who has been the aggreſſor, it would be di- 
: ficult to determine; but it muſt be confeſſed, 
that where he has not been irritated as a write 

| he appears a good-humoured man; and in 
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particular inſtances, diſplays a true philanthropy. - 
he whole of his conduct reſpecting the 
Calas family; his protection of the Sirvens, his 


patronage of the young lady deſcended from 


Corneille, and many examples which might be * 
mentioned, are all of this nature. 7 


Some people will tell you, that all the buſtle 


| he made, on theſe, and fimilar occaſions, pro- 


ceeded from vanity ; but in my mind, the man 
who takes pains to juſtify opprefled innocence, 
to rouſe the indignation of mankind againſt 
cruelty, and to relieve indigent merit, is in 
reality benevolent, however vain he may be of 


| ſuch actions. Such a man is unqueſtionably 


a more uſeful member of ſociety, than the 
humbleſt monk, who has no other plan in life, 


| than 1 working out his own falvation in a 


Voltaire $ ariticifins'© on athe writings of Shake- 
ſpeare do him no honour; they, betray an igno- 


| rance of the author, whoſe works he ſo raſhly 


condemns. Shakeſpeare's irregularities, and his 


(diſregard for the unities of the drama, are ob- 


vious to the dulleſt of modern critics; but 


Voltaire's national prejudices, and his imperfect 
knowledge of the language, render him blind 


to ſome of the moſt ſhining beauties of the 
\ Engliſh poet; his remarks, however, though 


not always candid nor delicate, are for the moſt 


part lively. 
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One evening, at Ferney, the , converſatign 
happening to turn on the genius of Shakeſpaxe, 
Voltaire, expatiated on the impropriety and ab. 
ſurdity | of introducing low. characters and,vulgy 
dialqgue into tragedy 3 z and gaye many inſtances 
of the Engliſh bard's having. offended. in that 
particular, even in his moſt pathetic plays, A 
gentleman of the company, who is a great ad. 
Mixer of Shakeſpeare, abſerved, by way of 
palliation, that though thoſe characters were 
low, yet they were natural (dans la nature, was 
his expreſſion). Avec permiſſion, Monſieur, 
treplied Voltaire, mon cul eſt bien dans h 
5 ure, sr g n des culottes, 


Voltaire. had. Geeta. a Nittle. 3 at bis 
own houſe, . where dramatic pieces were repre- 
ſented by ſome of the ſociety who viſited there, 
be himſelf generally taking ſome important 
character; but by all accounts this was not his 
fort, nature having fitted him for conceiving 
_-the iſentiments, but not t repreſenting the aftions 
of. a hero. 


Mr. Cramer of. Geneva ſometimes afliſtel 


2 ppon theſe, occaſions. I. have often ſeen thit 


| i gentleman, act at a private theatre in that eit 
with deſerved-_applauſe. Very few of thoſe 
who, haye, made acting the::ſtudy and buſineh 
. of heir lives, could have repreſented the che 


.raRers, in, which.he appeared, with det 


ment and energy. 
: 
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The celebrated Clairon herſelf has been proud 


to tread ,Voltaire's domeſtic theatre, and to 
diſplay at once his genius and her own. 


Theſe 1 entertainments. at 8 to 
which many of the inhabitants of Geneva were, 
from time. to, time, . invited, in all: probability z in- 
creaſed their deſire for ſuch amuſements, and 
gave the. hint, to.a company « of French comedians, 5 
to come every ner ho fh eur. 


As the Sendice xd, Council did not iudae. it 
proper to licenfe , their acting, this company 


on the French ſide of the ideal line which ſe. 
parates. that kingdom from the territories of the 
Republic, and about three e e the. FAIR 
[parts of Geneva. 1 | | 


| People come: occaſionally from Savoy and 
vitzerland to attend theſe repreſentations; but 
che company on which» the- actors chiefly de- 
pend, are the citizens of Geneva. The play 
begins at three or four in the, afternoon, that 
the ſpectators may have time to- run. before 

the we of the you Tent 


x have bee ep nne Aen. The 


Le Kain, who is now at Ferney, on a viſit to 
g Vokaire, ſometimes exhibits : : but when I 80, 


hure erected 2 theatre at Chatelaine, which, is 


| performers are moderately good. The admired _ 


commit a miſtake; and when he thinks they 
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my chief inducement is to ſee Voltaire, who 


generally attends when Le Kain acts, and whe 
one of his own 1 tragedies i 1s to be repreſented, 


He ſits on the ſtage, and behind the ſcenss 
but ſo as to be ſeen by a great number of th 
audience. He takes as much intereſt in th 
repreſentation, as if his own character depende 
on the performance. He ſeems perfectly ch. 
grined and diſguſted when any of the ator 


"Is perform well, never fails to mark his approbe- 
tion with all the violence of voice and ge 
ture. P70 e 


He enters into the ea diſtre elles of the 
piece with every ſymptom and real emotion, aul 


even ſheds tears with the profuſion of a girl pr. pl: 
8 fent for the firſt time at a _ wh 
ces 

1 have hs fat near his dutins the 
39 whole entertainment, obſerving with aſtoniſh WF 
ment ſuch a degree of ſenſibility in a man d pr 
eighty. This great age, one would natural ne 
believe, might have conſiderably blunted ever ſer 
ſenſation, particularly thoſe occaſioned by ti: Wi ſe 
fictitious diſtreſſes of the drama, to which "4 Wh 
has been habituared from his youth. 2 
th 

The pieces repreſented. Los been wrote 
by himſelf, is another circumſtance which, in 8 


my opinion, ſhould naturally tend to prevent 


ent 
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their effect on him. Some people indeed aſſert 


that this, ſo far from diminiſhing, is the real 


cauſe. of all his ſenſibility ;- and they urge as a 


proof of this aſſertion, that he attends the thea- 
tre only when ſome of his own picres ate to Ve © 
acted. 


That he ſhould be better pleaſed- to ſee his 
own tragedies repreſented than any others, is 


natural; but I do not readily comprehend, how 


he can be more eaſily moved and deceived, by 


| diſtreſſes, which he himſelf invented. Yet 


this degree of deception ſeems neceſſary to make 
a man ſhed tears. While theſe tears are flow- 


ing, he muſt believe the woes he weeps are real: 
he muſt have been ſo far deceived by the cunning 


of the ſcene, as to have forgot that he was in a 
play-houſe. The moment he recolle&s that the 
whole is fiction, his e and tears muſt 


ceaſe. 


I ſhould be however, to ſee Voltaire 
preſent at the repreſentation. of ſome of Cor- 
neille's or Racine's tragedies, that I might ob- 
ſerve whether he would diſcover more or leſs 
ſenſibility than he has done - at his own. We 
ſhould then be able to aſcertain this curious, 
diſputed point, whether his ſympathy regarded 


the piece or the author. 


Happy, if this extraor dinary man had con- 


fined his genius to his native home, to the walks 
Vor. I. 1 
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which the muſes love, and where he has alwars 


been received with diſtinguiſhed honour, and 


that he had never deviated from theſe, into the 
thorny paths of controverſy. For while he 
attacked the tyrants and oppreſſors of manking, 
and thoſe who have perverted the benevolent 
nature of Chriſtianity to the moſt ſelfiſh and 
malignant purpoſes, it is for ever to be regret- 
ted, that he allowed the ſhafts of his ridicule to 
glance upon the Chriſtian religion itſelf. 


By perſevering in this, he has not only ſhock- 
ed the pious, but even diſguſted infidels, who 
accuſe him of borrowing from himſelf, and re- 
peating the ſame argument in various publica- 
tions; and ſeem as tired of the ſtale ſneer 
_ againſt the Chriſtian doctrines, as of the dulleſt 
and moſt tedious ſermons in ſupport of them. 


_ Voltaire's behaviour during ſickneſs has been 
repreſented in very oppoſite lights. I have 
heard much of his great contrition and repen- 
| tance, when he had reaſon to believe his end 
approaching. Theſe ſtories, had they been true, 
would have proved, that his infidelity was af- 
fectation, and that he was a believer and Chrif 
tian in his heart. | es Hg 


I own I could never give any credit to ſuch 


reports; for though I have frequently met with 


vain young men. who have given themſelves 


airs of free-thinking, while in reality they Were 


0 E — 


| Chriſtian religion.- 
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| even ſuperſtitious, yet I never could underſtand. 


what a man like Voltaire, or any man of com- 
mon underſtanding, could propoſe to himſelf by * 
{ach abſurd affectation. To pretend to deſpiſe 


what ve really revere, and to treat as human, 


what we believe to be divine, is certainly of all 
kinds of hypocriſy the moſt unpardonable. 


I was at ſome pains to aſcertain this matter; 


| and I have been aſſured, by thoſe who have 
| lived during many years in familiarity with him, 
that all theſe ſtories are without foundation. 
They declared, that although he was unwilling | 


to quit the enjoyment of life, and uſed the means 
of preſerving health, he ſeemed no way afraid - 
of the conſequences of dying. That he never 


| diſcovered, either in health or ſickneſs, any re- 


morſe for the works imputed to him againſt the 


—That, on the contrary, 
he was blinded to fark a degree, as to expreſs 


uneaſineſs at the thoughts of dying before ſome 
| of them, in which he was at that time engaged, 


were finiſhed. 


* 
Though this * is not to be juſtified 


upon any ſuppoſition, yet there is more conſiſt- 


ency, and, in my opinion, leſs wickedneſs in it, 
if we admit the account which his friends give, 
than there would be in his writing at once againſt 
the eſtabliſhed opinions of mankind, the con- 
"tion of his own conſcience, and the inſpirati- 


K 2 
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ons of the Deity, merely to acquire the applauſe 
: of, a few miſtaken individuals. 


l However.erroncous he may have been, I-can- 


not ſuſpect him of ſuch abſurdity. On the con. 


trary, I imagine, that as ſoon as he is convinced 
of the truths of Chriſtianity, he will openly avor 


| his opinion, in health as in ſickneſs, uniformly 
to his laſt moment. 5 
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LETTER XXXL 


Geneva. 


* obedience to your equals, I thatl give — 


my opinion freely with regard to Lord 8 
ſcheme of ſending his two ſons to be educated 
| at Geneva. 15 


The oldeſt, if 1 remember 05 is not more 
than nine years of age; and they have advanced 
no farther in their education than being able to 
| read Engliſh tolerably well. His Lordſhip's 
idea is, that when [they ſhall have acquired a 
perfect knowledge of the French language, they 
may be taught Latin through the medium ef 
| that language, and purſue any weber er that 
| wy be thought Proper, ” 


lh have attendef to his Lordfhip's objections, | 
W 80 the public ſchools in England, and after 
due conſideration, and weighing every circum- 
| ſtance, I remain of opinion, that no country 
but Great Britain is proper for the education of 
I a Britiſh ſubject, who propoſes to paſs his life 
in his own country. The moſt important point, 
in my mind, to be ſecured in the education of 
a young man of rank of our country, is to make. 
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him an Engliſhman and this can be done 10 


where ſo effectually as in 3 * 
He will, there acquire thoſe ſentiments, that - 
particular taſte and turn of mind, which wil EEE 
make him prefer the government, and reliſh the 'Y 
manners, the diverſions, and general way of 400 
N Uri: Which prevail i in e the 
He: will thera acquire that tr which I 
diſtinguiſhes Engliſhmen from the natives of al Th 
the other countries of Europe, and which once Ne 
attained, however it may be afterwards embel- 8 
5 Iifhed or r deformed, can never be entirely el. po 
| II. it els be proved. that this dec] is not of 
i the moſt amiable, it does not follow that it is _ 
not the moſt expedient. It is ſufficient, that it t 
3s upon the whole moſt approved of in England. _ 
| For I hold it as indiſputable, that the good opi- 1 
nion of a man's countrymen is of more importance 


to him than that of all the reſt of mankind: in- 
deed without the firſt, he very rarely can enyoy 


the other. . ; X 
Tt is thought, that, by an early forcign ed 

cation, all ridiculous Engliſh prejudices will be 

' avoided. This may be true ;—but other pre- 


judices, perhaps as ridiculous, and much more 
_ detrimental will be formed. The firſt canndt 
be attended with many inconveniences ; the 
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| ſecond may render the young people unhappy 


in their own country when they return, and 


diſagreeable to their countrymen all che reſt of 


their lives. : 


It is true; that the en manners are 
adopted in almoſt every country of Europe: 
they prevail all over Germany and the northern 
courts. They are gaining ground, though with 
a flower pace, in Spain, and in the Italian ſtates. 


This is not the caſe in England. The Engliſh 


manners are univerſal in the provinces, prevail 


in the capital, and are to be found uncontanu- | 
nated even at court. | 


"i all the countries above mentioned, the body 


| of the people behold this preference to - forei ign 


manners with diſguſt. But in all thoſe countries, 


the ſentiments of the people are diſregarded ; EL 


whereas,. in England, popularity is of real im- 
portance 3 and the higher a man's rank is, the 
more he will feel the loſs of it. 


Beſides, a x prejudice 0 French manners 
is not confined to the lower ranks in England. 
it is diffuſed over the whole nation. Even thoſe 
who have none of the uſual prejudices ; who do 
all manner of juſtice to the talents and 1 ingenuity 


of their neighbours ; ; who approve of French 


manners in French people; yet cannot ſuffer 


them when grafted on their countrymen. Should 
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an Engliſh gentleman think this kind of graft. 
ing at all admiſſible, it will be in ſome of the 

loweſt claſſes with whom he is connected, as his 
tailor, barber, valet-de-chambre, or 2 but 
never in his friend. 


I aan ſcarcely remember an inſtance of an 
Engliſhman of faſhion, who has evinced in his 
dreſs or ſtyle of living a preference to French 
manners, who did not loſe by it in the opinion 
of his countrymen. 


What! have ſaid of French manners is ap- 
plicable to foreign manners in general, which 


are all in ſome degree French, and the par- on 
ticular Alkrences « are not  Gſtinguiſhed by the ea 
Engliſh. : 5 hi 
The ſentiments of the citizens of Geneva are di 


more analogous in many reſpe&s to the turn of 
thinking in England, than to the general opi- 
nions in France. Yet a Genevois in London 
will univerſally paſs for a Frenchman. 


An Engliſh boy, ſent to Geneva at an early 
period of life, and remaining there fix or ſeven 
years, if his parents be not along with him, wil 
probably, in the eyes of the Engliſh, appear a 
kind of Frenchman all his life after. This is an 
inconvenience which ought to be avoided with 
the greateſt attention. 


.. . $95 . A. - Ws — os 


b. 
ch 


I 
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With regard to the objections againſt public 
ſchools, they are FO _— N e bay 


| never not: to me ſufficient to overtitince 


the advantages which attend that method of 


education; Particularly as it is Leddes in 
. public ſchools. | 


I have perceived a certain hardihood and man- 
lineſs of character in boys who have had a pub- 
lic education, ſuperior to what 1 in thoſe 5 


of the ſame age educ ated privately. . 


At a public ſchool, though a general attenti- 


on is paid to the whole, in many particulars 
each boy is neceſſitated to decide and act for 
himſelf. His reputation among his companions 


depends ſolely on his on conduct. This gra- 


dually ſtrengthens the mind, inſpires firmneſs 


| and deciſion, and prevents that wavering imbe- 


cility obſervable in thoſe who have been long ac- 


cuſtomed to rely upon the alhſtance and opinion 
of others, fn 


The original impreſſions which ſink into the 
heart and mind, and form the character, never 
change. The objects of our attention vary in 
the different periods of life. This is ſometimes 


= miſtaken for a change of character, which in 
reality remains eſſentially the ſame. He who is 
I reſerved, deceitful, cruel, or avaticious, when 
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a boy, will not, in any future period of life, be. 
come open, faithful, compaſſionate, or generous, 


The young mind has, at a public ſchool, the 
beſt chance of receiving thoſe ſentiments which 


incline the heart to friend ſhip, and correct ſel. 


fiſhneſs. They are drawn in by obſervation, 
which is OTE my e chan Precept. 


A boy perceives, that courage, generoſ ity, 


gratitude, command the eſteem and applauſe of 


all his companions. He cheriſhes theſe quali- 


ties in his own breaſt, and endeavours to con- 
nect himſelf in friendſhip with thoſe who pol- 
ſeſs them. He ſees that meanneſs of ſpirit, in- 
gratitude, : and perfidy, are the objects of de- 
teſtation. He ſhuns the boys who diſplay any 


indications of theſe odious qualities. What is 


the object of contempt or applauſe to his 
ſchook-fellows, he will endeavour to graft into, 
or eradicate from, his own character, with 
ten thouſand times more eagerneſs than that 
which was en and cenſured 1 his tutor 


or parents. 


The admonitions of theſe laſt have probably 
loſt their effect by frequent repetition ; or he 
may imagine their maxims are only applicable 
to a former age, and to manners which are ob- 
ſolete. But he fecls the ſentiments of his com- 
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panions affect his reputation and fame f in the 
moſt ſenſible. manner. 


In all the countries "of Brag: England ex- 
cepted, ſuch a deference is paid to boys of 
rank at the public ſchools, that emulation, the 
chief ſpur to diligence, is greatly blunted. The 
boys in the midale rank. of life are depreſſed by 
the inſolence of their titled. companions, which 
they are not allowed to correct or retaliate. 
This has the. worſt effect on the minds of both,. 
by rendering theſe more inſolent, d thoſe 1 
more abject... 


The publie ſchools in England diſdain this 
mean partialityz. and are, on that account, 
peculiarly uſeful to boys of high rank and great 
fortune. Theſe young people are exceedingly 
apt to- imbibe falſe ideas of their own impor- 
tance, which in thofe impartial ſeminaries will 
be perfectly aſcertained, and the real merit of 
the youths weighed in juſter ſcales than are ge- 
nerally to be found in a-parent's houſe... | 


The young peer will be taught by the maſ- 
ters, and ſtill more effectually by his comrades, 
this moſt. uſeful. of all leflons, to expect diſtine- 
tion and eſteem from perſonal qualities only ; 
| becauſe no other can make him eſtimable, or 
even ſave him from contempt. He will ſee a 
Adunce of high rank flogged with as little cere- 
mony as the ſon of a tailor; and the richeſt 
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coward kicked about by his companions equally 
with the pooreſt poltroon. He will find tha 
diligence, genius, and ſpirit, are the true ſources 
of ſuperiority and applauſe, both vithin and 
WIG the ſchool. 


lowed full play, as in the chief ſchools in Eng- 


land, operates in various ways, and always with 


a good effect. If a boy finds that he falls be- 
neath his companions in literary merit, he will 


endeavour to excel them in intrepidity, or ſome 


other accompliſhment. If he be brought to 
- diſgrace for neglecting his exerciſe, he will try 
to ſave himſelf from contempt by the firmneſs 
with which he bears his ad 


The liſtleſsneſs and 3 to bs 3 A 
frequently among our young people of rank, 
are not to be imputed to their education at a 
public {chool, which in reality has the greateſt 
tendency to counteract theſe habits, and often 


does ſo, and gives an energy to the mind which 


remains through life. 15 


Thoſe wretched cates creep on Sk 
when the youths become their own maſters, and 


have enfeebled their minds by indulging in all 


the pleaſures avhich fortune puts in their power, 
and luxury preſents, 


Upon the whole, I am * of apigien 
that the earlieſt period of every Engliſhman 


The Abe principle of emulation, when *. 


« —_— FF”. —-” 
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| education, during which the mind receives the 


mot laſting impreſſions, __ to be in Eng- 


land. 


I, however, the opinion of relations, or any 


peculiarity i in ſituation, prevents his being edu- 


cated at home, Geneva. ſhould be preferred to 
any other place. Or if, by ſome neglect, either 
of his own or his parents, a young Engliſh gen- 
tleman of fortune has allowed the firſt years of 
youth to fly unimproved, and has attained the 


age of ſeventeen or eighteen with little literary 
knowledge, I know no place where he may 
have a better chance of recovering what he has 
| Joſt than in this city. He may have a choice 


of men of eminence, in every branch of lite- 


rature, to affiſt him in his ſtudies, a great 
proportion of whom are men of genius, and 


25 amiable in their manners as they are eminent 
in n their particular profeſſions. 


He will have conſtant opportunities of being 


in company with very ingenious people, whoſe 
thoughts and converſation turn upon literary 
ſubjects. In ſuch ſociety, a young man will feel 
the neceſſity of ſome degree of ſtudy. This 


will gradually form a taſte for knowledge, which 
may remain through life. : 


It may alſo be numbered among the advan- 
tages of this place, that there are few objects 
of diſſipation, and hardly any ſources of amuſe- 
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ment, beſides thoſe derived from the natural 
beauties of the country, and from an intimacy 


with a people by whoſe converſation a young 
man can ſcarce tall to improve. 


P. 8. . Engliſh: nobleman: and his lady 
antes taken. the reſolution of educiting they 
ſon at. Geneva, attended him hither, . and have 
effectually prevented the inconveniencies above 
mentioned, by W with him for ſeven or 
* * 1 


The boſpaality,. charac.” and FORE | 
diſpoſition .of his family, had acquired them the 
higheſt degree of popularity. I ſaw them leave 
the place. Their carriage could with difficulty 
move through. the multitude, who were afſem- 
bled in the ſtreets. Numbers of the poorer ſort, 
who had been relieved by their ſecret charity, 

unable longer to obey. the injunctions of their 
| benefactors, proclaimed their gratitude aloud. 


* The young gentleman. was - obliged to come 
out again and again to his old friends and com- 
panions, who preſſed around the coach to bid 
them farewell, and expreſs their ſorrow for his 
departure, and their wiſhes for his proſperity. 
The eyes of the parents overflowed with tears 

of happineſs; and the whole family carried 
along with them the affections of the greater 
part, and the eſteem of all the citizens. 
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L CT Ex ww. 


Geneva. 


CUICIDE is very frequent at Geneva. I am 
told this has been the caſe ever fince the oldeſt 
people in the republic can remember; that 
there is reaſon to believe, that it happens 
oftener here, in proportion to the number oe 
* inhabitants, than in England, or in any other 
5 country in Europe. 
e 
J 


The multiplicity of inſtances which have oc- 
curred ſince -I have been here 1s aſtoniſhing. 


7 Two that have happened very lately are remark- 
; able for the peculiar circumſtances which ac- 
: | companied them. 


The firſt was occaſioned by a ſudden and 
unaccountable fit of deſpair, which ſeized the 
| fon of one of the wealthieſt and moſt reſpect- 

able citizens of the republic. This young 
gentleman had, in appearance, every reaſon to 

be ſatisfied with his lot. He was handſome, 

and in the vigour of youth, married to a wo- 

man of an excellent character, who had 
brought him a great fortune, and by whom he 

was the father of a fine child. In the midſt of 
all theſe bleſſings, ſurrounded by every thing 
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which could inſpire a man with an attachment 
to life, he felt it inſupportable, and without any 
obvious cauſe of chagrin, determined to-deſtroy 


| himſelf. 


Having paſſed 3 hours with his ak; 
moſt valuable woman, and with his wife and 
child, he left them in apparent good-humour. 
went into another room, applied the muzzle of 
a: muſket to his forehead, thruſt back the trig. 
ger with his toe, and blew out his brains, in the 

bearing of the enen en he had 

Juſt quitted. 


The ſecond inſtance, 3 is that of; a blackſinith 
who taking the ſame fatal reſolution, and not hav- 
ing any convenient inſtrument at hand, charged B 
an old gun-barrel with a brace of bullets, and the 
putting one end into the fire of his forge, tied a 
ſtring to the handle of the bellows, by pulling 
of which he could make them play while he was ſky. 
at a convenient diſtance. Kneeling down, he 
then placed his head near the mouth of the bar- add 
rel, and moving the bellows by means of the for 
ſtring, they blew up the fire, he keeping his Wil 
head with aſtoniſhing firmneſs, and horrible de- | 
liberation, in that poſition, till the farther end a 
of the barrel was ſo heated, as to kindle the 
powder, whoſe exploſion inſtantly drove the 
bullets through his brains. 


| Though I know that this happened literally | 
as I have related, yet there is ſomething ſo 
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extraordinary, and almoſt incredible, in the cir- 
cumſtances, that perhaps I ſhould not have 
mentioned it, had it not been well atteſted, and 
known to the inhabitants of Geneva, and all the 
* who. are at 7 dene. „ 


Why ſuicide is more re frequent in Great Britain 
and Geneva than elſewhere, would be a matter 
of curious inveſtigation. For it appears very 
extraordinary, that men ſhould be moſt inclined 

to kill themſelves in countries where the bleſ- 
ings of life are beſt ſecured. There muſt be 
ſome ſtrong and —— cauſe for an effect ſo 
prepolterous. 


Before coming here, I was of opinion that 
the frequency of ſuicide in England was oc- 
caſioned in a great meaſure by the ſtormy and 
unequal climate, which, while it clouds the 
ky, throws alſo a gloom over the minds of the 
| natives. To this cauſe, foreigners generally 


| add, that of the uſe of coal, inſtead of wood, 
for fuel. FE 


Fa ſatisfied with ſome vague theory, built 
on theſe taken together: But neither can ac- 
count for the ſame effect at Geneva, where coal 
is not uſed, and where the climate is the ſame 
with that in Switzerland, Savoy, and the neigh- 
bouring parts of France, where inftances of 
ſuicide are certainly much more rare. 
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Without preſuming to decide what are the 
remote cauſes of this fatal propenſity, it appears 
evident to me, that no reaſoning can have the 
{ſmalleſt force in preventing it, but what i; 


founded upon the ſoul's immortality and a fi- 


ture ſtate. What effect can the common ar. 
guments have on a man who does not believe 

that neceſſary and important doctrine? He may 
be told, that he did not give himſelf life, there. 
fore he has no right to take it away ;—that he 


is a centinel on a PP and ought to remain til } 


he is relieved ;———what is all this to the man 
who thinks he is never to be queſtioned for his 
| violence and n. N 


If you ep to pique this man's pride, by 
aſſerting, that it is a greater proof of courage to 
bear the ills of life, than to. flee from them, he 


Zh will anſwer you from the Roman. hiſtory, and 


aſk, whether 2 Caſſius, and Marcus Brutus 
were COWards.s 2 


The great tk of the 5 ſeems to 
have been convinced, that no law or argu- 
ment. againſt ſuicide could have any influence 
on the minds. of people who. were ignorant of 
the ſoul's immortality z and therefore as he did 
not think it neceſſary to inſtruct them in the 
one (for reaſons which the Biſhop. of Gloucel- 
ter has unfolded in his treatiſe on the Divine 


Legiſlation. of Moſes),, he alſo. thought it 
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ſuperfluous to give them any expreſs law againſt | 
the other. , 


Thoſe philoſ ophers, therefore, who have en- 


conviction from the minds of men, have there- 
by opened a door to ſuicide as well as to other 
crimes. For, whoever reaſons againſt that, 
without founding upon the doctrine of a future 

ſtate, will ſoon ſee all his arguments overturned. 


Tt muſt be acknowtedged, indeed, that in 
many caſes this queſtion is decided by men's 
feelings, independent of reaſonings of any kind. 


Nature has not truſted a matter of ſo great 
b WW importance entirely to the fallible reaſon of man; 
to but has planted in the human breaſt ſuch a love 
he of life, and horror of death, as ſeldom can be 
nd overcome even by the greateſt misfortunes. 


But there is a difeaſe which ſometimes affects 
the body, and afterwards communicates its bane- 
ful influence to the mind, over which it hangs 
ſuch a cloud of horrors as renders life abſolutely 


0 inſupportable. In this dreadful ſtate, every 
f pleaſing idea is baniſhed, and all the ſources of 
| comfort in life are poiſoned Neither for- 


tune, honours, friends nor family, can afford 
the ſmalleſt ſatisfaction. Hope, the laſt pillar. 
of the wretched, falls to the ground — Deſpair | 
lays hold of the abandoned ſufferer — Then 


deavoured to ſhake this great and important 
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all reaſoning becomes vain— Even argumente 
of religion have no weight, and the poor eres. 
ture embraces death as his only friend, Which, 
as he thinks, may terminate, but cannot aug 
| ment, his miſery. | 


Y 1e, &c. 


P. S. ou need not write till you hear 60 
me again, as I think it is probable that we ſha! 

have left this place before FOOT. letter could 
arrive. „ 


all 
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Lauſanne. 


Tun D— of H—— having a. deſire to viſit 
ſme of the German courts, we bade adieu to 
our friends at Geneva, and are thus far on our. 
intended journey. It is of peculiar advantage 


in Germany, above all other countries, to be 


in company with a man of rank and high title, 
becauſe it facilitates your reception every where, 
and ſupercedes the neceffity of recommendatory 
letters. . | 


have met WS 8 my 1 and B— n, EY 


company and converſation have. retarded our 


journey, by ſupplying the chief objects of tra- 
velling, if amuſement and inſtruction are to be 


ranked among them. He is here with the, 


Ms of L * a lively, ſpirited young 
man; one of thoſe eaſy, careleſs characters, ſo 
much beloved by their intimates, and ſo regard- 
leſs of the opinion of the reſt of mankind. : 


Since you hold me to my promiſe of writing 
lo very regularly, you muſt ſometimes expect to 
receive a letter dated from three or four dif- 
terent places, when either my ſhort ſtay in, one 
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place deprives me of the leiſure, or meeting with 
nothing uncommon in another deprives me of 
7 materials for ſo long a letter as you — 


The row from Genera to this town is along 
1 ſide of the lake, through a delightful coun- 
try, abounding in vineyards which produce the 
vin de la c6te, ſo much eſteemed. All the little 
towns on the way, Nyon, Rolle, and Morges 
are finely ſituated, neatly built, and inhabited 
by a thriving and contented people. 


; PET is the capital of this tering coun- 
try, which formerly belonged to the Duke of 
Savoy, but is now under the dominion of the 
canton of Bern. 


However mortifying this may be to the for. 
mer poſſeſſor, it has certainly been a happy dif- 
penſation to the inhabitants of the Pays de 
Vaud, who are in every reſpect more at their 
ce eaſe, and in a better ſituation, than any of the 
kubjetts of his Sardinian * 


This city 1s ituated near the lake, and at the 
_ diſtance of about thirty miles from Geneva. As 
the nobility, from the country, and from ſome 
parts of Switzerland, and the families of ſe- 
veral officers, who have retired from ſervice, 


reſide here, there is an air of more eaſe and 


gaiety (Perhaps alſo more politeneſs) in the 


ſocieti 
at leal 
the n. 
ſelves 
neva, 
deal 
rance 
{crup! 
chanu 
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ſocieties at Lauſanne, than in thoſe of Geneva; 
it leaſt this is firmly believed and aſſerted by all 
the nobles of this place, who conſider them 
ſelyes as greatly ſuperior to the citizens of Ge- 
ns nera. Theſe, on the'other hand, talk a good 
m. (eal of the poverty, frivolouſneſs, and igno- 
he Wrance of thoſe ſame nobility, and make no 
tle Wi cruple of ranking their own enlightened me- 
es, chanics above them in every eſſential quality. 


Very: 


The road between Lauſanne and 7 is 
very mountainous; but the mountains are cul- 
tirated to the ſummits, and covered with vines. 
his would have been impracticable on ac- 
count of the ſteepneſs, had not the proprietors 
built ſtrong ſtone-walls at proper intervals, one 
above the other, which ſupport the ſoil, and 
form little terraſſes from the bottom to the top 
of the mountains. 


The . aſcend by narrow ſtairs, and. 
before they arrive at the ground they are to 
cultivate, have frequently to mount higher than 
a maſon who is employed i in wn the top 
of a ſteeple. 


The mountainous nature of this country 
ſubjects it to frequent torrents, which, when 
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violent, ſweep away vines, ſoil, and walls in 


one common deſtruction. The inhabitants he. 
hold the havock with a ſteady concern, and, y 
without giving way to the clamorous rage dl fs 
the French, or ſinking into the gloomy deſpair 4 ; 
of the Engliſh, think only of the moſt effectul 85 
means of repairing the loſs. As ſoon as the -# 
0 


ftorm has abated,. they begin, with admirable 
patience and perſeverance, to rebuild the wa, 1 
to carry freſh earth on hurdles to the top of mot 
the mountain, and to ſpread a new foil where viey 
ever the old has been waſhed away. 15 | of t 


py "Whare property is perfectly ſecure, and men 

allowed to enjoy the fruits of their own labour, 1 
they are capable of efforts unknown in thoſt to. 
countries where deſpotiſm renders every thing Fro, 
precarious, and where a tyrant reaps what ſlaves 
have ſown. 


| This part of the Pays de Vaud is inhabited 
by the deſcendants of thoſe unhappy people we 
were driven by the moſt abſurd and cruel perſe 
cution from the vallies.of Piedmont and Savoy 


I will not aſſert, that the iniquity of the per- 
ſecutors has been viſited upon their children; 

but the ſufferings and ſtedfaſtneſs of the per- 
ſecuted ſeems to be recompenſed by the happy 
ſidtuation in which their children of the third 
and-fourth generations are now placed. 
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in Vevay is a pretty little town, containing 
be- hetween three and four thouſand inhabitants. 
W 7; ;; ſweetly ſituated. on a plain, near the head 


ol the lake of Geneva, where the Rhone enters. 
PU i The mountains behind the town, though ex- 


ind ceedingly high, are entirely cultivated, like 
2 thoſe on the road from Lauſanne. 
able 


all, nn There is a a large village about half way up the 
por mountain, in a direct line above Vevay, which, 
ere. viewed from below, ſeems adhering to the fide 
of the precipice, and wear a very angular : and 
romantic. . 


The pr: 'ncipal church is Jenached: from the 
town, and ſituated on a hill which overlooks it. 
From the terrace, or church-yard, there is a 
| view of the Alps, the Rhone, the inn with 
towns and villages on its margin. ithin 
this church the body of General . is de- 
Poſited. That ſteady republican withdrew from 
Lauſanne to this place, after the aſſaſſination of 
his friend Liſle, who was ſhot through the heart, 
as he was going to church, by a ruffian, who 
had come acroſs the lake for that purpoſe, and 
| who, amidſt the confuſion occaſioned by the 
murder, got ſafe to the boat, and eſcaped to 


ren; 
bs the Duke of Savoy's territories on the other 
dle, where he was openly protected. This was 
hird a pitiful way of avenging the death of a mo- 


narch, who, whether juſtly or not, had been 
Publicly condemned and executed, 
Vol.. I. . 3 
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There is a long Latin epitaph on Ludlow 
monument, enumerating many circumſtances of 
his life, but omitting the moſt remarkable of 
them all. He is called, Patriz libertatis defen. 
| for, et poteſtatis arbitrariæ propu gnator acer- 

rimus, &c. But no nearer hint is given of his 
having been one of King Charles the Firf' 
judges, and of his having ſigned the ſentence 
: againſt that ill-fated Prince. 


However fond the Swiss | in general may be of 
Iiberty, and however partial to its aſſertors, it 
is preſumable that thoſe who protected Ludlow, 
did not approve of this part of his ftory, and 
on that account a particular mention of it was 
not 1 on his tomb. 


Tu ere is no 1 by poſt through Sit 
zerland; we therefore hired horſes at Genen, 
to carry us to Bafil; from whence we can pro- 
ceed by poſt to Straſbourg, which is the route 
. we deſign to take. We leave Lauſanne the day 


after to-morrow. 


Vn, 


ute 
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LETTER XXXIV. | 


Bern. 


0 N my return 990 very to Lauſanne, I 
found our friend Mr. H., at the inn, with 
the D— of H His Grace inclines to re- 
main ſome time 1 at that city; but deſired 
that I might proceed with the carriages and all 
the ſervants, except his valet-de-chambre and 


| one footman, to Straſbourg, which I readily 


agreed to, on his promiſing to join me there 
within a few days. H—y, at the ſame time, 
made the very agreeable propoſal of accom- 

panying me to Straſbourg, where he will remain 


till our departure from thence, . his | 
chaiſe for the D. 


We began our journey the following day, and 
were eſcorted as far as Payerne by Meſſrs. 
B——n and O——n, where we paſſed a gay 
evening, and proceeded next morning to the 
town of Avanche, the capital of OW itzerland i in 


| Tacitus's time.“ 


L 2 


* "Ra, this town the Helvetians were and 


| by Czcina, one of Vitellius's Lieutenants.— Multa 
bhominum millia cæſa, multa ſub corona venumda- 


ta. Cumque direptis omnibus, Aventicum gentis | 
caput juſto agmine peteretur. 


Taciti Hiſtoria, lib. i i. . Cap. 2 
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No country in the world can be more agree 
able to travellers during the ſummer than Swit. 
_ zerland: For, beſides the commodious roads and 
comfortable inns, ſome of the moſt beautify! 
objects of nature, woods, mountains, lakes, in. 
termingled with fertile fields, vineyards, and 
ſeenes of the moſt perfect cultivation, are here 
| preſented to the eye in greater variety, and on 
a larger ſeale, than! in any other * 


From 3 we 1 to Murten, ot or 
Murat, as it is pronounced by the French, 2 
| neat little town, ſituated upon a riſing ground, 
on the ſide of the lake of the ſame name. 


The” n of Charles Dike bf Barguidy 


beſieging this town, was defeated, with great wy 
ſlaughter, by the Swiſs, in the year 1476. ab 
Near the road, within a mile of Murat, there 
is a little building full of human bones, which 1 
are ſaid to be thoſe of the Burgundians ſlain in 
rhat battle. As this curious cabinet was erectel F 
many years after the battle : it may be ſuppoſed, ” 
that ſome of the bones of the victors are here 
packed up along with thoſe of the vanquiſhed, = 
in order to ſwell the collection. =” 
There are ſeveral inſcriptions on the chapel : 
| 


e e DEO OPTIM. MAX. | 
CAROLINCLATI ET FORTISSIMI. BURGUNDLE 
DUCIS EXERCITUS MURATUM OBSIDENS AB 
HELVETIS CASUS HOC SUI MONVMENTTY 
Wn a 1476. 
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On another ſide is the following: 


SACELLUM 
vo RELIQUIAS 
' EXERCITUS BURGUNDICI 
AB HELVETIIS, A. 1476, 
PIA ANTIQUT DAS CONDIDIT. 
Eo ' 7 | oa 
- VIISQUE PUBLICIS MUNIRI 
TJUSSERUNT = 
'RERUM NUNC DOMINAZ 
_---REIPUBLICA- - 
 BERNENSIS ET FRIBURGENSIS 
Ys ANNO 1755. 


The borders of the lake of Murat are enriched 
with gentlemen's houſes, and villages in great 
6 abundance. 


The dreſs, manners, and perſons of the in- 

| Habitants of this country indicate a different 

people from the Genevois, Savoyards, or the 
inhabitants of the Pays de Vaud. 


We dined at Aar 1 remained ſeveral 
hours in the town. There was a fair, anda 
great concourſe of people. The Swiſs peaſants 
| are the talleſt and moſt robuſt - I have ever 
| ſeen. Their dreſs is very particular. They 

have little round hats, like thoſe worn by the 

Dutch ſkippers. Their coats and waiſtcoats 
are all of a kind of courſe black cloth. Their 


=} 
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| breeches are de of coarſe linen, ſomething 
like ſailors trowſers; but drawn together in 

plaits below the knees, and the ſtockings are af 
| the fame ſtuff with the dreeches. 125 


Th The women bas heck jackets, with a great 
ſuperfluity of buttons. The unmarried women 
value themſelves on the length of their harr, 
which they ſeparate into two diviſions, and 
allow to hang at its full length, braided with 
ribbands in the Ramilie faſhion. After mar. 
riage, theſe treſſes are no longer permitted to 
hang down; but, being twiſted round the head 
in {piral lines, are fixed at the crown with large 
filver pins. This is the only difference | in point 

| * grels hich matrimony makes. 


Married ind unmarried. wear ſtraw hats, or- 
nämented with black ribbands. So far the 
women's dreſs is becoming enough; but they 
have an aukward manner of fixing their petti- 
coats ſo high, as to leave hardly any waiſt. This 
_ encroachment of the petticoats upon the waiſt, 

with the amazing number they wear, gives a 
ſize and importance to the lower and hind part 

of the body to which it is by no means entitled, 
and mightily deforms the appearance of the 
whole ne „ 


The elegant 3 of the 1 de Medici, 
or of the Di—ſis ol e would be 
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impaired, or annihilated, under ſuch a prepoſ- 
terous load of dreſs. — As we arrived only 
this afternoon, I can ſay nothing of Bern. 
You ſhalt hear more in my next. Mean- 
while, I n, kee. 


7 piazzas on eaeh fide, with a walk raiſed four 
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LETTER Ba 


Bern; 


B ERN is a regular wel built town, with 
ſome air of magnificence. The houſes are of 
a fine, white, free-ſtone, and pretty uniform, 
particularly in the principal ſtreet, where they | 
are all exactly of the ſame height. There are 


feet above the level of the ſtreet, very commo- 
Gous i in wet weather. 


A ali branch of the Aar has been turned 
into this ſtreet, and being confined to a narrow 
channel in the middle, which has a conſiderable 
ſlope, it runs with great rapidity; and, without 
deing a difagreeable object of itſelf, is of great 
ſervice in keeping the ſtreet clean. 5 


5 8 circumſtance contributes to render 
this one of the moſt cleanly towns in Europe: 
Criminals are employed in removing rubbiſh 
from the ſtreets and public walks. The 
more atrocious delinquents are chained to wag- 
gons, while thoſe who are condemned for 
ſmaller crimes, are employed in ſweeping the 
light rubbiſh into the rivulet, and throwing 
the heavier into the carts or Waggons, which 
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their more criminal companions are obliged to 
puſh or draw along. 


Theſe weetchey have” eilirs of iron fixed 
around their necks, with a projecting handle 
in the form of a hook to each, by which, on 
the ſlighteſt offence or mutiny, they may be 
ſeized, and are entirely at the command of the 
guard, whoſe duty it is to ſee them perform 
their work. People of both ſexes are con- 
demned to this labour for months, years, or for 5 
lite, according to the nature of their crimes. 


It i is alleged, that over and above the deter- 
-W rig from crimes, which is effected by this, in 
common with the other methods of puniſhing, 
there is the additional advantage, of obliging 
the criminal to repair by his labour the 1 jury | 
which he has done to the community. 


I ſuſpect, however, that this r is 
overbalanced by the bad eſſects of habituating 
people to behold the miſery of their fellow- 
creatures, which I imagine gradually hardens 
the hearts of the ſpectators, and renders them 
leſs ſuſceptible of the emotions of compaſſion 
and pity ; feelings, which perhaps, of all others, 
have the beſt influence upon, and are the moſt 
becoming, human nature. Juvenal ſays, 


J ͤ ͤ ins corda 
Humano generi i dare ſe natura fatetur, +. 
Ox lachrymas dedit: hzc noſtri pars optima ſenſds. 


Ls 


fluch as balls, concerts, and theatrical entertain- 
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<4 Wherever public executions and puniſhments 
are frequent, the common people have been 
obſerved to acquire a greater degree of inſenſi. 
| bility, and eruelty of diſpoſition, than in places 
where ſuch ſcenes ſeldom occur. I remember, 
while I was at Geneva, where executions are 
very rare, 2 young man was condemned to 
be hanged for murder, and there was. a ge- 
neral gloom and unealineſs evident in every 
fociety for feverat days before and alter the 
execution. | 


The public buildings at Bern, as the hoſhi 
tal, the granary, the guard-houſe, the arſena, 
and the churches, are magnificent. There is 2 
very elegant building juſt completed, with ac- 
_ commodations for many public amuſements, 


ments. There are alſo apartments for private 

ſocieties and aſſemblies. It was built by a vo- 
luntary ſubfcxiption among the nobility; and 
no focieties, but of the patrician order, are 
1 ner Ipage . 


Theatrical ee eee are ſeldom per- 
mitted at Bern; none have as yet been We 
formed at this new theatre. 


The walk by the S church was (ia 
the only public walk, and much admired on 
account of the view "rom is and the peculiarity b 


* 
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of its fituatiog, being on a level with the ſtreets 
on one ſides. and. {ome hundred feet. of perpen- 
dicular height above them on the other. But 
there is now another public walk, at ſome diſ- 
tance without the town, which has been lately 
made upon a high bank by the fide of the Aar, 
and is the moſt magnificent I ever ſaw: belonging 
to this or any other town. From it there is a. 
commanding. view. of the river, the town af. 
Bern, the country ent, Ws, and. the. Glaciers = 
Ba Switzerland. 


« © Fe vifted the en where, beſides PTY 
books, there. are a few antiques, and ſome. 
"5 other curioſities. The ſmall: figure of the 
mieſt pouring wine between the horns of a 
dun, is valuable only becauſe it illuſtrates 3 
paſſage in Virgil, and has been -Dentioned. by 
"i Addiſon. 535 : 


e 

% 

d 1 addition was U made to this library 

e by a collection of Engliſh. books, ma gnificently 
bound, which were ſent as a preſent by an 
g Engliſh gentleman z who, though he has 
thought proper to conceal his name, has ſuffi- 

_ ciently diſcovered his political principles by the 

nature of the collection, amongſt which, I diſ- N 

| tinguiſhed Milton's works, particularly his proſe 

F Pritings; Algernon Sidney on Government, 


Locke, Ludlow's Memoirs, Gordon's. tranſla- 


tion of Tacitus, Addiſon's - works, particularly, 
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The Freeholder ; ; Marvels works, Steel's, &c. 
They were the largeſt and fineſt editions, and 


might be about the value of 200l. This gentle- 


man made a prefent of the ſame nature to che 
public library at Geneva. 


. happened to open the Glaſ, gow edition of 


Homer," which I ſaw here, on a blank page 
of which was an addreſs in Latin to the Cor- 
ſican General, Paoli, figned James Boſwell. 
This very elegant book had been fent, I ſup- 

Poſe, as a preſent from Mr. Boſwell to his friend 
the General; and, when that unfortunate chief 
was obliged to abandon his 'country, has, with 
other of his effects, fallen into the hands of 
the Swiſs officer in the French ſervice, who 
made a preſent of the Homer to this Tibrary: * 


4 


The arſenal 1 could not Dave ee ſock 


5 ing had I been ſo inclined, as the Bernois va- 
lue themſelves on the trophies contained in it, 
5 and” upon the quantity, good condition, and 
arrangement of the arms. 


* 


Nothing intereſted me 10 rn as the fi- 


5 gures of the brave Switzers, who firſt took 


arms againſt tyranny, and that of William 
Tell, who is repreſented aiming at the apple 
on his ſon's head. I contemplated this with an 
emotion which was created by the circumſtances 


of the ſtory, not by the workmanſhip ; for, at 


le 
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that moment, I ſhould have beheld with neg-- 
iY ect the moſt exquiſite ſtatue that ever was 
formed of Auguſtus Err. ? 


. Surely no. characters live ſo juſt a claim to 
the admiration and gratitude. of poſterity as 
thoſe who have freed their countrymen from 
the capricious inſolence of tyrants: And whe- 
ther all the inſolence of Tell's ſtory be true or 
fabulous, the men (whoever they were) who 
rouſed, and incited their fellow-citizens to throw 

of the Auſtrian yoke, deſerve to be regarded 

as patriots, having undoubtedly been aCtuated 
by that principle, ſo dear to every generous 
heart, the ſpirit of independence. 


„Who, with the gen' rous ruſtics ſate, 
„On Uri's rock, in cloſe divan, 
© And wing'd that arrow ſure as fate, 
6 Which aſcertain'd the ſacred rights of man.” ” 


Mr. Addiſon obſerves, that there is great 
pleaſure in viſiting arſenals, merely to ſee a re- 
petition of theſe magazines of war; yet it is 
worth while, as it gives an idea of the force of 
6. a ſtate, and ſerves to fix in the mind the moſt : 
FR conſiderable parts of its hiſtory. \ 


The arms akin from the Burgundians in 
ple the various battles which eſtabliſhed the li- 
WT. berty of Switzerland, are diſplayed here; alſo 
th the figure of the General of Bern, who in 


the year 1536, conquered the Pays de Vaud 
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from Charles III. Duke of Savoy: And, if 

| they have no trophies to ſhew of a later date, 

Lam convinced it is becauſe they are too poor 
and too wiſe to aim at any extenſion of domi. 
nion: and becauſe all the neighbouring powers 
are at length become ſenſible, that the nature 
of their country, and their perſonal valour, TI 
have rendered the Swifs as unconquerable, 2 T 
from political conliderations, they. are averſe to. 
attempt. W 
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LETTER XXXVL 


re 2. . 2 | 
I, | : | 70 1 | Ber! n. 

25 : 

0 7. H E different cantons of Switzerkind, 


though united. together by a common bond, 
and all of a republican form of government, 
differ in- the nature of that form, as well as in 
— | 8750 


The Roman Catholic religion deli Hens. 
ble to monarchy, one would naturally imagine, 
that, when adopted by a republic, it would gra- 
dually wind up the dans rocks to the RE 
pick of ariſtocracy. | | 


The fact, nevertheleſs, is, that thoſe cantons 
which are in the ſtrongeſt degree democratical, 
are of the Popiſh perſuaſion z and the moſt per- 

| felt ariftocracy of them all is eſtablifhed in this 
Proteſtant canton of Bern, which is alſo indeed 
the moſt powerful. In extent of country, and 
number of inhabitants, it is reckoned nearly 
equal to all the others taken to gether 


The nobility of Bern are accuſed of an ex- 
traordinary degree of pride and ſtatelinefs. They 
affect to keep the citizens at a great diſtance; 


cantile families at balls, afſemblies, and ſuch 
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and it is with difficulty that their wives and * 
daughters will condeſcend to mix with the mer- 


public occaſions, where numbers ſeem effential - 
to the nature of the entertainment; by which 0 
means a nobility ball loſes in cheerfulneſs what RY 
it retains in dignity, and is often, as I am told, WI hr 
as devoid of amuſement as it is ſolemn. iy 


| The whole power. of he government, and 5 

all the honourable offices of the ſtate, .are in 
the hands of the nobility, As it is not permit- de 
ted them to trade, they would naturally fall the 
into poverty without this reſource: but by the 


number of places which the. nobles enjoy, and 2 
to which very conſiderable penſions are annexed, * 
the pooreſt of them are enabled to ſupport their | . 
families with dignity. | 5 1 
The . into which the hel canton ” 
and the conquered territories are divided, form all 
lucrative and honourable eſtabliſhments for the hs 


principal families of Bern, Ihe bailiF is gover- 
nor and judge in his own diſtrict, and there 1 Is 
magnificent chateau in each for his accommo- 
dation. An appeal may be made from all ſub- 
ordinate courts to him; as alſo from his deciſion, 1 
to the council at Bern. 


The nobility of Bern, thou gh TE to be 
1 judges, are not aren inſtr ucted in law. It 
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has therefore been thought requiſite, to appoint 


a certain number of perſons, as their aſſeſſors, 


who have been bred to the profeſſion. But in 
caſe the judge ſhould differ from thoſe afleflors, 
and retain his own opinion in ſpite of their re- 
monſtrances, as nobility has the precedency of 
law, the deciſion muſt be given according to the 


will of the judge. 


This office remains in the hands of the ſame 
perſon for the term of ſix years only. I have 
been informed, that in ſome of theſe bailliages, : 
the governor may live with proper magnificence, 


and lay up, during the period of his office, two 


or three thouſand pounds, without extortion, 


or unbecoming parſimony. There is no law 


againſt his being afterwards named to another 


balliage. 5 


The executive power of the government, with 


| all the lucrative and honourable offices, being 
thus in the hands of the nobility, it may be 
| imagined that the middle and lower ranks of 
people are poor and oppreſſed. This, however, 
is by no means the caſe ; for the citizens, I 


mean the merchants and trades-people, ſeem, in 
general, to enjoy all the comforts and conveni- 


encies of life. And the peaſantry is uncommon- 


* wealthy throu gout: the whole canton of Bern. 


The Swifs TOR no objection to their nobles 


being their judges, and to the principal offices 
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of government remaining in their hands. They of 
look upon the nobility as their natural ſuperiors, W deg) 
and think, that they and their families ought to W ber 
be ſupported with a certain degree of ſplendor: {Ml :nd 
But the power of direct taxation is a different the: 
queſtion, and muſt be managed with all poflible . for: 
_ caution and delicacy. It is a common cauſe, WI fore 
and the conduct of the nobles in this particular only 
is watched with very jealous eyes. They are Ml the 
_ « fufficiently aware of this, and uſe their power WM vit! 


with moderation. But leſt the nobles ſhould at thei 
any time forget, a very good hint is given in 2 fat 
German inſcription in the arſenal, implying, MW reta 
That the inſolence and rapacity of high rank I fo0 
had brought about the Rr of Switzerland. 1 
n 
be” people. who! lane always arms in, , their Ml 
| Hands, and form the only military force of the 
country, are in no danger of m_ de and i ch 
irritated with. taxes. ſul 


It 85 been conſidered by ſome as a -perniciou 
Folien in the Swift, to allow ſo. many of their 
inhabitants to ſerve as mercenaries in the different 
armies of Europe. There are others who conſi- 
der this meaſure as expedient, or leſs pernicious 

in the Swiſs. cantons, than it would be in * 
other r. | 


1 They Who ſupport this opinion, e that 
very * of 8 . which is * 


; 4 
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of cultivation, is already improved to the higheſt 
degree; that, after retaining a ſufficient num- 
ber of hands to keep it always in this condition, 
and for the ſupport of every manufactory, ſtill 
there remains a ſurplus of inhabitants, which 
forms the troops that are allowed to go into 
foreign ſervices. They add, that theſe troops 
only engage for a limited number of years, after 
the expiration of which, many of them returns 
with money, to their native country; and all of 
them, by ſtipulation, may be recalled by the 
ſtate on any emergency. By this means they 
retain a numerous and well-diſciplined army on 
foot ; which ſo. far from being a burden, in 
reality enriches the ſtate; an ne which 
no other people ever polſeſed. 


"Tae is ſtill another motive for this meaſure;. 
which, though it be not openly avowed, yet, I 
ſilpedt, has conſiderable weight: The council: 
are perhaps afraid, that if the young nobility | 
were kept at home, where they could have but 
few objects to-occupy them, they might cabal. 
| and ſpread diflentions in the ſtate 3 or perhaps 
through idleneſs and ambition, exc ite dangerous. 
inſurrections among the peaſants. For, although: 
the laws. are ſevere againſt ſtate crimes, and- 
ally put in execution againſt ordinary offenders, 
it might be difficult and dangerous to puniſh | A. 
Popular young nobleman. 


„ 
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"-M may on theſe accounts be thought highly 
prudent to allow a large proportion of them to 
exhauſt, 'in ſome foreign ſervice, the fiery and 
reſtleſs years of youth, which at home might 
have been ſpent in faction and dangerous in- 
trigues. Very probably the ſtates would incline 
to permit the officers to go, while they retained 
the private men at home: but are under a. ne- 
ceſſity of allowing the latter alſo, becauſe with. 
out them the officers could not be raiſed to thoſe | 
diſtinguiſhed ſituations in foreign ſervices which. 
are their Oy inducements to leave their © own. 
country. 


— 


After having fires a certain time; alinol 
all of them return to Switzerland. Some, be- 
cauſe they are tired of diffipation ; others, to 
inherit a paternal eſtate; and many with pen- 
ſions from the princes they have ſerved. The 
heat of youth is then moſt probably over. They 
begin to aſpire to thoſe offices in their om 
country to which their birth gave them a claim, 
and. which they now prefer to the luſtre of mi- 
ſlitary rank. They wiſh to ſupport thoſe lavs, 

and that government, which they find ſo partial 
to their families; or they deſire to paſs the re- 
mainder of life in eaſe and retirement on cher 
Paternal eſtates. 


It is remarkable, that the Swiſs officers, who 
return from foreign ſervices, particularly that 
of France, inſtead of importing French manner 


Is 
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to their native mountains, and infecting their 
countrymen with the luxuries and fopperies of 
that nation, throw off all foreign airs with their 
uniform, and immediately reſume the plain and 
frugal ſtyle of life which prevails in their own 
—_— ve 
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. Bafl. 
H AVIN G on a former occaſion, made a 
more extenſive tour through Switzerland, ve 
determined not to deviate from the direct road 


to Straſbourg. In purſuance of this reſolution, 


 H-—>y and I, when we left Bern, paſſed by 
Soleurre, the capital of the canton of the fame 
name. 5 . : 


Soleurre is an agreeable little town ſituated 
on the river Aar. The houſes are neatly built, 
and not inelegant; the meaneſt of them have 
a cleanly appearance. The common people 
ſeem to be in eaſier circumſtances, and have a 
greater air of content, than in any Roman Ca- 
tholic country I have ever viſited. The inn 
where we lodged has the comfortable look of 
an Engliſh one. The French ambaſſador to 
the cantons has his reſidence in this town. One 
of the churches of Soleurre is the moſt magniſ- 
cent modern building in Switzerland, 


| The arſenal is ſtored with arms in proportion 
to the number of inhabitants in the canton; 
and there are trophies, and other monuments 
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of the valour of their anceſtors, as in the arſenal 


of Bern. In the middle of the hall there are 
thirteen figures of men in complete armour, re- 
n the chirteen Swiſs cantons. 5 


The country bn 18 and Baſil, 
though very hilly, is beautiful, perhaps the 
more ſo on that account; becauſe of the variety 
of ſurface and different views it preſents. H—y 
nd J had more leiſure to admire thoſe fine 
landſcapes than we wiſhed, for the axle-tree of 
the chaiſe * * ſome miles diſtance from 
8 N 


11 was the gay em of the vintage. The 
country was crowded with peaſantry of both 
ſexes and every age, all employed in gathering 
and carrying home the grapes. Our walk for 
theſe few miles was agreeable and amuſing. In 
all countries this is the ſeaſon of joy and feſti- 
vity, and approaches neareſt the exaggerated 


| deſcription which the ancient poets have given 
| of rural happineſs. Perhaps there is in reality 


not ſo much exaggeration in their deſcription, 
as alteration in our manners. For, if the pea- 
lants were allowed to enjoy the fruits of their 
own labour, would not their lives be more de- 
lightful than thoſe of any other people? In 
ſpite of poverty and oppreſſion, a happy enthu- 
laſm, a charming madneſs, and perfect oblivion 
of care are diffuſed alb over France during the 
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vintage. Every village is enlivened with muſic, 
dancing, and glee; and were it not for their 
tattered cloaths and emaciated countenances, 
one who viewed them in the vintage ſeaſon 
would imagine the country people of France in 
a ſituation as enviable as that which, according 
to the poets, was formerly enjoyed by the Shep- 
| herds of Arcadia. The peaſantry of this coun- 
try have not ſo great a ſenſibility or expreſſion 
of joy; and thou gh blefſed with health, free 
dom and abundance, a compoſed ſatisfaction, a 
kind of phlegmatic good-humour, mark the 
5 boundaries of their 8 + FN 


When we arrived at Baſil, we went diredt 
to the three kings. This inn, in point of ſitu- 
ation, is the moſt agreeable you can well ima- 
gine. 'The Rhone waſhes its walls, and the 
windows of a large dining-room look acroſs that 
noble river to the fertile * on che oppoſite 

fide. 8 


12 am n juſt returned from that PE dining 
room, where H- and I thought proper to 
ſup. There were ten or a dozen people at table. 


I ſat next to a genteel-looking-man from Stral- 


bourg, with whom I converſed a good deal dur- 
ing ſupper. He had for his companion a round- 
| faced, roſy, plump gentleman from Amſte:- 
dam, who did not ſpeak French; but tht 
Straſburgher addrefled him from time to time 


44% 


my uſeful purpoſe. H 
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in Low Dutch, to which the other replied 86 


nods. 


When the retreat of the greater part of the 
company had contracted the little circle which 
remained, I expreſſed ſome regret to my Straſ- 
bourg acquaintance, that Mr. H——y and I 
contd not ſpeak a nttie! Dutch; or that his friend 


could not ſpeak French, that we might enjoy 


the pleafure of his converfiiion. This was 
immediately tranſtated to the Dutchman, who 
heard it with great corapofure, and then took 


| kis pipe from His mouth, and made an anſwer, 


which I got our interpreter, with ſome difficulty, 
to explain. It was to this effect: That we 
dught to conſole ourſelves for the accident of 
our not underſtanding each other; for as we 


bad no connection, or dealings, in trade toge- 


ther, our conyerſi ing could not poffibly anſwer 
y made a low bow 
to this compliment, ſaying, that tlie juftneſs 
and good ſenſe of that remark had certainly 
eſcaped my obſervation, as he acknowledged 3 = 
had hitherto done his. A 


41 man that travels, you fre, my ny friend, and 
takes care to get into good company, is always 
learning” ſortething, Had I not viſited the 
Three Kings at Baſil, I might have converſed 
all my lifetime without Knowing the true uſe of 
language, 

Vol. I. DEEP 
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LETTER As = 
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IF # & . wi þ Baſt 


T. H 5 R E hs 13 an \ Joteryal of three bp 
ſince I had the converſation with my ingenious 
acquaintance from Amſterdam. We are aſſured 
that the chaiſe, which has been accommodated 
with : a new axle-tree, will be ready. this after- 
-NOON. In the interim, 1 ſhall writs, Fo a r 
remarks on this town, 


" Bafil is larger than any town in Stiere 
but not ſo populous for its ſize as Genera. 
The inhabitants ſeem to be uncommonly afraid 
of thieves, moſt of the windows being guarded 


2 434 3 


2 by 1 iron bars or grates, like thoſe of convents 


7 briſans. FFF 


27 3674.1 6 


& obſttvet | at "a 15er end of many windows 
2 kind of wooden box, projecting towards the 
ſtreet, with a round glaſs, of about half a foot 
In diameter, in the x middle. ook: Was told this 
was for the conveniency of people within; ; 
8 who, without being ſeen, chooſe to fit; at the 
windows, and amuſe themſelves by looking at 
che paſſengers; that they were moſtly accupied 


by the ladies, who are taught to think it nde. 


cent to appear at the windows. . 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, Nc. : 243. 
The inhabitants of Baſil ſeem to be of a 


| reſerved and ſaturnine diſpoſition; whether it is 


natural or affected I cannot tell, but the few I 
converſed with, had ſomething uncommonly 
ſerious and formal in their manner. How an 
unremitting gravity and ſolemnity of manner in 
the common affairs of life, comes to be con- 
ſdered as an indication of wiſdom, or of ex- 
traordinary parts, is what I never could under- 
ſtand. So many ridicalous things occur every 
day in this world, that men who are endowed 


vith that degree of ſenſibility which uſually ac- = 


companies genius, find it very difficult to main- 
tain a continued gravity. This difficulty is 


abundantly felt even in the grave and learned 


profeſſions of law, phyſic, and divinity; and the 
individuals who have been moſt ſucceſsful in ſur- 
mounting it, and who never deviate from the 
ſolemnity of eſtabliſhed forms, have not al ways 


| been the moſt diſtinguiſhed for real knowledge 


or genius; though they generally are moſt ad- 


mired by the multitude, who are very apt to 


miſtake that gravity for wiſdom, which proceeds 
from a literal weight of brain, and muddineſo of 
underſtanding. Miſtakes of the ſame kind, are 
frequently made i in forming a Jus Sent of books, 
as well as men. "Thoſe which profeſs a "formal, 
defign to inſtruct and reform, I ad carr 7 on he, 
work methodically till the reader is is Ale e into 
repoſe, have paſſed for deep and uſeful per- 


formances; ; while others, replete with original 


* 
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obſervation and real inſtruction, have been treat- 


ed as frivolous, becauſe they are written in a Bo 
familiar ſtyle, and the precepts OR in a unf. 
ſ ſprightly and indiroft manner. nals 
. which, are 1 wth; the labo- 908 
rious deſire of being thought profound, have f | me 
very. often. the misfortune to be dull, that ſome #0 
People have eonſidered the two terms as fynony- | 
mons; and the men who receive it as a rule, that 31 
one {ct of books are profound. becauſe they are 0 
dull, may naturally conclude. that others are E 
ſuperficial becauſe, they are entertaining. With , 
refpect to books, however, matters are foon fet | 
do rights; thoſe of puffed and falſe pretenſions * 
die neglected, while thoſe of real merit live and 15 
flouziſh. - But with regard to the men, tha ca- 
taſtrophe is often different; we daily ſee formal = 
aſſuming bloc Khgads flouriſh, and enjoy the fruits 5 
of their pompaus impoſitions, while many men * 
of; talents, who diſdain ſuch, arts, live in obſeu- WM ** 
rity, and die neglected. I aſk. your pardon, 1 i © 
have juſt, racollected that * giving you ſome Ml be 


account of Baſil, _ 


The" library — 7 is much ae. 1. is 

reckoned particularly rich in manuſcripts. They 
ſhewed us one, of a Greek New Teſtamept,, with 
which, qu, may t believe Hwy and. Iwere, greatly 
edified, We, are told it is above a. thouſand 
Tar old. 


— 
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At the arſenal is ſhown, the armour in which 


Charles Duke of Burgundy was killed. That 
unfortunate prince has ornamented all the arſe- 
nals in SUIS: with Ls. ered © 


| Wevifited the hall where the owe council 


ſat ſo many years, and voted ſo intrepidly againſt 7 
the Pope. Not ſatisfied with condemning his 
conduct, they actually damned him in effigy. 


A famous painting in the town-houſe, is ſup- 


poſed to have been executed under their auſpices. 
In this piece the Devil is repreſented driving 


the Pope and ſeveral eccleſiaſtics beſore him to 
Hell, Why they ſhould ſuppoſe the Devil 


ſhould be ſo very active _ bis . 1 
know no reaſon... 


Here are many ieee of Toms: Holben? s 


(who was a native of Baſil, and the favourite 


painter of Henry VIII. to whom he was firſt 
recommended by Eraſmus); particularly feveral 
portraits of Eraſmus, and one ſketeh of Sir 


Thomas More's family. Though portraits are 
in general the moſt inſipid of all kinds of paint- 
ings, yet thoſe of ſuch celebrated perſons, done 
by ſuch. a painter, are certainly very inteceRiing 
pieces. 


| The moſt admired of all Holben's works, is 
a ſuite of ſmall pieces in different compart- 
ments, repreſenting the paſſions and ſufferings of 
my 3 
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our Saviour. In theſe the colours remain wi 
ide vivacity, | 


We were alſo . to the diſinal milder 
upon whoſe walls, what is called Holben' 


Death's Dance, is repreſented. The colours 10 
having been long expoſed to the air, are now | 
quite faded, which I can ſcarce think is much N 
to be regretted, for the plan of the piece is ſo 5 
wretched, , that the fineſt execution could hardly of 
prevent i from giving diſguft. by 


| A ſkeleton, which pine Death, leads Bai 
off, in a dancing attitude, people of both ſexes, MW dre 
ok all ages, and of every condition, from the the 
emperor to the beggar. All of them diſplay Th 
the greateſt unwillingneſs to accompany their * 


hideous partner, who, regardleſs of tears, er. 
poſtulations and bribes, draws them alon 8. 


You. wlll Ora notice, that there is a Death an 
far: each character, which occaſions a nauſeous th 
repetition of the ſame figure; and the reluc- at 
tance marked by the different people who are m 


forced to this hated minuet, is in ſome accom- cl 
panied with grimaces ſo very ridiculous, that ec 
one cannot refrain from fmiling, which ſurely ſt 
is not the effect the painter intended to pro- * 
duce. If he did, of all the contrivances that WF * 


ever were thought of to put people in good- 
humour, his muſt be allowed the moſt extra. 
ordinary. 
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Io this piece, ſuch as it is, Prior alludes in 
we ode tothe VO r Colonel Villiers. | 


Nor aw'd by forthe nor milled by chance, 

Imperious Death directs his ebon lance, 

Peoples great Henry's tomb, and leads wo Hol 
ben's dane. 


In this city all the docks are an hour ad- 
vanced. When it is but one o'clock in all the 
towns and villages around, it is exactly two at 
04 W Bafl. This ſingularity is of three or four hun- 
| dred years ſtanding; and what is as ſingular as 
tis the cuſtom itſelf, the origin of it is not known. 
ay This is plain, by their giving its! different ac- 
hy counts of it. 1 


The moſt populär ſtory is, that, about four 
; hundred years ago, the city was threatened with 
th an aſſault by ſurpriſe. The enemy was to begin 


us the attack when the large clock of the Tower 
Ce at one end of the bridge ſhould ſtrike one after 
re midnight. The artiſt who had the care of the 
1. clock, being informed that this was the expect- 
at ed ſignal, cauſed the clock to be altered, and it 
ly ſtruck two inſtead of one; ſo the enemy think. 
0- ing they were an hour too late, gave up the at- 


tempt; and in commemoration of this deliver- 
ance, all the clocks in Baſil have ever ſince ſtruck 
two at one o'clock, and ſo on. 


M 4 
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Inn caſe this account of the matter ſhould not 
be atis factory, they ſhow, by way of confirma- 


tion, a head, which is placed near to this patri- 


otic clock, with the face turned to the road by 
which the enemy was to haye entered. The 
ſame head lolls out its tongue every minute, in 
the moſt inſulting manner poſſible. This was 
originally a piece of mechanical wit of the fa- 
mous clock-maker's who ſaved the town, He 
framed it in deriſion of the enemy, whom he 
bad fo dexterguſly deceived. It has; been fe- 
baired, renewed, and enabled to thruſt out its 
tongue every minute, for theſe four hundred 
years, by the care of the magiſtrates, who think 
ts excellent a joke cannot be too IR e 
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IL E T T E R. XXXIX. bag 


rens 


N. OTHING « can form a finer contralf with : 
the mountains of Switzerland than the Plains of 
Alface. From Baſil to Straſbourg, is a con- 
tinued, well cultivated plain, as flat almoſt as a 
bowling-green. We ſaw great quantities of to- 
bacco hanging at the peaſants doors as we came 
along, this herb being pleatifully cultivated | in 
theſe fields. 3 


We have paſſed” ſome: days very agreeably bt 
| this town. One can ſcarcely be at a loſs for 

good « company. and amuſement, in a place where 
there is a numerous French garriſon. Mare- 
chal Contades reſides here at preſent, as com- 
mander of the troops, and governor of the ; 
province. He lives in a magnificent manner. 
The Engliſh who happen to paſs this way, as 
well. as the officers of the eren; have gre eat 


reaſon to praife is hoſpitality and politeneſs. 


After dining at his houſe, with n 15 
Engliſh gentlemen, he invited the company 
to his box at the plaphoufe. Voltaire 5 Enfant 


M 5 


250 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 
Prodigue was ated 3 and for the Petite Piece, _ 
le Francois à Londres. Our nation is a little | 
| bantered, as you know, in the laſt. The eyes 
of the ſpectators were frequently turned towards 
the Marechal's box, to obſerve how we bore 


the raillery. We clapped heartily, and ſhowed | 


the moſt perfect good humour. There was in- 
deed no reaſcn to do otherwiſe. The fatire is 
genteel, and not too ſevere; and reperation is 


made for the liberties taken ; for in the ſame 


1 piece, all manner of juſtice i is done to the real 
good qualities belonging to the Tg national 
character. ko 


An old French officer, whi + was in ale: next 


= + to us, feemed uneaſy, and hurt at the peals 


of laughter which burſt from the andience at 


| ſome particular paſſages : he touched my ſhoul- 


; der, and aſſured me that no nation was more 
reſpected j in France than the Engliſh ; adding, 
© Hanc veniam damus, petimuſque viciſſim.' 


It were to be wiſhed that French charac- 
ters, when brought on the Engliſh ſtage, had 
aways been treated with as little ſeverity, and 
with equal juſtice z and not ſo often ſacrificed 
to the liberal and oy f of the 


da. Fats 8 5 
i ; 141 10. 
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© Thave IN the greater Ubmtber of the 1 re- 
giments perform their exereiſe ſeparately, and 
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there has been one general field-day ſince I came 
hither. The French troops are infinitely better 

clothed, and in all reſpects better appointed 
than they were during the laſt war. For this re- 
formation, I am told they are obliged to the 

Duc de Choiſeul, who, though now in dif] grace, 
1 till retains puny: friends it in the 92 


5 There are, beſides the French: two bn 

regiments in this garriſon. -- Theſe admit of the 
_ diſcipline of the cane upon every {light occaſion, - 
which is never permitted among the French 
troops. Notwithſtanding, their being ſo plenti- 
fully provided with thoſe ſevere Happers to rouſe 
their attention, I could not perceive that the 
German regiments went through their exerciſe 
with more preciſion or alertneſs than the 
French; and any difference would, in my opi- 

nion, be dearly purchaſed at the price of trezting 5 
one ſoldier like a ant : 


8 what improves the hardy and phleg- 
matic German, would have a contrary effect 
on the more delicate and lively Frenchman; 
- as the ſame ſeverity which is requiſite to train 
a pointer, would n A TOTO ow for 
a — 93. 2 


* 7 8 


Alter all, I queſtion very. 1 whether 
| this  thocking cuſtorn | is e necefſarr in 
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the armies of any nation ; for, let our martinets 
lay what they pleaſe, there is ſurely Tome diffe- 


2 nen men and as. 


| With reſpect to the French. 1 am convinced 
that great ſeverity would break their ſpirit, and 
impair that fire and impetuoſity in attack, for 
which they have been diſtinguiſhed, and which 

2 1 makes French troops more formidable than any 
5 other quality they poſſels. | | 


. 0 1. 


* muſt own- I was 2 bed Vith the 


eafy, familiar air, and appearance of good 


will, with which the French officers in ge- 

J veral ſpeak to the common ſvldters. This, 1 

zm told, does not diminiſh the reſpect — 4 

| obedience which ſoldiers owe to their fuperlors, 

or that degree of ſubordination Which military 

on” diſcipline exacts. On the contrary, it is afferted, 

that to thefe properties, which the French pol- ; 
Teſs in common with other ſoldiers, they join a 
kind of grateful attachment and affection. 


In fome ſervices, | the behaviour of the offi- 
eers to the private ſoldiers is ſo moroſe, ſevere, 
and unrelenting, that a man might be led to be- 
| Heve that one of their principal enjoyments was 
to render the lives of the common men a8 wi- 
ſerable as ny; 


fa a certain "degree: el ns _ no 


I harm in the great articles of obedience and 
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ſubordination, it is ſurely worth while to pay 

ſome attention to the feelings of ſo large a pro- 
portion of mankind, as are by modern policy 
neceſſitated to follow a military life. 'I'o put 
their happineſs entirely out of the queſtion, in 
the government of the armies of which they 
form infinitely the major part, is rather hard 
treatment of creatures who are of the ſame ſpe- 
cies, employed in the fame caufe, and expoſed 
to the ſame dangers with their officers. I” 


When 1 began this, 1 intended to have told | 
you a few things about Straſbourg, inſtead of 
which F have been ted out of my way by French 
and German ſoldiers. Digrefling is a trick to 
which I am very ſubject, and rather than not 
be indulged in it, I would throw away my pen 
e . 


The EM of FH arvived tive eau at 
the time he propoſed. | 


Straſbourg, 
"Ta: E cathedral of 1 is a very fine 


1 building, and never fails to attract the attention | 


: of ſtrangers. 


Our Gothic 8 like the- Greeks and 
| Romans, built for poſterity. Their ideas in 
architecture, though different from thoſe of 
the Grecian artiſts, were vaſt, ſublime, and ge⸗ 
nerous, far ſuperior to the ſelfiſh ſnugneſs of 
modern taſte, which is generally conſined to one 
or two generations; the plans of our anceſtors 


with a more extenſive benevolence embrace dif- | 
Many Gothic buildings {till habit 


tant ages. 
able evince this, and ought to inſpire ſentiments 
of gratitude to thoſe who have not grudged ſuch 
labour and expence for the accommodation of 
their remote Poſterity. 


55 The number and magnitude of Gothic 
churches, in the different countries of Europe, 
form a preſumption, that the clergy were not 
devoid of public ſpirit in thoſe days; for if the 
powerful eccleſiaſtics had then been entirely 
actuated by motives of ſelf-intereſt, they would 
have turned the exceſſive influence which the 


had 2 
citize 
tageo 
them 
of thi 
as ſt1] 
palac 
dors 
palac 
chur 


nien 


| thoſ 


the 
a ſp 
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had acquired over the minds of their fellow- _ 
citizens, to purpoſes more immediately advan- 
tageous to themſelves ;- inſtead of encouraging 
them to raiſe magnificent churches for the uſe 
of the public, they might have preached it up 
as ſtill more meritorious to build fine houſes and 
palaces for the immediate ſervants and ambaſſa- 
dors of God. But we find very few eccleſiaſtical 


| palaces, in compariſon with the number of 


churches which ſtill remain for the public conve- 


niency. This ſufficiently ſhows the injuſtice of 


thoſe indiſcriminating ſatiriſts, who aſſert that 


the clergy in all ages and countries have diſplayed : 
a yore equally proug and Intereſted. 


No ſpecies of chi dee is better Süd 2 
for the dwelling of Heavenly penſive contemplation, 
than the Gothic; it has a powerful tendency to 
fill the mind with ſublime, ſolemn, and religious 
ſentiments; the antiquity of the Gothic churches 


contributes to increaſe that veneration which 


their form and ſize inſpire. We naturally feel a 
reſpect for a fabric into which we know that our 
forefathers have entered with reverence, and 


which has ſtood the aſſaults of many centuries, 


and of a thouſand ſtorms. That religious me- 
lancholy which uſually poſſeſſes the mind in 
large Gothic churches, is however conſiderably 
counteracted by certain ſatirical bas reliefs with 

which the pillars and cornices of this church ot 
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Straſbourg was originally ornamented. Til ze wi 
vices of monks are here. expoſed under the all. „n 
gorical figure of hogs, aſſes, monkies, and foxe 
which being dreſſed in monkiſh habits, perform One 
the moſt venerable functions of religion. Andi the ft: 
for the edification of thoſe who do not compre.Ml were 
hend allegory, a monk. in the robes of his order, if regim 
is engraved. on the pulpit in a moſt indecent 1 churc 
ture, with a nun lying by him. 5 Lewis 


" "Tis the whale. the cathedral 5 Straſbouy date! 
is conſidered by ſome people as the moſt impious, fic, 7 
and by others as the merrieſt Gothic church in 


Chriſtendom, 1 leave. you to ſolve the problem v. 
as you pleaſe. —As for me, 1 am a very uncon- I me 
cerned paſſenger. the 

2 fay nothing of the great clock and its various Wl ne 
movements. Though it was an object of admi- 


ration when firſt conſtructed, it is beheld wh 
makFrrence by modem artiſts. 


T had the curiolity to > bend the ſtceple of 
this cathedral, which is reckoned: one of the 
| higheſt in Europe, its height being 574 feet, 
Jou may caſily form an idea of the view from 
it, when I tell you it comprehends the town. of 
Straſbourg, the extenſive plains, of Alſace, with 
the Rhine flowing. through, them. Such views 
are not uncommon: they are always agrecable, 
but do not aſtoniſh and elevate the minds, like 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, e. wy 
the wild, irregular, and ane ſrenes in Tow 


zerland. 


One forenoon as 1 Arlt — through 
the ſtreets with ſome of our countrymen, we 
vere informed that the muſic of ſome of the 


church, where the Count de „ fon of 
Lewis the XVth by Madam as > Pormtaibus, 
ms expected to be at maſs. We all imme 
u Gately went for the ſake of the military mu- 
fic, and found a very numerous and genteel 
; company attending. After Having waited a 
m confiderable time, it ſtruek twelve, upon which 
the whole company retired, without hearing 
the muſic. or maſs. After mid-day the cere- 
mony could not have' been performed, although . 


d the Count had come. Something very impor- 
. tant muſt have intervened to prevent a French- 
th man, and one of his character for politeneſs, 
from attending on fuch an occaſion. There 
<M "= however, a murmur of difapprobation for 
f this want of attention, and the prieſt was not 
e :pplauded, who had hazarded the ſouls of a 
ole churchful of people, out of complaiſance 
” WH toone man; for thoſe who imagine that a maſs = 
f can fave ſouls, muſt admit that the want of it 
i may be the cauſe of damnation. Mr. H—y 
ö whiſpered: me, In England they would not 
„have had half the complaiſance for the king 


* himſelf, accompanied by all his legitimate 


regiments had been ordered to a  particolar = 
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e children, that theſe people have denn to thi 
« fon of a w—e.” 


at To. indemnify b os this: RP 
ment, I went the ſame afternoon with a French | 
officer to hear a celebrated preacher. The ſub- 
ject of his diſcourſe was the miſerable ſituation 
of men who were under the dominion of their 
paſſions. Do vou wiſh for a ſample of his di- 
Courſe? Here it is: 4 A ſlave in the galleys 
2 (eried the preacher) i is happier, and more free 
cc than a man under the tyranny of his. paſ- 
« fions; for though the body of the ſlave is in 
« chains, his mind may be free. —Whereas the 
« wretch who is under the government of his 
“ paſſions, has his mind, his very ſoul, in 
e chains. — Is his paſſion. luſt 2 he will ſacri · 
ee fice a faithful ſervant to gratify i it David 
« did ſo.—Is it avarice? he will betray his maſ- 
44 ter; — Judas did ſa.— Is he attached to a miſ⸗ 
c treſs? he will c a ſaint to pleaſe Mar- 
Pg, Herod. did ſo. 


| . we 3 from the church, the French 
officer, who had been for ſome. time in a re- 
verie, ſaid, Ma foi, cet homme parle avec 
b beaucoup d'onction; je vais profiter de ſon ſer- 
mon. Od eſt-ce que vous allez ? faid I. Je | 
men vais chez Nanette, replied he, pour me 
debarraſſer de ma paſſion dominante. 


Among the curioſities of the cathedral, 1 


\%v ID nn 
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ought to have mentioned two large bells, which 
they ſhew to ſtrangers. One is of braſs, and 
weighs ten tons; the other of ſilver, which 
they ſay weighs above two. They alſo ſhow | 


alarge French horn, whoſe hiſtory is as follows. 


About four hundred years ago the Jews formed 
a conſpiracy to betray the city, and with this 


| identical horn, they intended to give the enemy 


notice when to e the attack. : 


Is it not amazing that ſuch a number of 


ſtrange ſtories have been. circulated: COMMENT | 
- theſe lame Jews 2 8 87585 5 


The plot, however, was leere many 
of the Jews were burnt alive, the reſt were 


plundered of their money and effects, and ba- 


niſhed the town. And this: horn is ſounded 
twice every night ſrom the battlements of the 


ah in Wn for-the deliverance... | 


"The Jews, as you would expect, 88 every 


eircumſtance of this ſtory, except the murder- 
ing and pillaging their countrymen. They ſay 


the whole ſtory was fabricated to furniſh a pre- 


text for theſe robberies and murders, and aſſert 
that the ſteeple of Straſbourg, as has been faid 
of the monument of London, 5 


BP. Like a tall bully lifts the head and les.” 
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* 
| 2 N 1 
177 


| Manheim, 


A LL the ae J might propoſe from 
the D— of H——s company, did not pre- 
vent my regret at ie feces my friend H—y, 
who ſet out for Lyons the fame morning on 
which we left Straſbourg. 


proac 


Upen croffing the Rhine v we entered into the gt 
- territories of the Margrave of Baden Durlach, heal 
which lie along the banks of that river imme- I | 
POTIONS” WT Ws 


1 Raſtade we were tina that the Mar- T 

grave and his family were at Karlſruch. Raſ- WW «5 tl 
tade is the capital of this prince's dominions. G4 
The town is but ſmall, and not very populous: WF af 
The Margrave's palace, however, is ſufficiently Pre: 
large. We made only a ſhort ſtay to examine I Th 
it, deing e to i rh on to Karlſruch. IF gr 


1*5 the 
There is 1 very LE palace at the 


| Karlſruch, built in good taſte, It was begun 
many years ago, and has been oy finiſhed 


by the reigning prince. 
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The town of Karlfruch is built on a regular 
dan. It confiſts of one principal ſtreet of 
above an Engliſh mile in length. This ſtreet is 

it a conſiderable diſtance in front of the pa- 

lace, and in a parallel direction with it. All 

the other ftreets go off at different angles 1 from 5 
the principal one, in ſuch a manner as that 
whichſoever of them you enter, walk ing from 
it, the view is terminated by the front of the 
e- palace. The length of thefe faaller firects is 
7, alcertained,, none of them being allowed to ap- 
mn Wl proach on the ſpacious area, pinch, 3 18 i kent clear 

before the palace. 


The principal ſtreet,, may be n any 
he 
1 length, and as many additional ſtreets as they 
' WY pleaſe may be built from it, all of which, ac- 


= 
cording to this Fun, will have the pace for « * 
termination: 1551 ie $4 
* The houſes of this town are gt as Pt by 


ass the ſtreets, being, of an equal ſize and height 5 
ſo that one would be led to imagine that none 
$ of the inhabitants are in any conſiderable de- 
cee richer, or poorer than their neighbaurs. 

ne There are indeed. a few new houſes, more ele- 
gant than the others, belenging to ſome of 
the officers of the court, built at one ſide of! 


at the palace; but they arg not, prapenly ſpeaking, . 
0 in the town. 


Having 1 in the uſual form. that 
| We wiſhed to have the honour of paying our 
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court to the nm, an officer waited on 
the D— of H— and conducted us to the 
palace. | e : 5 


There were at dinner the reigning Prince 
and Princeſs ; three of their ſons, the eldeſt of 
| whom is married to a Princeſs of Heſſe Darm. 
ſtadt. She with one of her ſiſters was pre. 
ſent, alſo the Princeſs Dowager of Bareith, 
daughter to the Duke of Brunſwick ; two ge- 
neral officers in the Imperial ſervice, and other 


ladies and gentlemen, Ing in all a nn 
of above thirty at table. 


The entertainment was ſplendid. The Mar- 


grave Behaved with the politeſt attention to the 
D- of {TR and with affability to every 
body. b 


5 The Princef of Bareith is of a gay, lively, 

agreeable | character. After dinner the. Duke 
took a view of the different apartments of the 
: palace, and afterwards walked with the Mar- 


e in the gardens till the evening. 


The fame company v were at ſupper; 2 band 
of muſic played during the repaſt, and the day 
went off in a more eaſy, agreeable manner than 


I could have expected, conſidering the "oy 


of Princes and Princeſſes. 


The Margrave of Baden Durlach is between 


forty and ny years of age, He is a man an of 


of fo 
houſe 
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learning, good ſenſe, and benevolent. diſpoſi- 
tions. I had heard much, long before I ſaw 
him, of his humanity and attention to the well- 
being of his ſubjects. This made me view, 
him with a cordial regard, which his rank alone 
could not have rang cy 


He ſpeaks the Engl Lngwoge with conſi- 
1 Wl cerable facility, and is well acquainted with our 
- beſt Authors. Solicitous that his ſon ſhould 
r enjoy the ſame advantages, he has engaged Mr. 
7 WW Cramer, a young gentleman from Scotland, of 
an excellent character, who has been for ſeve- 
ral years at this court as tutor and en 
to the en, n 2 10 
The Cos princes are minute e 
of form. The ſame eſtabliſhment for their 
5 houſehold, the ſame officers in the palace, are 
e to be found here, as in the court of the moſt 
ne powerful monarch in Europe. The difference 
-es more in the ſalaries than in the talents re- 
quiſite for theſe places; one Paymaſter for the 
forces has greater emoluments in England than 

nd a Grand Marechal, a Grand Chamberlain, two 
ay Whoeccretarics of State, and half a dozen more of 
an. the chief officers of a German court," all taken 

A 91 77 8 20 


The Margrave af Baden. Jos ods cd 
who. do duty in the palace, foot guards who 
parade before it; alſo horſe guards and huſſars, 


ing armies in conſtant pay. He has too juſt an 


alk the queſtion, in dinedt terms, of a German, 
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all of whom are perfectly well equipped: and ex. 
actiy diſciplined; # piece of maghificence which 
ſeems to be adopted by this prince, merely in 


conformity with the” cuſtom 8 cftablithed | in 
his country. _ 


He keeps on foot no other roche beſides the 
few which are neceſſary for this duty at the pa- 
lace, though his revenue is more conſiderable, 
And his finances are in much better order than 

ſome princes in Germany who have little ſtand- | 


underſtanding not to pereeive that the greateſt 
army he could poffibly maintain, could be no 
defence to his dominions, fitnated as they are 
between the powerful ſtates of France and Au- 
frria: And probably his principles and diſpol- 
tions prevent him from thinking of filling his 
n by Sy 6s ſi W e to chr Kah Aba 


1 ke, were 10 jade ning is no Manner 00 
- of. doubt that he might. felt the perſons of his 
ſabjects as ſoldiers, or empley them in any other 
way lie ſhould think proper; for he, as wel 
as the other ſovereign: prinees in Germany, has 
an unlimited power over. his people. If you 


he will anſwer in the negative; and will talk 
of certain rights which the ſubjects enjoy, and 
that ey ean appeal to the great council or ge- 

neral dier of the empire for relief. But aſtet 
all his ingenuity and diſtinctions, you find that 
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the barriers which protect the peaſant from the 


power of the prince, are ſo very weak, that 
they are hardly Worth keeping up, and that the 


only ſecurity the peaſant has for his perſon or 


property, muſt proceed from the moderation, 
good ſenſe, and Juſtice of his ſovercigh. 


Happy would it be for mankind if this un- 
limited power were always placed in as equitable 
hands as thoſe of the Margrave of Baden, Who 
employs it entirely for the good of his ſubjects, 5 


by whom he 1 is adored ! 1 


This prince endeavours, by every means he 
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tures amofig his people. There is a conlider- | 
able number of Engliſh tradeſmen here, who 
make Birmingham work, and inſtruct the in- 
habitants in that buſineſs. He has alſo engaged 
many watch-makers from Geneva to ſettle here, 


by granting them encouragements and privileges 
of every kind, and allows no opportunity to ſlip 


unimproved, by which he can promote the 
comfort and happineſs of his people: A prince 


of ſuch a character is certainly a public bleſſing, 


and the people are fortunate who are born under 


his government: but far more fortunate they 
who are born under a government which can 
protect them, independent of the virtues, and 


in ſpite of the vices, of their ſovereign. 
. N 
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When we left Finch the Margrave gave 
orders that we might be allowed to paſs by a 
road lately finiſhed, through a noble foreſt, ſe- 
veral leagues i in length. After having traverſed | 
this, we fell in with the common poſting road, ; 
entered the biſhop of Spires $ territories, paſſed | 
by the town of that name, proceeded to the | 
Electorate of Palatine, and arrived the lame | 
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night at Manheim. beau 
1 All the ties I have mentioned form one tiree 
rich fertile plain; there are few or no gentle- righ 
men's houſes to vary the. ſcene ; nothing but but 
the palace of the prince, and the cottages of the MW 41 
peaſants, the gentry living in dependence at WM tro 
court, and the merchants and manufacturers in 3 


the towns. YE, | | ſeen 
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Manheim: 5 


Tar I 81 is generally chimes one of the moſt = 
beautiful cities in Germany. The ſtreets are 


all as ſtraight as arrows, being what they call 
tirees au cordeau, -and interſect each other at 
right angles. This never fails to pleaſe at firſt, 
but becomes ſooner tireſome than a town built 
with leſs regularity. When a man has walked 
through the town for half a forer.oon, his eyes 
ſearch in vain for variety: the ſame objects 
ſeem to move along with him, as if he had been 
al the while a ſhip-board. 5 


They calculate the number of inhabitants at 
£4,000, including the garriſon, which corifiſts 
of 5000 men. This town has three noble 

gates, adorned with baſſo relievos very beau- 
tifully executed. The Duke and I walked 
round the ramparts with eaſe in the ſpace of 
an hour. The fortifications are well contrived 
and in good order, and the town acquires 
great additional ſtrength from being almoſt 4 
entirely ſurrounded by the Neckar and the — 
Rhine, and ſituated in a flat, not commanded 
by any riſing ground. Yet perhaps it would 
be better that this city were quite open, and 
5 | M3 
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without any fortification. An attempt to de. 
fend it might prove the deſtruction of the 


citizens Nane and the electoral palace. 4 
palace is injudiciouſly ſituated when built within 


a fortified town, becauſe a threat from the 


enemy to bombard i it, might induce the garriſon 
to ſurrender. * 


The Electoral 3 is a moſt 1 

ſtructurt, ſituated at the junction of the Rhine 
and the Neckar. The cabinet of natural curi- 
| olities, and the collection of pictures, are much 
vaunted. To examine them was amuſing 
enough: To deſcribe them would, 1 ears be a 
little tedious. | 


| The Eleftor himſclf is a man. of taſte and 
magnificence, circumſtances in his character, 
which probably afford more pleaſure to himſelf, 
and the ſtrangers who paſs this way, than to 


his own ſubjects. 


i 8 the D— to one of the officer 
of the court, whoſe buſineſs it is to preſent 
| ſtrangers. This gentleman is remarkable for 
| his amazing knowledge in all the myſterics of 
etiquette. He entertained his Grace with much 
erudition on this ſubject. I never obſerved the 
D— yawn ſo very much. When our viſit wi 
over, he aſſerted that it had laſted two hours 
Upon examining his watch, he diſcovered that 
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he had made a miſtake of one hour and forty” 
minutes only. 


2 We were preſented the following day to the 
| FEledtor and Electreſs. He was dreſſed in the 


uniform of his guards, ſeems to be on the bor- 
ders of fifty, and has a ſenſible manly coun- 
tenance, which I am told is the true index of 
his character. 


The Hereditary Prince is a young man of 5 
knowledge and good ſenſe. He ſurpriſed me 


by talking of the party-diſputes and adventures 8 
which have happened of late years in England, 


of which I found him minutely informed. 
Many people in Germany have the Engliſh 


news-papers and political pamphlets regularly 
tranſmitted to them. The acrimony and free- 


dom with which the higheſt characters are 
treated, aſtoniſh and amuſe them, and from 
theſe they often form very falſe and extraordi- 
nary concluſions with regard to the ſtate of the 
nation. os 


As the Elector intends ſoon to viſit Italy, 


great numbers of officers have come hither to 


pay their duty to their ſovereign before he 
depart for that country. He is much eſteem- 
ed by his officers, with whom he lives in a 


very affable manner. There are generally 


thirt iy covers every wn at his table, for them, 
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and the ſtrangers who happen to be at the 
court of Manheim, 


One thy. at dinner, a | kink of buſivoen came 
into the room. He walked round the table, 
and converſed in a familiar manner with every 
body preſent, the princes not excepted. His 
_ obſervations were followed by loud burſts of 
applauſe from all whom he addreſſed. As he 
ſpoke in German, I could not judge of his 
wit, but ſtared: around with the anxiety of 


1 8 5 countenance natural to a man who ſees a whole 


company ready to die with laughter at a jeſt 
which he cannot comprehend. An old officer, 
who ſat near me, was touched with compaſſion 
for my ſituation, and explained into French 
ſome of the moſt brilliant repartees for my 
private uſe. £ 


As this good-natured officer did not ſeem to 
have a great command of the F rench language, 
the whole ſpirit of the jeſt was allowed to eva- 
porate during the tranſlation : At leaſt I could 


not ſmell a particle when the proceſs was over. 


However, as theſe tranſlations evidently coſt 


him a good deal of trouble, I thought myſelf 


obliged to ſeem delighted with his performance; 


 1o I joined in the mirth of the company, and 
endeavoured to laugh as much as any perſon at 


the table. 


My interpreter afterwards informed me that 
this genius was from the Tyrol, that he ſpoke 
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the German with ſo peculiar an accent, that- 
whatever he ſaid never failed to ſet the whole 
table in a roar; c'eſt pourquoi, added he, 
il eſt en poſſeſſion Centrer toujours avec le 


; * 
Is | 
e | This is che LY example that I know 1 remain- 
| ing of a court fool or licenſed jeſter ; an office 
ie 
L _——y in all the courts of Europe. 
IL 
e 
t 
3 
n 
1 
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| Nanheln, 
Wk made a Wort Jaunt to Maden a 555 3 
days ſince. That town is about four leagues | 
from Manheim. x 
| Meldelbery: is ſituated in a FEY on the I 
A banks of the Neckar, and is ſurrounded by . 
5 harming 2 hills perfectiy cultivated. r 
I 
More chearfal ſcenes of exuberant fertility { 
are to be ſeen no where than along the fine c 
chain of hills which begin near this town. The 1 
ſummits of theſe hills are crowned with trees, I 


and their ſides and bottoms are clothed with 


The Elector's caſtle is placed on an eminence, 
which commands the town, and a view of the 
valley below; but the caſtle itſelf unfortunately 
is commanded by another eminence too near it, 
from which this noble building was cannonaded 
when the whole Palatinate was pillaged and 

burnt, in conſequence of that cruel order of 
Lewis XIV. too literally executed by Turenne. 
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The particulars of that diſmal ſcene have 
been tranſmitted from father to ſon, and are 

ſtill ſpoke of with horror by the peaſantry of this 
country, among whom the Trench nation i is held | 
in deteſtation to this day 


While we. were in the caſtle we did not omit” 
viſiting the renowned Heidobers tun; but as it 
was perfectly empty, it made but a dull and un- 


5 intereſting * 


The inhablcants- of the Palatinate are partly 
Proteſtants, and partly Roman Catholics, who 
live here in harmony with each other. The great 
church at Heidelberg is divided into two apart- 
ments, in one of which the Proteſtants, and 
in the other, the Papiſts, perform public wor- 
ſhip: A ſingular proof of the moderation and 
coolneſs of the people's minds with regard to a 
ſubject that inflamed them ſo violently in the 
days of their anceſtors. 


we remained only one day at Heidelberg, 
and returned in the evening to this place. The 
lives and manners of the inhabitants of this city. 
ſeem to be as uniform and formal as the oy” 
and buildings. No noiſe, mobs, or buſtle ; 
mid-day every thing is as calm and quiet as 125 
ſtreets of London at midnight. This gives one 
the notion that the citizens are under the ſame 
reſtraint and diſcipline with the troops. 
N. 5. 
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$520k have ſeen theſe laſt perform their exerciſe 
every morning on the parade. I was a good 
deal ſurpriſed to obſerve, that not only the 
movements of the ſoldiers muſkets, and the at- 
titudes of their bodies, but alſo their Cevotions, 
were under the direction of the major's cane, 
The following motions are performed as part of 


the military manceuvres every day before the al 
1 troops e to their different guards. tc 
F 
The major flouriſhes his cane; 3 the drum te 
gives a ſingle tap, and every man under arms, ; 
_ raiſes his hand to his hat; at a ſecond ſtroke on 
the drum, they take off their hats, and are ſup- 1 
poſed to pray; at a third, they finiſh their pe- N 
t-tions, and put their hats on their heads. If 5 
any man has the aſſurance to prolong his prayer b 
a minute longer than the drum indicates, he is 5 
puniſhed on the ſpot, and ent to be leſs de- . 
vout for the future. 
1 


- The ingenious inventor of drums certainly 
never dreamt of their becoming the regulators 
of people's piety. But the modern improve- 
ments in the military art are truly wonderful! 
a1 we need not deſpair, after this, of ſeeing a 
whole regiment, by the progreſs of diſcipline 
o modelled as to eat, drink, and perform other 
animal functions, uniformly together, at the 

word of command, as they poiſe their firelocks. 
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Ty E * 5 E R xv. 
4 Manheim. 


Han left 6100 1 at Geneva to forward - 
all our letters of a certain date to Manheim, and 
to direct thoſe which ſhould come afterwards to 
Frankfort on the Maine, I had the good fortune 
6: receive yours laſt a aa 


1 feel as much indignation; as you poſſibly « can, 
againſt thoſe who endeavour to hurt the peace 
of families by ms publications, and I en- 
ter fully into Lord s on ſo unmerited an at- 
' tack. Net I ſhould ; heartily ſorry to ſce 
| theſe evils remedied by any reſtriction on the 
freedom of the preſs; becauſe I am every Cay 
more and more convinced that its unreſtrained 
productions, the licentious news- papers ther- 
ſelves not excepted, have conveyed to every cor- 
ner of Great Britain, along with much impert- 
nence and ſcurrility, ſuch a regard for the cor- - 
ſtitution, ſuch a ſenſe of the rights of the ſubject, 
and ſuch a degree of general knowledge, as never 
were ſv univerſally diffuſed over any other ne- 
tion. Such a law as yor friend propoſes might, 
no doubt, protect individuals from unjuſt attachs 
in print: but it would at the ſame time remove 
one great means of clearing their innocence, and 
making known their wrongs, when injured in 4 
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more eſſential manner. 
which every Briton has of publicly addreſſing 
his countrymen, when he finds himſelf injured 


- oppreſſed by the perverſion of lawns. or the in- 
ſolence — 
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Examples might be given of men of great i in- 


5 tegrity being attacked in the moſt cruel and un- 
generous manner by people high in office and 


guarded by power. Such men had no other 


means of redreſs than that of appealing to the 


candour and good ſenſe of the public, which 
they uſed with ſucceſs. Every man's obſerva- 
tion may ſuggeſt to him many kinds of injuſtice 


and oppreſſion which the rich, the infidious, or 


the powerful, can commit in ſpite of law, or 
perhaps by the aid of law, againſt the poor, the 


unſuſpecting, and the friendleſs.— Many, who 


can filence conſcience and evade law, tremble at 
the thoughts of their injuſtice being publiſhed; 
and nothing is, nothing can be, a greater check 


to the wantonneſs of power, than the privilege 
of unfolding private grievances at the bar of the 

public. For thus the cauſe of individuals is made 
a public concern, and the general indignation i 


which their wrongs excite, forms at once one of 


the ſevereſt puniſhments which can be inflicted 
on the oppreſſor, and one of the ſtrongeſt bul⸗ 


warks that can be raifed i in defence of the unpro- 
e 


By this means alſo the moſt ſpeedy and elſec- 


tual alarm is given all over the nation when any 


It would limit the right 
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| great public miſconduct happens, or upon any 
appearance of a deſigmagainſt the conſtitution; 
and many evils are detected and prevented, which 
| otherwiſe might have been unobſerved, till they 
had become too ſtrong for remedy. And though 
this liberty produces much ſilly advice, and ma- 
| lignant cenſors without number, it likewiſe 
opens the door to ſome of a different character, 
who give uſeful hints to miniſters, which would 
have been loſt without the freedom of monpmous © 
N — 


The temporary and partial diſorders, which 
are the conſequences of public freedom, have 
been greatly exaggerated by ſome people, and 
repreſented as more than equivalent to all the 
advantages reſulting from a free government. 
But if ſuch perſons had opportunities of obſerv- 
ing the nature of thoſe evils which ſpring up 
in abſolute governments, they would ſoon be 5 
convinced of their e error. 


The greateſt evil that can ariſe from the licen- 
| tiouſneſs which accompanies civil liberty is, that 
people may raſhly take a diſlike to liberty her- 
ſelf,” from the teaſing i impertinence and abſurdity 
of ſome of her real or affected well-wiſhers; as 
| a man might become leſs fond of the company of 
his beſt friend, if he found him always attended 
by a ſnappiſh cur, which without POTEN 
was always growling and — 


278 VIEw OF SOCIETY AND 
But to prove the weakneſs of ſuch condudt 


we have only to call to mind that the ſtream of 


licentiouſneſs perhaps never roſe higher than it 
did ſome years ſince in England. And what 
were the mighty evils that followed ? Many re- 
ſpectable characters were groſly miſrepreſented 
in printed publications. Certain daring f{crib- 
| blers evaded the puniſhment they deſerved; 


Many windows were broken, and the charicts | 


of a few members of parliament were beſpattered 
with dirt by the mob. What are theſe frivolous 
diſorders when compared to the gloomy regu- 
larity produced by deſpotiſm? in which men 
are obliged to the moſt painful circumſpection in 
all their actions; are afraid to ſpeak their ſenti- 
ments on the moſt common occurrences; ſuſ- 
picious of cheriſhing government ſpies in their 
houſehold ſervants; diſtruſtful of their own re- 


lations and moſt intimate companions, and at all 


times expcſed to the oppreſſion of men in power, 


and to the inſolence of their favourites. No con- 
fuſion, in my mind, can be more terrible than 
the ſtern diſciplined regularity and vaunted po- 
lice of arbitrary governments, where every he:ri 
is depreſſed by fear, where mankind dare not aſ- 
ſume their natural characters, where the free 
ſpirit muſt crouch to the ſlave in office, where 
genius muſt repreſs her effuſions, or like the 
Egyptian worſhippers, offer them in ſacrifice to 
the calves of power; and where the human mind, 
always in ſhackles „ ſhrinks from every generous 
effort, 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 279 


Mentz. 


| W. left Manheim 87 or ia days ago. It is 
very eaſy travelling through this part of Germa- 
ny, the roads being perfectly good, and the 
country a continued plain. From Baſil to with- 
in a few miles of Mentz, the poſting road does 
not make even the moſt gentle aſcent; a vaſt 
ms of country to > be all 8 a perfect level. 


By the great numbers of Monks and Friars, . 


of all colours and conditions, that are to be met 
near this city, we were appriſed of our entrance 
into an eccleſiaſtical ſtate, while the plump per- 
ſons and roſy complexions of theſe Fathers ſuffi- 
ciently proved, that they did not live! in the fer- 
tile land of Rheniſh for nnn 


However good Chriſtians they might be, ma- 
ny of them had much the appearance of paying 

occaſional homage to the ancient heathen deity 
Bacchus, without being reſtrained in their wor- 
laip like the ſoldiers on the parade at Manheim. 
One of them in particular appeared to have juſt 
ariſen from his devot ion. He moved along in 
che moſt unconcerned manner imaginable, with- 
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out obſerving any direct courſe, or regarding 
whether he went to the right hand or to the leſt. 
He muttered to himſelf as he went. Does hel 


5 repeat his pater noſter ? ſaid I. I rather ima. relics, 
gine he. prays from Horace, replied the D —. veſt 
Quo me, bibel rapis tui Th 
Dan ? Quz nemora, aut quos agor in an do no 
Velox mente nova . ſump 
—— 9 | ED — © 
es On both ſides of the Rhine the ground here that 
begins to become hilly and. irregular, forming n not 
banks finely expoſed to the ſun. Here the belt accot 
| Rheniſh wine is produced, and even a very ſmall 
portion of theſe exuberant banks. is of conſider. W T] 
able value. A chain of well-inhabited villages then 
runs along from Mentz, by Bacharach, all the num 
way to Coblentz, where the Rhine is joined by gent 
the Moſelle. were 
ton 
| - Packajench is ſaid to derive its name from an M 
altar of Bacchus (Bacchi Ara) ſuppoſed to have T 
been erected by the Romans in gratitude for the MW rate 
quantity and quality of the wine produced in the of t 
_ neighbourhood. A little before we entered be? 
Mentz, we paſſed by the Favorita, a beautiful W be 


palace belonging to the Elector, ſituated where 
the Rhine WIGS by the Maine, 


Mentz is finely ſituated, built in an irregu- 
lar manner, and moſt plentifully provided with 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, Ke. 283 9 


churches. The cathedral i is but a gloomy fa 
bric. In this there is what they call a treaſury, 
which contains a number of clumſy jewels, ſome _ 
relics, and a mighty rich vardrohs of * 
reſtments. 


. 


$5 8D 


There are ſome troops in this capital, but 1. 
do not think the officers have that ſmart pre- 
ſumptuous air which generally accompanies 
men of their proſeſſion. They ſeem conſcious 
re that the clergy are their maſters; and, I have 
"> 2 notion, are a little out of countenance on that 
lt account. e 


all 
r- The firects ſwarm with een ſome of : 
them in fine coaches, and attended by a great 
3 * Al N f 

number of ſervants. ; 1 Nn. Fel 2 9 


genteel airy abbes ; who, one could eaſily ſee, 
were the moſt faſhionable people, and gave the 
ton at Fs Place. 


Though it is moſt evident that in this electo- 
rate the clergy have taken exceeding good care 
of themſelves; yet, in juſtice to them, it muſt 
be acknowledged, that the people alſo ſeem to 
be in an eaſy ſituation. The peaſantry appear 
to be in a ſtate of far greater abundance than 
thoſe of France, or even thole | in the elector of 
Manheim“ s dominions. = 


I have ſome defire to ſee an eccleſiaſtical 
court, and would willingly viſit this of Mentz ; 
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but the Bi of H , , who ſeems to have no 
exceſſive fondneſs for any court, ſays, a cout 
of clergymen muſt be more diſmal and tedious 
than any other, and I fear will not be prevailed 
on to appear at this; in which cafe we vil 
leave this place to-morrow morning early, withe 
5 out further c d 
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Frankfort on the Mai ain. 


Wr. have been here two | To form 


a proper judgment of the genius and manners 
of any nation, it is neceſſary to live familiarly 
with the inhabitants for a conſiderable time; 
but a ſmaller degree of obſervation will ſuffice 
to give a pretty juſt idea of the nature of its 
government. The chilling effects of deſpotic 8 
oppreſſion, or the benign influence of freedom 
and commerce, ſtrike che eye of the moſt care 


leſs traveller. 


The ſtreets of Frankfort are ſpacious and 


well-paved; the houſes ſtately, clean, and con- 


venient, the ſhops well furniſhed ; the dreſs, 
the numbers, the air, and general manners of 
the inhabitants, ſufficiently ſhow, without other 

information, that there is no little deſpot within 
their walls, to impoveriſh them in ſupport of 
his grandeur, and to put every action of their 
lives, every movement of their bodies, under re- 


ſtraint by his caprice. 


The houſes are of brick, but have a better 
appearance than brick houſes in general, owing 


Fitz But the Germans, in general, have a 


| faith, as the magiſtrates are of that communion. 
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chiefly to their being covered with a kind of 
reddiſh ſtucco, which is come into uſe here of 
late, and it is believed, will render the building 
more durable. The fronts of many of the 
fineſt are alſo adorned with bas reliefs, of white 
ſtucco, in imitation of marble. Theſe white 
: ornaments on the red ground, form too ſtrong 

contraſt, and do not pleaſe an eye fond of ſim- 


_ taſte for ſhowy. ornament, in their dreſs, fur- 
* nitura, and houſes. Frankfort is a free imperial 
 . ity, having a ſmall territory belonging to it, 
aud is en by its oun magiſtracy. 


„ religions are tolerated here, under certain 
| reſtrictiens 3. but Lutheraniſm is the eſtabliſhed 


The principal church is in the pöffenon of the 


Roman Catholics, but no public proceſſion of 


the hoſt is permitted through the ſtreets. All 


the ceremonies. of their religion are confined to 
5 the houſes of individuals, or performed within 


the walls. of this church. In it there is a chapel, 
to which the Emperor i is conducted immediate) 


atſter his election, in order to be crowned by 
1 the elector of Mentz. 


The Jews have a ſynagogue i in this city, 


where they perform their religious rites ; but 
the Calviniſts have never been allowed any 
public houſe of worſhip within. the territor 


of Frankfort. T hey attend divine ſervice at a 
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place called Bockenheim in the ne of Hanau, 
where a have built a church. 


This is but unkind treatment; ; and it ſeems, 


at firſt ſight, a little extraordinary, that Martin 


Luther ſhould ſhow more indulgence to his old 
enemy Lord Peter, and even to Judas Iſcariot 
bimſelf, than to bis neee John Cal Fo 


vin. 


Though Frankfort is thou ght a inp town, | 
and the effect produced by the whole is mag- 
nificent, | yet there are no buildings in particu- 


lar worthy of attention. It is expected, how- 


ever, that all ſtrangers ſhould: viſit the town- 
houſe, and ſee the chamber where the Em- 
peror is elected. And it would be reckoned 
a great want of curioſity, not to ſee tlie fa- 
mous golden bull Which is kept there with 
the utmoſt care. A fight of this coſts a golden 
ducat; a fufficient price for a glance of an old 
manuſcript, which not one perſon in a hundred 
can read, and ſtill fewer can underſtand. 


A countryman of ours who expected more 
amuſement for his money, complained loudly 
of this as an impoſition, and on hearing a 
German talk of the high price which every 
ching bore in England, he retorted on him in 
theſe words: II n'y a rien en Angleterre fi cher 
que votre taureau d'or a Frankfort. 
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There is a cuſtom obſerved here, which | 
| ſhall mention on account of its fingularity 
though I enquired i in vain for its origin. Two 
women appear every day at noon on the battle. 
ments of the principal ſteeple, and play ſome 
very ſolemn airs with trumpets. This muſic 
is accompanied by vocal pſalmody, performed 
by four or five men, who always attend the fe- 
male trumpeters for that Purpoſe. 


VIEW OF SOCIETY AND 


5 The people hive have a violent taſte for 


| plalm-ſinging. There are a conſiderable number 


of men and boys, who have this for their only 
profeſſion. - They are engaged by ſome fami- 
lies to officiate two or three times a week in 
the morning, before the maſter and miſtreſs of 
tis family get out of ved. . 


When any xt in | rtidevaile circumſtances 
dies, a band of theſe ſweet ſingers aſſemble in 


the ſtreets, before the houſe, and chaunt an | 
hour every day to the corpſe, till it is interred. 
The fame band accompanies, the funeral, n 4 


hymns all the _ 


- * 
8 . - 
wo 8 


Funerals are conducted ul an . Uncomtiön ; 
degree of ſolemnity in this town : A man 
clothed in a black cloak, and carrying a cru- 
cifix, at the end of a long pole, leads the 
proceſfion: A great number of hired mourn- 
ers in the ſame dreſs, and each with a lemon 
in his hand, march after him: Then come 


the ſing 
and laſt 


The 


funeral: 


man Ca 


this cu 
ter, ſur 
imagine 
ever th 
have be 


ther 
viniſts 
they a 
ionabl. 
his n 
hat fo 
their b 
7ernme 
tamilie: 
ho le 
edict of 


"The! 
iſting 
erting 
ettled 
peat 
tain 


Th 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, &. 287 


the ſingers followed by the corpſe f in a hearſe; 
and laſtly the relations in mourning coaches. 


The crucifix is carried in this manner at all 
funerals, whether the deceaſed has died a Ro- 
man Catholic, a Lutheran, or a Calviniſt. That 
this cuſtom ſhould be followed by the two lat- 
ter, ſurpriſed me a good deal. I ſhould have 
inagined that the Calviniſts in particular, what- 
ever they did with the lemons, would never 
have been able to | digeſt the crucifix, 


There is a very conſiderable number of Cal 
viniſts in this place; it is generally thought 
they are the moſt iriduſtrious. They unqueſ- 
ionably are the richeſt part of the inhabitants. 
his may be partly owing to a circumſtance 
hat ſome of them conſider as a hardſhip 
their being excluded from any ſhare in the go- 
ernment of the city. Many of the Calviniſt 
families are deſcendants of French Proteſtants, 


rho left their country at the revocation of the 
edict of Nantz. | „ 1 


There a are ſome villages near Frankfort con- 
iſting entirely of French refugees ; who de- 
erting their country at the ſame time, have 
tiled here in a cluſter. Their deſcendents 
peak French in their common converſation, and 
"ain many of their 8 to this hour. 


Two or three families now living at Frank- 
1th are of ran _— Their predeceſſors 
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fled firſt to Holland, during the perſecutions the 
in the reign of Vary, and being afterwark MI ther 
driven out of that country by the cruelty of the deci 
Duke of Alva, they at length found an aſplum MW eith. 
for themſelves, and their poſterity, in this free 3; of 


| imperial city. 


"The number 6f Jews in Frankfort i is pro- adva 
05 conſidering one diſmal inconvenience pen 
they are ſubjected to, being obliged to live all day- 
together in a ſingle ſtreet built up at one end: ail © 
There is a large gate at the other, which is re. prov 
. gularly ſhut at a certain hour of the night, after WM attac 
which no Jews dare appear in the ſtreets; bu lodg 
the whole herd muſt remain cooped anl offer 
crowded together like ſo many black cattle ones 
till morning. As this ſtreet is narrow, the paſs 
room allotted for each family ſmall, and as the your 
children of Iſrael were never remarkable for of { 
their cleanlineſs, and always noted for breeding 
the Jews quarter, you will believe, is not the | I 
ſweeteſt part of the town. I ſcarce think they WW thin 
could have been worſe lodged in the land df | 


They have ſeveral times made offer of cor 
ſiderable ſums. to the magiſtrates of Frank 
fort for liberty to build or purchaſe anothe 


ſtreet for. their accommodation; but all ſuch 
- propoſals have hitherto been . 


The Jews i in TT OY are obliged to 7 
water when a fire happens in any part of 
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the city, and the magiſtrates in return permit 
them to chooſe judges out of their own body for 
deciding diſputes among themſelves ; but if 
either party refuſes to ſubmit to 2 an ad 
is open to the magiſtrates. . 


They muſt unqueſtionably enjoy "fore great 
advantages by the trade they carry on, to com- 
penſate for ſuch inconveniencies. During the | 
day-time they are allowed the liberty of walking 
al over the town; a privilege which they im- 
prove with equal affiduity and addreſs. They 
attack you in the ſtreet, ply at the gate of your 
lodgings, and even glide into your apartments, 
offering to ſupply you with every commodity you 
can have occaſion for: And if you happen to 
paſs by the. entrance of their ſtreet, they entreat 
your cuſtom with the violence and vociferation | 
of ſo many Thames watermen. 
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I was twice at their F/nagogue. | There is no- 
thing magnificent in their worſhip; but much 
apparent zeal and fervour. I ſaw one of their 

moſt important rites performed on two children 
lt was impoſſible not to feel compaſſion for the 
poor infants, thus cruelly initiated into a com- 
munity, who had formerly the misfortune of 
being deſpiſed by the Heathens, and now are 
execrated «& all pious Chriſtians, I 


%S Fg | | 
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LETTER Ann 


Frankfort on nthe Maine. 


You will be e farpriſed. at our remaining ſo 
long at a place where there is no court, and few 
of thoſe entertainments which allure and retain 
travellers. The truth is, the D— of H 


- ſeems-fond of this place; and as for my own 


part, I have formed an acquaintance with ſome 


very worthy people here, whoſe ner I ſhall 
take every $I to cultivate. 


bly Mere is divided into Möblefte and the 


Borges The firſt conſiſts of ſome noble fa- 
milies from various parts of Germany, who have 
choſen Frankfort for their reſidence, and a few 

original citizens of Frankfort, but who have now 
obtained the rank of nobility. The citizens who 
connect themſelves with ſtrangers, have made 


their fortunes by nee which ſome of them 
itil follow. „ 


"There z. is a politic aſſembly for the + nobil 
once a week, at which they drink tea, con- 

verſe, or play at cards from ſix to ten. On the 
other nights the ſame company meet alter- 


nately at each other's houſes, and paſs the 
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evening in the ſame manner. None of the 
Bourgeois families are invited to theſe parties, 


but they have aſſemblies of the ſame kind among 
_ themſelves, and often entertain their friends 


and ſtrangers with whom they are acquainted, 


in a very hoſpitable manner at their tables. 'The 
noblemen who reſide in Frankfort, and the no- 
dility of all degrees, and of every nation, who 
accidentally paſs through it, cheerfully accept of 
theſe invitations to dine with the citizens, but 
none of the German ladies of quality condeſcend 
| fo far. While their fathers, huſbands, and 
brothers, are entertained at a Bourgeois table, 
they chuſe rather to dine at home by themſelves ; 
and they certainly judge wiſely, if they prefer a 
| ſpare diet to good cheer. 


. The diſtinction of ranks is obſerved in Ger- 
many, with all the ſcrupulous preciſion that 
matter of that importance deſerves. There is a 
public concert in this place ſupported by ſub- 
ſcription. One would imagine that the ſub- 
ſcribers would take their ſeats as they entered 
the room, that thoſe who came earlieſt would 
have their choice. No ſuch matter. The two 
firſt rows are kept for the ladies of quality, and 
the wives and daughters of the citizens muſt 
be contented to ſit behind, let them come at 

what hour, and pay what money they pleaſe. 
After all, this is not ſo bad as in an aſſembly of 
Ability, where commons are not permitted to 
O 2 


ö 
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fit, even in the lobby, whatever price they may 
| have paid for their ſeat in parliament. 


| Since we arrived, the theatre has been « open — 


for the winter, by a troop of German come- 


7 dians. I was there the firſt night; previous to 


the play, there was a kind of allegorical prologue, 


intended as a compliment to the magiſtrates of 
Frankfort. This was performed by Juſtice, 


Wiſdom, and Plenty, each of whom appeared 


in perſon, with the uſual attributes. The laſt 

was very properly perſanated by a large fat wo- 

man, big with child. As to the two former, * 
hope for the ſake of the good people of Frank- 
fort, that they are better repreſented in the 
town- council, than they were on the ſtage. This 


prologue was concluded by a long harangue pro- 


nounced by the plumpeſt Apollo, I dare venture 
to ſay, that ever appeared in the heavens above, 


or on the earth beneath. 


Ale this the play began, which was a Ger- 


man tranſlation of the Engliſh play of George 


Barnwell, with conſiderable alterations. Barn- : 
well is repreſented as an imprudent young man; 


but he does not murder his uncle, as in the 


Engliſh play, or commit any groſs crime; the 


German tranſlator, therefore, inſtead ok hanging 
only marries him at the end of the piece. ; 


Moſt of the plays Ae on the German 


Kage, are tranſlations from the ati or 


rr 
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French; for Germany, ſo fertile in writers in 
_ divinity, juriſprudence, medicine, chymiſtry, 
and other parts of natural philoſophy, has wm 
| duced few poets till of late, 


1 nova progenies ceelo demittitur alto, 


| and the German muſe is now admired all over 
| Europe. Her beauties are felt and applauded by 
men of genius, even through the medium of a 
tranſlation, which is a ſtrong proof of her ori-- 
ginal energy. It muſt, however, be a great 
diſcouragement to German poetry in general, 
and to the dramatic in particular, that the French 
language prevails in all the courts, and the 


French N are en there 1 in preference 
to German. 


| The naddve language of the country is treated 
like a vulgar and provincial dialect, while the 
French is cultivated as the only proper language 
for people of faſhion. Children of the firſt fa- 
milies are inſtructed in French, before they ac- 
quire their mother-tongue, and pains are taken 
to keep them ignorant of this, that it may not 
hurt their pronunciation of the other. I have 
met with people who conſidered it as an accom- 
pliſhment to be unable to expreſs themſelves in = 
the language of their country, and who have 
pretended to be more ignorant, in this Particu= — 
lar, than they were in reality. 3 
0 3 3 
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I have been affured by many, who underſtand = 
the German language well, that it is nervous, 


copious, moſt expreſſive, and capable of all the 
_ graces of poetry. The truth of this appears by 
the works of ſeveral late writers, who have en- 
deavoured to check this unnatural prejudice in 


their countrymen, and to reſtore the language 


ol their anceſtors: to its native honours. But 
| what are the efforts of good fenfe, taſte, and 


genius, in oppoſition to OY and the mu. 0 


ence of courts? 


Aloe the winter 3 of this EWSY | 
” traineau parties may be reckoned. Theſe can 
take place in the time of froſt only, and when 
there is a conſiderable quantity of ſnow upon 
I had an opportunity of ſeeing 
a very ſplendid entertainment of this kind lately, 
which was given by ſome young xo to an 


the ground. 


5 equal number of ladies, 


©” 4 traineau is 2 machine in 8 age os 
horſe, ton, ſwan 3 or in that of a griffin, uni- 
corn, or ſome other fanciful form, without 
wheels, but made below like a fledge, for the 
conveniency of {liding over the ſnow. Some are 
gilded, and otherwiſe ornamented, according to 


the whim of the proprietor. . A pole ſtands up 
from one ſide, to which an. enſign or flag is 
faſtened, which waves over the heads of thoſe 


_ placed on the machine, The lady, wrapped i in 
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fur, ſits before, and the gentleman ſtands be- 
hind on a board made for that purpoſe. 


= The whole is drawn by two horſes, which*are 
either conducted by a poſtillion, or driven by 

the gentleman. The horſes are gaudily orna- 
mented, and have bells hanging from the trap- 
pings which cover them. 5 


| This party conſiſted of about thirty traineaus, 
each attended by two or three ſervants on horſe- 
back with flambeaux ; for this amuſement was 
taken when it began to grew dark. One trai- 
neau took the lead; the reſt followed at a con- 5 
venient diſtance in a line, and drove for two or 
three hours through the principal ſtreets and | 
ſquares of Frankfort. The horſes go at a briſk 
trot or canter; the motion of the traineau is 
eaſy and agreeable; the bells, enſigns, and 
_ torches, make a very gay and ſhowy appearance, 
which ſeemed to be much reliſhed by the parties 
immediately concerned, and admired by the 
ſpectators. „„ 5 


A few days after this exhibition, as we were 
preparing to ſet out for Hanau in a traineau 
Mr. $—; brother to Lord 8, arrived at the inn. 

Though he had travelled for two days and nights, 
without having been in bed, he was ſo little fa- 
tigued, that he went along with us. Hanau is 
ſome leagues diſtant from. Frankfort. We had 
i Ws” 
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a full proof of the fine eaſy motion of the trai. 
: neau, which, in time of froſt, and when there 
s a proper quantity of ſnow on the ground, is 


certainly the moſt delightful way of travelling 
i that can x poſſibly be imagined | 


| His is the reſidence of the Hereditary 
Prince of Heſſe Caſſel. As we entered. the 


town we met the Princeſs, who is ſiſter-in-law | 
to the King of Denmark. She, with ſome of 
the ladies of the court, was IRENE the air alſo 


in a traineau. 


= Beſides chs-ervope of Hanau, two regiments 
of Hanoverians are there at preſent. The He- 


reditary Prince is not on the beſt terms with his 
father. He lives here, however, in a ſtate of 
independency, poſſeſſed of the revenues of this 

country, which is guaranteed to him by the 

Kings of Britain, Denmark, and Pruſſia; but 
there is no intercourſe between this little court 


and that of Heſſe Callel. | 


f After dinner we returned to Frankfort. The 
D- prevailed with Mr. S— to remain a longer 
time at Frankfort than he had intended. He 


3s a ſenſible young man of ſpirit and ambition. 
His grandfather, the old Earl of D—, endeavours 
to ſeduce him into holy orders, promiſing 
him a living of 2000l. a year, which is in 
the gift of the family. This you will ac- 


knowledge to be a temptation which few 


youn 


how 


gent 
0 opin 


of 7 


the 
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younger brothers could withſtand. Nature, 
however, ſeems to have deſtined this young 
5 gentleman for another line in life. My own 
opinion is, he would rather have the command 
of a troop of dragoons, than be Promoted to 
the See of . 
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Frankfort. 


DOME of the un who reſide in. this 


city, take every opportunity of pointing out the 
eſſential difference that there is, and the diſ- 


tinctions that ought to be made, between their 
families and thoſe of the Bourgeois, who, 
though they have by commerce, or ſome pro- 
feſſion equally ignoble, attained great wealth, 
Which enables them to live in a ſtile of mag- 
nificence unbecoming their rank; yet their 
noble neighbours inſinuate, that they always 
retain a vulgarity of ſentiments and manners 
unknown to thoſe whoſe blood has flowed pure 
through ſeveral generations, unmixed with 
that puddle, which Lo in the veins of 


4 e 


The D— of Wt. does not ſeem to have 


ſtudied natural philoſophy with accuracy ſuf- 
fllicient to enable him to obſerve this diſtinction. 5 


He mingles in the ſocieties of the citizens, with 


as much eaſe and alacrity, as in thoſe of the 
nobility, dining with the one, and drinking 


coffee with the other, in the moſt impartial 


manner, and between the two he contrives to 


amuſe himſelf tolerably well 


MANNERS IN FRANCE, &c. 299 
The two families with which we are in the 
_ greateſt degree of intimacy, are thoſe of Monſ. 
de Barkhauſe, and Monſ. P. Gogle. The for- 
mer is a principal perſon in the magiſtracy, a 
man of learning and worth. His lady is of a 
noble family in the dukedom of Brunſwick, a 
women of admirable good ſenſe and many ac- 
compliſhments. She is well acquainted with *' 
Engliſh and French - literature. The French 
language ſhe ſpeaks like a native, and though 
ſhe cannot converſe in Engliſh without difficul- 
ty, ſhe underſtands and reliſhes the works of 
ſome of our beſt authors. N 


Mr. Gogle bus travelled over the greateſt part 
of Europe, and is equally acquainted with men. 
and books. He has made a plentiful fortune by 


commerce, and lives in a. very agrorable and 


hoſpitable manner. 


In theſe two houſes we accabiontlly meet 
with the beſt company of both the claſſes of ſo- 
ciety in this place, and in one or other when 
there is no public aſſembly. we generally paſs the 
afternoon: The former part of the day (a 
thaw having lately diſſolved the ſnow) we often 
paſs in jaunts to the environs of this place, 

wen are very beautiful. | 


2 this D— * H - and' I were o ring one 
hu along the bank of the Maine, near the 
© village of Heix, which is in the territories of 
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the Elector of Mentz, we obſerved a buildin 8 


which ſeemed to be the reſidence of ſome prince coll 
or biſhop at leaſt. We were ſurpriſed we never to n 
had heard it ſpoke of, as it had a more mag- whi 
nificent appearance than any modern building twe 
ue had ſeen ſince our arrival in Germany. We pur 
rode up, and upon entering it, found that the 
apartments within, though not laid out in the 5 
beſt taſte, ſeemed to correſpond, in point of thi 
eng with the external nne, „ T 
We were informed by the workmen, who to 
were employed in finiſhing theſe apartments, he 
that this palace belonged to a tobacconiſt in W 
Frankfort, where he ſtill kept ſhop, and had il w 
accumulated a prodigious fortune by making and re 
felling ſnuff. 5 ti 


| Near to the principal houſe, there is another 
great building intended for a work-houſe, in 
which tobacco is to be manufactured, with 
many apartments for the workmen, and vaulted 
c lars in which the various kinds of ſnuff are 
to be kept moiſt, till ſent for inland ſale to 
Frankfort, or thipped on the Maine for — 
markets. 


/ The owner informed us, there were exactly 
three hundred rooms in both buildings, and 
the greater number of theſe belonged to the 
dwelling-houſe. We did not chuſe to puzzle 
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| the man by difficult queſtions, and therefore 
refrained from enquiring, what uſe he intended 
to make of ſuch an amazing number of rooms, 
which ſeemed rather contrived as barracks for 
two or three thouſand — than any other 
Fel 70 


On our return to town, we were informed 
that this perſon, who is not a native of Frank- 
fort, though he has been many years eftabliſhed 
there, had applied to the magiſtrates for liberty 

to purchaſe a certain ſpot of ground, on which 


he propoſed to build a dwelling-houſe, c. 


which cannot be done by any but citizens, 
uithout the conſent of the council. This being 
_ refuſed, he bought a little piece of land in the 
territory of Mentz, immediately beyond that of 
Frankfort, and on the banks of the Maine; and 
being highly piqued by the refuſal he had met 
with from the magiſtrates, he had reared a 
building greatly larger and more extenſive than 
was neceſſary, or than he at firſt had intended, 
in the full perſuaſion that the remorſe of thge 


magiſtrates would be in Proportion to the ize of 
this fabric. 


The tobacconift has already expended fifty T 
thouſand pounds on this temple of ven geance, 
and his wrath againſt the magiſtrates ſeems to 
de yet unappeaſed—for he ſtill laviſhes his mo- 

ney with a rancour againſt theſe unfortunate 
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men, that is very unbecoming a Chriſtian. The 


inhabitants of Frankfort, while they acknow- 


ledge the imprudence of the magiſtrates, do not 
applaud the wiſdom of their antagoniſt, in whoſe 
brain they aſſert there muſt be ſome apartments 
as empty as any in the vaſt ſtructure he is build- 


a ſmall village which has been rendered eminent 


by the attempt made there by Prince Ferdinand 


_—_ W army in the year 17 59. 


We were ee by che Meffs. de 
| Leffener, two. gentlemen, now retired from the 


ſervice, and living at Frankfort, who had been 
in the action, one a Captain in the Hanoverian 


army, tlie other of the ſame rank in the French. 


During the winter of the memorable year, 
vou may remember that the French, with more 


policy than juſtice, had ſeized upon this neutral 
eity, and eftablifhed their head-quarters here. 


This was attended by great advantages, ſecur- 
ing to them the courle of the Maine and Upper 


Rhine, by which they received bes nh rom. 


bang: and all the intermediate cities. 


„N Penthinn having farmed the defign 


of driving them from this advantageous fitua- 
tion, before they could be reinforced, fuddenly 


Another day his Grace and I rode to Bergen, 
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aſſembled his army, which was cantoned about 


Munſter, and after three days of forced marches, 


came in ſight of the French army, at that time 
commanded by the duke de Broglio, who hav- 
ing received intelligence of the Prince's ſcheme, 
had made a very Julicious dif] N 


On the LA of the 13th of April, the 
Prince began. his attack on the right wing of the 
French army, which occupied the village of 
Bergen. This was renewed. with great vivacity 
three ſeveral times: The Prince of Iſembourg, 
and about 1500 of the Allies, fell in the action, 
which was prolonged till the evening; Prince 
Ferdinand then determining to draw off his 
troops, made ſuch a diſpoſition as convinced the 
enemy he intended a general attack next morn- 
ing; and by this means he accompliſhed his re- 
treat in the night, without being harraſſed by 
the F rench. 


I have heard officers of great merit aſſert, 

: that nothing could be more judiciouſly planned 
and executed, than this enterpriſe ; the only 
one of importance, however, in which that 
great general failed during the whole war. 


By this misfortune the allied army were re- 
duced to great difficulties, and the progreſs of 

the French, with the continued retreat of the 
Allies, ſpread ſuch an alarm over the Electorate 
of Hanover, that many individuals ſent their 
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moſt valuable effects to Stade, from whence they 
might be conveyed to England. The affairs of 
the Allies. were ſoon after re-eſtabliſhed by the 
deciſive victory of Minden, which raiſed the 
military character of Prince Ferdinand higher 
. than ever ;. though officers of penetration, who 
were at both actions, are ſtill of opinion, that 
his talents were to the full as conſpicuous at 
Bergen, where he was repulſed; as at the glo-. 
rious field of Minden, by which Hanover and on 

Brunſwick were preſerved, and the French 


obliged to abandon almoſt all Weſtphalia. 5 
n. Tian de 
vil 
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11 XLIX, 


Frankfort. 


is RETURN ED a fer * * from Darm- = 
ſtadt, having accompanied the D— of H— 
on a viſit which he made to that court. 


The reigning Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt not 
being there, we were directed to pay our firſt 
viſit to the Princeſs Maximilian, his aunt.. She 
invited us the ſame evening to play at eards 
and ſup with her. There were about ten peo- 
ple at table. The Princeſs was gay, affable, 


and talkative. The D— confeſſed he never 


had paſſed an evening ſo agreeably with an old : 


Next morning we went to the parade, which 
is an object of great attention at this place. 
The Prince has a moſt enthuſiaſtic paſſion for 
military manceuvres and evolutions. Drilling 
and exerciſing his ſoldiers are his chief amuſe- 
ments, and almoſt his fole employment. That 
he may enjoy this in all kinds of weather, and 
at every ſeaſon of the year, he has built a room 
ſufficiently capacious to admit 1500 men, to 
perform their exerciſe in it altogether. 
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This room is accommodated with ſixteen 
| ſtoves, by which it may be kept at the exat 
degree of temperature which ſuits his High- 
neſs's conſtitution. On the morning that we 
were preſent, there was only the ordinary guard, 

_ conſiſting - of three hundred men, who having 
performed their exerciſes, and marched for an 
hour up and down this ſpacious Gymnaſium, 
| were divided into parties and detached to their 
reſpective poſts. EO 


The Darmſtadt foldiers are tall, e 
1 clothed, and above all things remarkably well 
| powdered. They go through their manceuvres 
with that dexterity which may be expected of 
-men who are continually employed i in the fame 
action, under the eye of their prince, who is 
an admirable judge, and ſevere c critic in this et 
of the * art. 


There is no regular fortification round this 
town; but a very high ſtone-wall, which is not 

intended to prevent an enemy from entering, 
being by no means adequate to ſuch a purpoſe; 
but merely deſigned to hinder the garriſon from 

deſerting, to which they are exceedingly in- 
clined; theſe poor men taking no delight in the 
warlike amuſements which conſtitute the ſu- 
preme joy of their ſovereign. 


Centinels are placed at ſmall diſtances all 


round the wall, who are obliged to be exceed- 
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ingly alert. One ſoldier gives the ant all is 
well in German, to his neighbour on the right, 
who immediately calls the ſame to the centinel 
beyond him, and ſo it goes round till the firſt 
ſoldier receives the words from the left, which 

g be tranſmits to the right as formerly, and ſo the 
call circulates without any intermiſſion r . 
the whole night. 


Every other part of garriſon duty is per- 
formed with equal exactneſs, and all neglects as 
y ſeverely puniſhed as if an enemy were at the 
U gates. 


$ Then men are n more than two nights 
f out uf three in bed. This, with the attention 
© WW requiſite to keep their clothes and accoutrements 
elean, is very hard duty, eſpecially at preſent, 
2 when the froſt is uncommonly Leeks,” and the 
ground covered with ſnow. 


"Thare is a ſmall body of cavalry at Darm- 
ſtadt juſt now. They are dreſſed in buff coats 
and magnificently accoutred. Theſe are the 
horfe-guards of the prince. Few as they are, 
I never ſaw fo many men together of ſuch a 
height in my life, none of them being under 
ſix Engliſh feet three inches high, and ſeveral 


of them conſiderably above that enormous 
ſtature. 


The Prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt formerly 
kept a great number of troops : At preſent 


308 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND: 


his whole army does not exceed five thouſand 
men. But as the conduct of princes, however ju- 
dicious it may be, ſeldom paſſes uncenſured, there 
are people who blame him for entertaining even 
this number. They declare, that this prince's 
finances, being in very great diſorder, cannot 
ſupport this eſtabliſhment z which, though ſmall 
may be counted high, conſidering the extent of 
his dominions. They inſiſt alſo upon the loſs, 


which agriculture and manufactures muſt ſuſ- 


tain, by having the ſtouteſt men taken away 
from theſe neceſſary employments, and their 
ſtrength exhauſted in uſeleſs parade. For theſe 
rigid cenſors. have the aſſurance to aſſert, that 
an army of five thafland men, though burden- 
ſome to the country, is not ſufficient to defend 
it; that the number is by far too great for 


amuſement, and e too mall for any 


manner of uſe. 


The fame day, we. dined: with the Princeſs 
Maximilian, and in the afternoon. were preſents 
ed to Prince George's. family. He is: brother 


to the reigning Prince. He happened. to be 
indiſpoſed ; but his princeſs. received. the D— 
: with the utmoſt politenels.. 


Their two youn veſt ſons and three dau ghters 


were at ſupper. The former are ftill very. 


young; the latter are well looking, remarks 
_ bly accompliſhed, and- do much credit to the 


great pains their mother has beſtowed on their 


education. 


e 
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Next morning we were invited to breakfaſt, 
by the Baron Riedeſal, at a pleaſant country- 
houſe he has near Darmſtadt. His Grace went 
with him in a carriage of a very particular con- 


ſtruction. The Baron fat on a low ſeat next 


the horſes, and drove; the D— in a higher 
place behind him. Each of theſe is made for 
one perſon only; but behind all there was a 
wooden ſeat, in the ſhape of a little horſe, on 
which two ſervants were mounted. 'The uſual 
poſting-chaiſes in this country hold fix perſons 
with eaſe ; and people even of the firſt rank 
generally have two or three ſervants in the 
chaiſe with them. In point of ceconomy, theſe 
carriages are well imagined ; .and, in the time 
of froſt, not inconvenient ; for here travellers 
take ſpecial care to fortify themſelves againft 
cold by cloaks lined with fur. But when it 

rains hard, two of the company at leaſt muft 
be drenched ; for the German chaiſes are never 

entirely covered above. 


1 went with Count Cullemberg in his coach. 
We paſſed the forenoon very agreeably at his 
houſe, which ſeems to*be advantageouſly fitua- 
ted; but in its preſent ſnowy dreſs, one can no 
more judge of the natural complexion of the 
country, than that of an actreſs e for 
the ſtage. 


We dined with Prince George, who was 
ſufficiently recovered to be at table. He is a 
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handfome man, of a foldier-like appearance, 
and has all the eaſe and —— of the mili- 
tary character. 


* 


_ His derb ſon, who had been abſent for 
| ſome weeks, arrived while we were at table. 
| He is a fine young man about fifteen years of 
age. It was pleaſing to obſerve the ſatisfaction 
which this ſmall incident diffuſed over the faces 
of father, mother, and the whole family, which 
— a n _— the panel of Greuſe. 


85 Do not ſuſpect that I am tic 1 in favour 

of this family, merely becauſe they belong to a 
prince. An appearance of domeſtic happi- 

neſs is always agreeable, whether we find them 

in a palace or a cottage z and the ſame ſymp- 

toms of good humour, though they would not 

have ſurpriſed me ſo much, would have delight- 
ed me _ in the 5 of a peaſant. 
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